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PREFACE 


IN  putting  forth  a  new  book  on  so  familiar  a  subject  as  the  conspiracy  of  Benedict  Arnold 
with  Major  Andre,  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  opening  words  of  Lossing's  Ficld-Book, 
"The  story  of  the  Revolution  has  been  well  and  often  told."  My  excuse  for  again 
telling  this  part  of  it  must  be,  first,  to  again  quote  Lossing :  "A  large  proportion  of  our 
people  are  but  little  instructed  in  many  of  the  essential  details  of  that  event,  so  important  for 
every  intelligent  citizen  to  learn,"  and  secondly,  that  while  so  much  has  been  printed  that  I 
cannot  add  much  new  material,  it  has  not  been  published  in  any  complete  form.  Hence  the 
student  who  seeks  for  all  its  details  has  been  obliged  to  consult  a  wearisome  succession  of 
books,  periodicals,  newspapers,  and  .some  MSS.,  many  accessible  only  to  the  favored  few 
living  within  reach  of  our  great  libraries. 

Finally,  no  complete  itinerary  of  Andre's  journey  has  been  published,'  nor  has  any 
authority  given  more  than  a  few  illustrations  of  the  various  places  identified  with  him.  In 
this  last  respect  I  flatter  myself  I  have  left  no  scene  of  any  interest  unrepresented  ;  and  to 
this  feature  I  trust  in  part  for  popular  endorsement  of  my  work.  To  obtain  the  photographs 
Mr.  Bennett  and  myself  visited  almost  every  site,  and  traveled  over  the  greater  part  of 
Andre's  path. 

The  map  showing  his  route  has  been  carefully  drawn  from  authentic  surveys,  and 
shows  every  detail.  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  their  aid  in  preparing  it,  and  for  valuable 
topographical  information,  to  Mr.  Lavalette  Wilson,  of  Haverstraw ;  Rev.  Amos  C.  Requa, 
of  Peekskill ;  Judge  J.  O.  Dykman,  of  White  Plains  ;  Mr.  William  H.  Bleakley,  of  Verplanck's 
Point;  Rev.  David  Cole,  of  Yonkers,  and  Mr.  Edward  Hagaman  Hall,  of  New  York;  and 
for  access  to  their  libraries,  to  Dr.  Thomas  Addis  Emmet  and  Mr.  William  L.  Stone. 

If  my  book  shall  increase  interest  in  Revolutionary  history  and  lead  to  further  investi- 
gation of  the  many  events  for  which  general  histories  cannot  afford  adequate  space,  it  will 
not  have  been  written  in  vain.  In  that  hope  it  is  now  confided  to  the  individual  whose 
qualifying  adjective,  in  view  of  the  numerous  membership  of  ladies  iu  our  patriotic  societies, 
assumes  a  new  and  pleasing  significance  —  the  ' '  Gentle  Reader. ' ' 

W.  A. 
IVesi  Chester,  N.    Y.,  1899. 


'  Save  Judge  Dykman's  Last  Twelve  Days  of  Major  Andri,  in  1889. 


Dramatis  Person.e 


ANDRE    

ARNOLD     

ARNOLD,  Mrs. - 

ABBOT,  Benjamin Druniiner,  —  RcKiiiieiil. 

ABERCROMBY,  Lieut.  Cot.  Robert 37U1  RLK'iiiRMit. 

ACKER,  Benjamin Fourth  N.  Y.  Cuntiiiinliils. 

ALLEN,  Capt.  Whuam Second  Rliude  Islaml. 

ALLEN,  Lieut.  Solomon Col,  Setli  Murray's  Mass,  Militia. 

"BALDWIN"    .        -        -        .        Unkuown  Private  of  Col.  Jeduthun  Raldwiu's  RcHiuictU,  —  Massachusetts. 

BARLOW,  JOEI. Chaplain  Gen.   roor',s  Brif;,ide. 

BEEKMAN,  Gerard  G. 

BEEKMAN,  Mrs.  Gerard  G.  (Cornbua) 

BOWMAN,  Ensign  Samuel Third  Mass.ichusetts. 

BOYD,  Captain  Ebenezer Third  Westchester  Militia. 

BRONSON,  Isaac,  M.  D. Assistant  SMr^eon  Second   Dragoons. 

BRUNDAGE,  SylvaNv,S Second  Westchester  Militia. 

BURNET,  Major  Robert Aid  to  Gen'l  Greene. 

BURR,  Aaron 

BURROWES,  Major  John Col.  Spencer's  New  Jersey  Regiment. 

CILLEY,  Cot.  Joseph -  I'irst  New  Hampshire. 

CLINTON,  Gov.  Gboroe 

CLINTON,  Sir  Henry 

CLINTON,  Gen'l  James  - 

COLQUHOUN,  Joseph 

COLQUHOUN,  Samuel -  - 

COOLEY,  Capt.  John Fourth  Westchester  Jlilitia. 

COX,  Major  Jambs Ordnance  nepartmenl. 

CROSBIE,  Lieut.  Col.  William 22.1  Regiment. 

DEAN,  Sergeant  John First  Westchester  Jlililia. 

DEARBORN,  LIEUT.  Col.  Henry First  New  Hani])shire. 

DEWEES,  Samuel Fifer  Tenth  Pennsylvania. 

DWIGHT,  Rev.  Timothy Chaplain  I'irst  Conn.  BriKade. 

EUSTIS,  William,  M.  D. Surgeon  Knox's  Artillery. 

FOOTE,  Captain  Ebenezer Commissary  Department. 

FRANKS,  Major  David  S. Aid  to  Arnold. 

GARDINER,  Nathaniel,  M.  D. Surgeon  First  New  Hampshire. 

GILBERT,  John 

GLOVER,  Gen'l  John 

GOUVION,  Col.  J.  B. Chief  of  Rochambeau's  Artillery. 

GREENE,  Gen'l  NaThanakl 

HALL,  Timothy,  M.  D. Surgeon  Fifth  Massachusetts. 

HAMILTON,  Alexander 

HAMMOND,  David 

HAMMOND,  Sally 


....       Sereeant  First  Westchester  MilUia. 
HAMMOND,  STAATS    ..----  "'^ 

ii.\.>i/.  v>r.     .  Sixth  Mnssacliusetts. 

!lA^^''co'^''A^•N\'^A.!•KB^     -".".■-■-"-■-        Haver,traw  Regiment,  Orange  Connty  Militia, 

iii;atii,  c.i'.N'i.  wii.uAM 

HHKON,  W.U.IAM    -        -        -  .'.'.'."       Second  Dragoons. 

HOOCI.ANI),   CaITAIN  JRRONFMDS '"=''  '^ 

lIOWIv  OKNI'.RAI.  RonKRT  ,   „"jT>'  . 

„r<-,in:s,  CA..T,  JOHN Second  Canadian  Regtment. 

irrNTINC.TON,  Ol'.NHRAI.  JKDRDIA.I „■',,.        \        .t 

JACKSON,  C...  IIRNRV Sixteenth  Massachusetts. 

AMi:SON    I.nXT.  Co,..  JOHN Second  Dragoons. 

J  '.  —  Regiment. 

KII-RS    Mxj.m  (K.)  \Vii.i,..M Haverstraw  Regiment,  Orange  County  Mihtia. 

.       ^      ,  Second  Dragoons. 

KINC,  l.ii'.uT.  Joshua ""■  ^ 

KNOX,  C.I'.N'I.  Hknry 

I.AMIi,  C.H..   loHN         -        - ,    -    Second  Artillery. 

..AMl.l-KT,  CoKNi,,.H.,s ^^r'    wT-,    ?    mTv 

I.AMMMKT.  lIr.NRV I"--^'  Westchester  M. ht.a. 

I.A.MItl-RT,  LAMHKRT       - First  Westchester  MiUtia. 

l.ARVHY,  JAMSS Fifth  M,.ssachusett8. 

I.AII.VH,  I'liTRR '^"'1"'^^  Servan  . 

I  ArUANCK,  Coi..  John Judge  Advocate  t^eneral. 

IIVINC.STON,  Coi..  JAMRS -        -        -    Second  Canadian  Regiment. 

M\SON    Ki-v.  John Chaplain  to  Hudson  River  Posts. 

MelllCNKV.  jA.Mi.:s,  M    D. Aid  to  Lafayette. 

MiKlNl.liV,  Ai.K.XANDRR,  Drum-Major "  Regiment. 

McKNIC.HT    Chahi.r,s.  M.  D. Surgeon  Gen'l  of  HospiUl,  Middle  Dep't. 

MIADH,   I.iRUT.  Coi..  R.  K. Aid  to  Wa.shington. 

M1-k;S,  Coi..  Ri-.turn  J. Si'^'h  Connecticut. 

M1;ki:EL,  I.iHUT.  John  ...        - Second  Westchester  Militia. 

MII.l.lCR,  AndrRas 

ODIU.L,  RRV.  John 

OOUKN,  CaiTain  Aaron Lafayette's  Light  Infantry. 

I'AUSONS,  Gkn'i.  Samuhi.  H. 

I'ATKKSON,  Gkn'i.  John         -        - """..' 

r.M'I.DING,  John P'^^'  Westchester  Militia. 

I'lrrriNGILL,  major  Thomas N'""'  Massachusetts. 

ROIIICRTSON,  Lnu'T.  Grn'i.  Jamr.s 

UOllINSON,  Coi..  Brvrriy    ----- "Loyal  Americans." 

ROCKUS,  LiRUT.  JKIIRDIAH Second  Dragoons. 

HOMIER.  'AMR.s First  Westchester  Militia. 

ROMlvR,  Mrs.  Jacob - 

ROMIU*,  John 

Rt'SSULL.  HUNJAMIN Worcester  County  Regiment,  Massachusetts  Militia. 

SCAMMEI.L,  Col.  Ai.exandbr Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A. 

SCOTT,  Gkn'i.  John  Morin 

SHE,  Isaac First  Westchester  Militia. 

SHAW,  Major  Samurl Aid  to  Knox. 

SHIiLDON,  Col.  Elisha Second  Dragoons. 

SIIiri'ARD,  LiKi'T.  Samurl First  New  Jersey. 

SIIREVE,  Col.  Israel Second  New  Jersey. 

SIMCOE,  CoLONKL  John  G. Queen's  Rangers. 

SMITH,  Captain  Ebrnezkr Thirteenth  Ma.ssachusetts. 

SMITH,  Joshua  Heit -        - 

SMITH,  Richard 


SMITH,  Thomas 

SMITH,  Lieut  Coi..  Wm.  S. Aid  lo  Wasliiiigloii. 

STARK,  GijN'i.  John 

ST.  CLAIR,  GEN't  Arthur 

STEUBEN,  Gen'i,  Baron 

STIRLING,  Gen'i,  Lord 

SUTHERLAND,  LiKUT.  Andrew Royal  Navy. 

TALLMADGE,  Major  Benjamin Second  Dragooii.s, 

THACHER,  James,  M.  D.  Surgeon  Sixteenth  Mas.sacli\isetts. 

THORNE,  JESSE 

TIIORNE,  STEVENSON - -        - 

TOMLINSON,  Ensign  Jabez  II. Ninth  Connecticut. 

UNDERHILL,  Mrs.  Isaac 

VAN  DYK,  Captain  John Secoiul  Artillery. 

VAN  WART,  Isaac I'irst  Westcliester  Militia. 

VAN  WART,  WiHiAM 

VARICK,  Coi,.  Richard Aid  to  Arnuld. 

WADE,  Coi,.  Nathaniel Essex  County  Regiment  Massachusetts  Militia. 

WASHINGTON 

WAYNE,  General  Anthony 

WEBB,  Captain  John Second  Dragoons. 

WEBB,  Col.  Samuel  B. -      Ninth  Connecticut. 

WELLS,  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan Nineteenth  Connecticut. 

WILLIAMS,  Adraham First  Westchester  Militia. 

WILLIAMS,  David First  Westchester  Militia. 

YERKS,  John First  Westchester  Militia. 

YOUNGS,  Lieut.  Samuel Second  Dragoons. 
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THE  CRISIS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 


CHAPTER  I. 

New  York  to  King's  Ferry — Safety. 

The  aspirinK  youth  that  fired  the  Ephesian  (tome 
Outlives  in  fame  the  pious  fool  that  reared  it. 

Cou.KY  CiBBRR  —  Kiihard  III. 

SOMETHING  like  Gibber's  cynical  words  might  be 
applied  to  the  men  of  the  Revolution.     Many  a 
brave   patriot   is   less    remembered   than    Arnold, 
and  distinguished  British  oiBcers  than  Andr^.     Of  the 
latter's  prototype  in  misfortune,  the  heroic  Nathan  Hale, 
Thacher,  the  Revolutionary  surgeon,  quoting  Hannah 
Adams'    History    of  New    England^    says :    "  Whilst 
almost  every  historian  has  celebrated  the  virtues  and 
lamented  the  fate  of  Andr^,  Hale  has  remained  un- 
noticed,' and  it  is  scarcely  known   that   such   a   character   ever   existed ; "    and 
Fenimore  Cooper  says,  "  Arnold  has  acquired  a  notoriety  that  promises  to  be 
as  lasting  as  that  of  Erostratus." 

The  reason  for  this  is  not  far  to  seek.  Hale's  story  is  exceedingly  brief, 
and  almost  entirely  lacking  in  details,  while  Andre's  is  just  the  reverse. 
Hence  it  has  always  been  invested  with  a  peculiar  degree  of  interest,  height- 
ened by  the  personal  and  social  attractions  which  he  possessed  to  such  an 
extent  as  won  friendship  and  admiration  from  enemies  no  less  than  friends. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  plan  to  repeat  the  familiar  story  of  how  Arnold,  the 
hero  of  Quebec  and  Saratoga,  came  to  plan  the  surrender  of  West  Point  and 
the  betrayal  of  his  country,  to  which  in  1778,  only  two  years  before,  he  had 
solemnly  sworn  allegiance.  Nor  shall  I  give  any  detailed  account  of  Andre's 
life.  Both  are  to  be  had  in  general  histories  and  other  works  easily  accf-,sible 
to  the  reader. 


KIP   IIUI'SB. 


1  I  am  glad  to  know  that  a  gentleman  in  New  York  has  long  been  gathering  materials  for  a  new  life  of  Hale, 
which  may  be  published  in  two  or  three  years. 


On  the  night  of  Monday,  the  i8th  of  vSepteinbcr,  1780,  there  was  a 
brilliant  military  assemblage  in  New  York  City,  then  occupied  by  the  British 
army  under  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  The  place  was  the  ancient  stone  house 
of  the  Kip  family,  built  in  1696  (and  standing  as  lately  as  1.S50),  where  is 
now  the  corner  of  Second  Avenue  and  Thirty-fourth  Street.  At  tlie  time  it  was 
the  quarters  of  Colonel  Williams,'  of  the  80th  regiment.  The  occasion  was  a 
dinner  given  by  him  to  Clinton  and  his  staff.  Andre,  as  Adjutant  General 
and  Clinton's  favorite,  was  prominent  among  the  guests."  At  the  close  of  the 
festivities  he  sang  the  song  attributed  to  General  Wolfe,  and  then  very  popular,' 
the  second  and  best-known  verse  beginning: 

Why,  soldiers,  why, 
SlioiiUl  we  Iw  nielanoholy  ^Hiys? 

Though  officers  of  the  Highland  regiments  were  present,  no  soothsayer 
like  he  of  Clan  Ivor  was  there,  to  see  the  winding  sheet  almost  as  high  on 
Andre's  breast  as  the  Taisliatr  had  seen  it  on  Colonel  Gardiner's  the  day  before 
Prestonpans.  Little  thought  any  of  the  party  that  just  two  weeks  later  he 
would  be  a  corpse,  buried  at  the  foot  of  an  improvised  gibbet  in  a  little  hamlet 
of  Orange  County  (the  present  Rockland  Coir        was  formed  out  of  Orange). 

From  New  York  he  went  the  next  day,  Tuesday,  by  way  of  King's 
Bridge  to  Dobbs'  Ferry,  and  thence  to  the  sloop-of-war  /'«//«/-£■,'  then  probably 
at  anchor  off  North  Point,  Teller's  Point.''  Reaching  her  about  7  P.  M.,  he 
waited  all  the  next  day  (Wednesday)  without  message  or  news  from  Arnold.' 
The  next  point  of  interest  in  the  drama  —  its  opening  scene,  iu  fact,  regarding 
the  Williams  dinner  as  the  prologue, — is  the  spot  where  the  interview  with  him 
occurred.  At  the  period  we  are  noticing,  the  correspondence  with  Arnold  had 
continued  for  eighteen  months,'  or  from  about  the  spring  of  1779,  under  the  guise 
of  proposed    mercantile   transactions.     His   letters,   in  a  disguised  hand,   were 

1  It  is  significant  that  so  early  in  the  story  I  have  to  note  that  while  I  insert  this  name  on  the  strength  of  Lossing, 
I  can  find  in  Mr.  Worthington  C.  Ford's  valuable  Lisl  of  lliilish  Officers,  17^4-80,  no  Williams  who  was  a 
Colonel,  nor  any  Williams  amonf^  the  80th  officers.     From  whom  did  Lossing  (inote? 
For  the  view  of  the  Kip  House  I  am  mdebted  to  Mr.  S.  Victor  Constant,  of  New  York. 

^  Lossing  (  The  Two  Spies)  says  Clinton  had  intimate<l  that  he  was  alraut  starting  on  a  mission  of  importance, 
and  openly  declared  he  would  become  Sir  John  Andr6  if  he  successfully  accomplished  it. 

'  See  Ap])endix. 

*  She  was  a  third-rate,  carrying  fourteen  guns,  and  conmianiled  by  Lieutenant  Andrew  Sutherland,  R.  N.  "  If  any 
omen  might  be  derivetl  from  her  name  and  histor>',  she  was  a  fortunate  ship  for  the  enterprise,  having  been 
very  successful  in  avoiding  our  privateers.  Thirty-five  years  before  (1745)  a  band  of  prisoners,  some  of 
them  detained  as  spies  (comprising  not  only  Home,  in  whose  tragedy  of  DoUi<las  Andr6  had  delighted  to 
iK'ar  a  character,  but  Witherspoon,  now  active  for  the  Congress,  and  Barrow,  in  arms  for  the  King, )  had 
escaped  from  Charles  Edward's  hands,  and  flying  from  Doune  Castle  by  TuUyallan,  were  received  on  board 
her." — Sargent. 

6  See  map,  post. 

"  The  meeting  planned  by  Arnold  for  September  11  at  Dobbs'  Ferry  had  failed,  owing  to  his  never-explained 
neglect  to  provide  his  boat  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  its  conse(|uent  hostile  reception  by  the  Ilritish.  He 
then  wrote  again,  September  15  :  "I  will  send  a  person  to  meet  you  at  Dobbs'  Ferry,  at  the  landing  on  the 
east  side,  on  Wednesday,  the  20th,  who  will  conduct  you  to  a  place  of  safety,  where  I  will  meet  you.  It 
will  be  necessary  for  you  to  be  disguised  *»»**.  Smith  (see post.)  failed  to  get  one  of  the  Colquhoun 
brothers  as  boatman,  hence  the  delay  until  Thursday.  7  it  became  necessary,  page  3. 


(Rector  of  Si.   Mary's  Clinrcli,   niirliiiKton,   N.  J.) 


(from  the  collection  of  or.  THOMAS  ADDIS  EMMET.) 


^L. 


signed  "Gustavus,"  and  addressed  "Mr.  John  Anderson,  merchant,  to  the  care 
of  Mr.  James  Osborne,  to  be  left  at  Rev.  Mr.  Odcll's.'" 

Aboard  the   I'ltllure  Andr6  fonnd  Beverly  Robinson,  and  after  frnitlessiy 
waiting  over  Wednesday  wrote  thus  to  Clinton : 

On  board  the  l^ullure, 

21  September. 
vSiR  :  A.s  the  tide  was  favorable  on  my  arrival  at  the  sloop  yesterday,  I  determined 
to  l)e  myself  the  bearer  of  your  Kxcellency  s  letters  as  far  as  the  Vultute.  I  have  snflered 
for  it,  having  caught  a  very  bad  cold,  and  had  so  violent  a  return  of  a  disorder  in  my 
stomacli  which  had  attacked  me  a  few  days  ago,  that  Captain  Sutherland  and  Colonel 
Robinson  insist  on  my  remaining  on  board  till  I  am  better.  I  hope  to-morrow  to  get  down 
again. 

In  this  letter  he  enclosed  one  meant  for  Clinton  only: 

Sir  :  I  got  on  board  the  Vulture  at  about  seven  o'clock  last  evening  ;  and  after 
con.sidcring  upon  the  letters  and  the  answer  given  by  Col.  Robinson,'  "that  he  would 
remain  on  board,  and  hoped  I  should  be  up,"  we  thouglit  it  most  natural  to  expect  the 
Man  I  sent  into  the  Country  here,"  and  therefore  did  not  think  of  going  to  the  Ferry. 
Nobody  has  apjieared.  This  is  the  second  expedition  I  have  made  without  an  ostensible 
reason,  and  Col.  Robinson  both  times  of  the  party.  A  third  would  infallibly  fire  sus- 
picions. I  have  therp'ore  thought  it  best  to  remain  here  on  plea  of  sickness,  as  my 
enclosed  letter  will  feigi.,  and  try  further  expedients. 

From  the  vessel,  a  letter  dated  "Morning  y^  0 ,^' t^  '         t^Zc^ 

of  2 1  st  September,"  and  written  by  Andr6  though  ji^  oUi^t<rJ^ 

signed  by  Sutherland,  was  sent  to  Colonel  James     /y  ^ 

T  It  became  necessary  at  this  instant  that  the  secret  correspondence  under  feigned  names,  which  had  so  long  been 
cartied  on,  should  be  rendered  into  certainty  ;  both  as  to  the  person  being  General  Arnold,  commanding 
at  West  Point,  and  that  in  tlie  manner  in  which  he  was  to  surrender  himself,  the  forts  and  troops,  to  me, 
it  should  be  so  conducted  under  a  concerted  plan  between  us,  as  that  the  King's  troops  sent  upon  this 
expedition  should  be  under  no  risk  of  surprise  or  counterplot ;  and  1  was  detemiinetl  not  to  undertoke  the 
attempt  but  under  such  particular  security.  I  knew  the  ground  on  which  the  forts  were  placed,  and  the 
contiguous  country,  tolerably  well,  luving  been  there  in  1777  ;  and  I  had  receiveil  many  hints  touching 
both,  from  General  Arnold.  But  it  was  certainly  necessary  that  a  meeting  should  be  held  with  that  oflicer, 
for  settling  the  whole  plan.  *  *  *  General  Arnold  had  also  his  reasons,  which  must  be  so  very  obvious 
as  to  make  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  explain  them.  Many  projects  for  a  meeting  were  formed,  and  conse- 
quently several  attempts  made,  in  all  of  which  General  Arnold  seemed  extremely  desirous  that  some 
person  who  had  my  particular  confidence  might  be  sent  him  ;  some  man,  as  he  described  it  in  writing, 
of  his  own  mensuration. 
I  had  thought  of  a  person  under  this  important  description  who  would  gladly  have  undertaken  it,  but  his 
peculiar  situation  at  the  time,  from  which  I  could  not  release  him,  prevented.  *  »  *  General  Arnold 
finally  insisted  that  the  person  should  be  Major  Andr^,  who  had  been  the  person  who  managed  and  carried 
on  the  secret  correspondence. — CLINTON,  in  Sparis. 
The  "Hon.  and  Rev."  (as  he  is  generally  styled)  Jonathan  Odell  was  burn  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  September  25, 1737, 
and  died  in  Fredericton,  N.  B.,  Novemlrer  25,  1818.  He  studied  medicine,  and  became  a  surgeon  in  the 
British  army,  but  by  1767  had  studied  theology,  and  eventually  became  rector  of  the  Kpiscopal  church  at 
Burlington,  N.J.  His  Toryism  obliged  him  to  leave  the  state,  and  he  settled  in  New  York,  where  he 
became  chaplain  of  one  of  the  Loyalist  regiments.  He  was  possessed  of  considerable  musical  ability,  and 
one  of  his  songs  is  said  to  have  suggested  the  tune  of  //ail  Columbia.  He  left  the  United  States  with  the 
British  army,  and  settled  in  New  Brunswick,  where,  and  in  Nova  Scotia,  his  descendants  still  live. 

3  To  Arnold. 

<  That  Arnold  or  bis  messenger  would  come  aboard. 


LiviiifTston,  of  tlie  Additional  Continentals,'  who  commanded  at  both  Verplanck's 
and  .Stony  Points.  It  complained  of  a  violation  of  a  flag  of  truce  the  day  before." 
When  tlie  letter  was  shown  Aniold,  the  handwriting  of  course  showed  him  that 
his  corrcsijondent  "  Anderson  "  was  aboard  the  vessel.  Having  previously  had  his 
own  bar^e  go  up  Canopus  Creek,  above  Peekskill,  and  bring  thence  to  Croni 
Island,  in  Haverstraw  Creek,  a  rowboat,  he  was  now  ready  to  have  Andre  and 
Robinson"  brought  ashore.  To  do  this  required  a  third  person,  as  confidant. 
Such  an  one  he  had  found  not  long  before,  in  Joshua  Hett  Smith,  of  Haverstraw. 
This  man's  character  is  of  great  interest.  He  was  very  well  connected,  rich,  if 
not  wealthy,  intimate  with  prominent  patriots,  and  was  a  lawyer  by  profession, 
as  were  also  two  of  his  brothers.'  He  was  bom  May  27,  1749,  being  a  brother 
of  William  Smith,  the  Chief  Justin.  >'  New  York,  and  in  1770  married  Elizabeth 
Gordon,  of  Belvedere,  South  Carolina.' 

When  General  Robert  Howe  turned  over  the  command  of  West  Point  to 
Arnold,  the  previous  third  of  August,  he  recommended  Smith  to  him  as  a  man 
wlio  could  be  very  useful  in  securing  important  news  of  the  enemy's  plans. 
Having  secured  his  consent  to  aid  in  the  desired  interview,  Arnold  gave  him 
an  order  on  Major  Kierse"  for  the  rowboat,  furnished  him  with  the  necessary 
passes,  and  left  him  to  get  the  two  rowers  for  the  boat.  Two  tenants  of  his 
own,  the  Colquhoun  brothers,  Samuel'  and  Joseph,  were  asked  to  serve.  Refusing 
at  first,  Arnold  threatened  the:n  with  arrest  as  persons  disaffected  to  the 
American  cause,  and  they  reluctantly  yielded. 

<  James  Livingston,  not  Henrv  B.,  as  Lossing  says.  (See  Wasliington's  letter  to  Lamb,  Chap.  II.)  He 
is  also  fmiiul  as  Colonel  of  the  First  Canadian  regiment,  and  was  with  Montgomery  pl  Chambly  and 
Quehec.  He  w;is  Ijorn  in  Canada,  March  27,  1747,  and  died  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  V.,  November  '  ^832. 
Washington,  after  these  events,  wrote  him  :  "  I  am  gratified  that  tiie  post  was  in  the  hands  of  an  ouicer  so 
devoted  as  you  were  to  the  cause  of  your  country.*'     Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton  is  his  granddaughter. 

2  To  this  occurrence  a  good  deal  of  invention  attaches,  with  the  necessary  result  of  confusing  history.     A 
careful  examination  of  all  authorities  leads  me  to  summarize  it  thus :  On  the  20th,  Moses  Sherwood  and 
Jack  Peterson  ( a  mulatto  soldier  of  Van  Cortland's — the  3d — regiment  of  Westchester  militia,  who  had  been 
a  prisoner  in  the ycr^rv  ship,  and  who  died  at  103,  in  Tarrytown),  concealed  in  the  underbrush  at  North 
Pt)int,  fired  on  a  boat— presumably  a  flag — from  the  Vulture, 
On  this  one  fact  a  mass  of  traditionary  and  legendary  romance  has  been  built.     As  a  specimen  :  So  practical  a 
man  of  business  as  Freeman  Hunt  {Letters  about  the  Hudson)  states  that  the  event  was  on  the  22d  ;  that 
the  Ixiat  was  filled  with  men,  but  that  they  had  only  one  musket  among  them  (!) ;  that  it  was  to  take 
aboard  Amlrd,  who,  soon  after  its  repulse,  came  down  near  the  shore,  but  had  to  go  back  to  Crorapond  (!!) 
where  he  spent  the  night  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Smith  (!!!) 
Such  is  history  "  as  she  is  wrote,"  even  forty  years  nearer  Andr^  than  are  Wi  to-day. 
The  firing  of  Livingston's  cannon,  on  the  aad,  was  an  entirely  separate  affair. 

>  There  is  no  doubt  he  expected  and  wished  to  see  Robinson, 

*  While  previously  living  in  New  York,  he  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  "Sons  of  Liberty,"  with  Marinus 
Willett  and  other  Whigs.  Jones  (A'.  }'.  in  the  Reivlution^  says  Smith  was  one  of  the  mob  which,  in 
■775.  tried  to  seize  Rev.  Dr.  Myles  Cooper,  President  of  King's  (now  Columbia)  College,  and  maltreat 
him  for  his  Tory  sympathies.  In  1776  he  and  his  brother-in-law.  Colonel  Hay  (of  whom  more  hereafter), 
were  nicmbers  of  the  New  York  Convention,  which  drafted  the  State  Constitution.  He  always  asserted 
his  ignorance  of  Arnold's  designs,  but  Dr.  Thacher  [Military Journal)  says  he  "had  long  been  suspected 
of  a  predilection  for  the  British  interest."     Compare  Lamb's  opinion  of  him,  post. 

'  They  had  three  children— Joshua  Gordon,  Sarah  and  Laura  Sophia  (the  latter  by  his  second  wife,  see  Chapter 
v.).  Sarah  married  Thomas  Hay,  probably  son  of  Colonel  A.  H.  Hay.  Laura  married  —  West,  and 
adaughler  of  Thomas  Smith  (Joshua's  brother)  married  John  C.  Spencer,  Secretary  of  the  Nrvy  in  184a, 
and  became  the  mother  of  the  unfortunate  Midshipman  Philip  Spencer,  of  the  brig  inters. 
Dr.  Thacher.  who  had  met  her  at  West  Point,  at  the  house  of  Major  Bauman,  says:  "Mrs.  Smith  was  an 
accomplished  and  interesting  woman."  «  Major  and  (Juartermaster,  \ 

7  Samuel  hadpreviously,      jP^S^S- 
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The  passes  read : 

Headquarters, 

Robinson  House, 

Sept.  20,  1780. 

Permission  is  given  to  Joshua  Smith,  Esquire,  a  gentleman,  Mr.  John   Anderson, 

who  is  with  him,  and  his  two  servants,  to  pass  and  repass  the  guards  near  King's  Ferry 

at  all  times. 

B.  Arnold,  M.  Gen'l. 

Headquarters, 

Robinson  House, 

Sept.  21,  1780 
Permission   is  granted  to  Joshua  Smith,   Esq.,  to  go  to   Dobbs'   Ferry  with   three 
men  and  a  l?o>-  with  a   Flag  to  carry  .some  Letters  of  a  private   Nature  for  Gentlemen  in 

New  York,  and  to  return  immediately. 

B.  Arnold,  M.  Gen'l. 

N.  B.  He  has  permission  to  go  at  such  hours  and  times  as  the  tide  and  his 
business  suits.  K.  A. 

To  protect  him  still  further  he  was  given  a  letter  to  Beverly  Robinson, 
who  had  previously  written  Arnold  for  an  interview  on  the  subject  of  his  con- 
fiscated property:' 

"This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Smith,  who  will  conduct  you  to  a  place  of 
.safety.  Neither  Mr.  Smith  nor  any  other  person  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  your 
proiwsals.  If  they  (which  I  doubt  not)  are  of  such  a  nature  that  I  can  officially  take 
notice  of  them,  I  shall  do  it  with  pleasure.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  Colonel  Robinson 
will  not  propose  anything  that  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  as  well  as 
him.self . ' ' 

The  Start  was  made  at  about  midnight  of  Thursday,  the  21st.  By  Arnold's 
orders  the  oars  were  muffled  with  pieces  of  sheepskin.  As  the  moon  did  not 
rise  until  six  o'clock  Friday  morning,  the  flag  of  truce  could  not  have  been  seen, 
had  it  been  used  that  night — a  fact  which  had  an  important  bearing  on  the 
results  of  the  trip.  The  countersign,  to  pass  the  American  guard-boats,  that 
uight,  was  "  Congress. "°  The  boat  was  allowed  to  come  alongside,  or  seems  to 
have  done  so  almost  unperceived  by  the  sentinel,  and  Smith  got  aboard  by 
a  convenient  rope,  only  to  be  received — as  he  says  —  with  threats  from  the  watch- 

^  Major  and  Quartermaster  William  Kiers  (Kierse  or  Kierce),  seems  to  have  been  in  charge  at  Stony  Point. 
It  is  to  be  presumed  he  was  of  Livingston's  regiment,  though  the  only  record  of  him  in  the  State's 
archives  is  as  a  captain  of  the  Haverstravp  militia,  in  1778.  This  regiment  was  commanded  bv  Colonel 
Hay.  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  find  his  descendants,  or  to  obtain  any  definite  informajion  about 
him. 

7  Samuel  had  previously  refused  to  row  Smith  to  the  Vulture  on  the  twentieth,  and  Smith  .sent  him  on 
horseback  to  Arnold,  with  a  letter  to  that  effect,  which  brought  the  traitor  at  once  to  Haverstraw. 

1  On  the  seventeenth,  when  Washington  and  Arnold  were  together  at  Smith's  house,  Arnold  showed  the  Chief 
a  letter  from  Robinson  about  his  confiscated  estates,  addressed  to  General  Putnam,  or  the  officer  com- 
manding at  West  Point.  The  writer  requested  an  interview,  which  Washington  discouraged,  adding  that 
Arnold  might  send  a  trusty  representative  if  he  chose.  In  telling  the  story  to  Luzerne  he  added  :  "  I  had 
uo  more  suspicion  of  Arnold  at  the  time  than  of  myself."  a  The  question  of,  page6. 


officer,  who  evidently  had  not  been  taken  into  his  superiors'  confidence.  He  was 
allowed  to  enter  the  cabin,  where  he  found  Sutherland  and  "old  Colonel 
Robinson.'"  The  third  person,  who  was  to  play  so  important  a  part  in  the 
events  of  the  week — Andre  himself — was  in  his  berth  at  the  moment,  but  soon 
came  out  and  joined  the  party.  After  Smith  had  given  Robinson  the  letter  from 
Arnold  and  announced  his  errand,  Andr6  offered  to  go  ashore  with  him,  as 
Koliin.son  refused.  Several  authorities  agree  that  both  Robinson  and  Sutherland 
exi)ected  Arnold,  though  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why,  in  view  of  his  letter. 
In  fact  each  party  to  the  transaction  seems  to  have  expected  the  other  to  take  the 
risk  of  coming  to  him.  Robinson  and  Arnold  were  each  too  cautious  to  run  into 
danger,  but  not  so  Andre.  Though  both  Robinson  and  Sutherland  opposed  him, 
he  was  tired  of  inaction  aboard  ship,  and  was  not  to  be  dissuaded  from  trying  to 
close  the  long  correspondence  by  a  personal  interview.  Entering  Smith's  boat, 
both  were  soon  on  shore,  at  a  spot  at  the  foot  of  Long  Clove  Mountain,  about  two 
miles  below  Haverstraw.  It  is  now  identifiable  only  by  the  remains  —  visible  at 
low  tide — of  "  Andre's  dock,"  on  the  beach  at  the  terminus  of  a  road  extending 
from  the  Clove  to  the  river.  The  slope  is  steep,  and  the  road  itself,  many  years 
disused,  is  overgrown  with  trees  and  underbrush,  yet  its  course,  northeast  from 
the  old  highway,'  is  still  fairly  plain.  In  the  view  of  the  landing-place'''  the  large 
boulder  on  the  left  stands  almost  on  a  line  with  the  north  side  of  the  dock,  and 
is  the  most  prominent  object  on  the  shore.  Suitably  inscribed,  this  would  con- 
stitute an  admirable  monument  for  the  spot  identified  with  an  event  of  so  much 
historic  importance. 

2  The  (luestion  of  the  tide  on  this  occasion  is  one  which  apparently  does  not  admit  of  solution.  Sargent  says 
the  b»wit  was  started  on  the  last  of  the  ebb,  and  by  the  time  the  Vulture  was  reached  it  was  young  flood. 
But  (iaiiic's  Kigisler  for  1780  says  high  tide  was  at  three  A.  M.  of  Thursday,  or  about  four  a.  m.  of  Friday. 
"Thus  the  tide  would  have  been  against  the  rowers  all  the  way  down — nearly  twelve  miles.  The  Coast 
and  ("ieo<lttic  ,Sur\ey  authorities  at  Washington  give  me  the  time  of  high  water  as  3.12  A.  M.  Friday,  which 
niakis  no  m.ilerial  difference. "     (E.  H.  ilAhh,  Spirit  q/"' 76,  March,  1898.) 

Smith's  historic  stattiuent  is  that  it  was  strong  ebb  at  about  that  time. 

In  this  connection  the  table  from  Gaine's  Register  will  be  found  interesting  ; 

Moon,  September,  1780. 
First  Quarter,  Tuesday  5th,  6  p.  M. 

FtiU  Moon,      We<lnesday,  13th,  8     " 
Last  Quarter,  Thursday,     21st,  6  A.  M. 


New  Moon, 

28th,  2 

" 

Tides. 

High  Water. 

Sun  rises. 

Sept.  20,  Wed. 

2  hr.    2 

557 

21,  Th. 

3    "     0 

5.58 

22,  Fri. 

3    "  54 

5.59 

23,  Sat. 

4    "  50 

6.  0 

24,  Sun. 

5    "  48 

6.  I 

25,  Men. 

6   "  40 

(•■  3 

26,  Tues.  Afay ; 

rain  7   "  38 

6.  4 

27,  Wed. 

8   "  30 

28,  Thurs. 

9    "   J7 

6.  5 

29,  Fri. 

10    "   12 

6.  7 

30,  Sat. 

II    "     6 

6.  8 

Oct.      1,  Sun. 

11    "   56 

6.10 

2,  Mon. 

12    "  50 

6.13 

'  His  .son,  neverly,  Jr.,  was  lieutenant-colonel  of  his  regiment. 
•l  See  map,  opposite  page. 


»  In  the  view,  page  7. 
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We  may  now  retuni  to  our  traveller  for  a  brief  retrospect  of  his  career. 
Having  been  captured  at  St.  John's  in  1775,'  and  imprisoned  successively  at 
Lancaster  and  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  Andr6  was  not  unfamiliar  with  the 
American  character — in  fact,  by  1780  he  had  probably  been  longer  in  the  couHlry 
than  most  of  his  companions  in  arms.  It  was  to  Clinton's  esteem  he  owed  the 
personal  request  to  tlie  War  Office,  in  the  previous  August,  which  had  secured 
his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Major  (in  the  54th  Regiment),  and  the  appointment 
as  Adjutant-General.  That  same  esteem  had  won  his  Chief's  consent  when 
Arnold  asked  that  he  be  sent  as  the  British  representative ;  but,  in  spite  of  his 
personal  attractions  and  professional  attainments,  his  cour.se  in  the  important 
business  now  entrusted  to  him  clearly  shows  him  to  have  lacked  the  prudence 
and  readiness  vital  to  success  under  such  conditions.  It  was  a  fortunate  choice, 
for  the  patriot  cause,  for,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  show,  Arnold's  treason  was 
several  times  almost  successful,  failing  only  because  of  trifles  which  a  cooler  head 
than  Andre's  might  have  easily  foreseen  and  as  easily  overcome.  This  leads  me 
to  call  these  three  weeks  the  crisis  of  the  Revolution.  Clinton  remembered  that 
the  capture  of  Fort  Washington,  the  first  great  success  of  the  British  arms  —  if 
we  except  the  battle  of  Long  Island  —  was  achieved  by  the  liberal  use  of  gold, 
securing  the  defection  of  the  "  first  American  traitor,"-  Demont  (or  Dement),  and 
he  naturally  looked  for  much  greater  success  in  Arnold's  case,  for  the  stake  was 
greater,  and  he  was  as  ready  to  buy  at  any  cost  as  Arnold  to  sell.  The  time  was 
opportune,  for  the  colonies  had  had  five  years'  ceaseless  fighting,  Continental 
money  was  practically  worthless,  and  the  future  was  very  dark.  Even  Washington 
vyrote  that  he  had  "  almost  ceased  to  hope."  The  plan  was  simple  enough,  and, 
so  far  as  Arnold  was  concerned,  was  carried  out — the  fatal  weakness  lay  with 
Andre.'  West  Point  once  in  British  hands,  what  might  not  have  been  the  change 
in  our  national  history?  Could  independence  have  been  achieved — and  at  how 
much  greater  cost  of  time,  blood  and  money  ?* 

»  In  tlie  view  from  the  south  showing  Haverstraw  in  the  distance.    The  other  view  shows  Teller's  Point,  nearly 
opposite. 

1  He  was  quartennaster  of  the  post.  His  first  commission  was  as  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Fusiliers 
(7th  Foot),  March  4,  1771.  The  regiment  was  sent  to  Canada  by  way  of  Philadelphia,  in  1773,  so  that  he 
was  in  the  future  capital  of  the  Colonies  while  the  first  Congress  was  in  session,  Lossing  ( Two  Sfiif-^) 
says  he  di<l  not  arrive  until  September,  1774,  and  that  he  wore  citizen's  dress,  visited  New  York  and 
Boston,  and  reached  Queliec  in  November.  He  thinks  Sir  Ouy  Carleton  directed  him  to  do  tliis,  to  gain 
information  of  the  patriots'  plans,  etc. 
After  the  battle  of  Long  Island  he  was  exchanged,  and  soon  made  Captain  in  the  261I1  Regiment — the 
"  Cameronians."  While  in  Philadelphia  during  its  occupation  hy  the  British,  his  fondness  for  social  and 
theatrical  affairs  brought  him  into  the  circle  of  acquaintance  with  Miss  Shippen,  who  became  Arnold's 
second  wife. 

»  See  W.  R.  Benjamin's  chapter  in  the  S.  A.  R.'s  pamphlet,  Fori  Washinglon  (N.  Y.,  1897). 

Strictly  speaking,  he  was  not  the  first,  for  Dr.  Church  and  Major  Zed-.\it7.  preceded  iiiiii  and  General  De 
Fermoy  followed  them.  Church  was  lieail  of  the  army  hospital  ut  Boston,  1775,  Zedwit?.  was  Major  of 
McDougall's — First  —  New  York  Regiment,  and  was  cashiered  foi  a  treapoimble  correspondence  with  Tryon 
after  the  battle  of  White  Plains.  De  Fermoy  set  fire  to  his  house  on  Mount  Independence,  at  Ticonderoga, 
in  1777,  thereby  revealing  to  the  enemy  the  evacuation  in  progress. 

s  Had  Andr6  exhibited  a  presence  of  mind  worthy  of  his  reputation  for  sagacity,  the  die  had  been  cast  whidi 
sealed  the  fate  of  the  Highland  passes. — Leake.  *  In  the  first  place,  page  8. 
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Aiidrt  later  acknowlcdKcd  that  Clinton  had  explicitly  ordered  him  not  to 
enter  the  American  lines,  change  his  nniform  or  receive  papers.  A  cantion 
against  iJiitting  it  ont  of  liis  power  to  retnrn  to  the  Viillior  would  have  seemed 
sui)erfln(ms  — but  it  was  just  here  he  made  his  first  mistake.  True,  part  of  the 
rcsijonsiliility  rests  on  Robinson'  and  Sutherland,  but  that  he  would  go  ashore 
in  a  stranger's  boat,  without  providinnf  iudependent  means  of  return,  in  the  shape 
of  an  armed  boat  from  the  Viiltsor,  ■'.ri.'^r  to  accompany  or  follow  Smith's,  could 
never  have  suggested  itself  to  inyi-.ie.'  We  may  now  return  to  the  midnight 
conference.  Arnold  awaited  his  visitor  prouaMy  very  near  the  centre  of  the  spot 
shown  in  the  view  of  "  The  Firs."  Smith  says  he  was  "  hid  in  a  clump  of  firs." 
Though  but  few  such  trees  are  there  now,  there  are  enough  to  retain  for  the  place 
something  of  its  original  aspect.  It  was  dim,  even  on  a  bright  August  morning, 
when  I  visited  it.  At  the  historic  hour  we  are  concerned  with,  there  was  no  moon, 
and  the  stars  could  have  given  little  or  no  light  through  the  den.se  wood. 

The  steep  ascent  —  nearly  fifty  feet  —  from  the  beach  was  easy  for  an 
active  young  man  like  Andre,  and  he  and  his  unknown  correspondent  were  soon 
met.  Expressing  surprise  and  regret  at  Robinson's  non-appearance,  the  traitor 
asked  Smith  to  return  to  the  boat.  To  be  thus  dismissed  to  the  society  of  his  two 
boatmen-tenants  must  have  been  galling  to  the  man  whose  aid  in  bringing  about 
the  meeting  had  been  sought  by  Arnold  but  a  few  days  before.  Of  course  he 
could  not  refuse,  and  the  two  conspirators  were  left  alone.  The  place  was  well 
suited  for  a  meeting  which  would  not  bear  daylight — literally  or  figuratively.  It 
was  easily  accessible  by  either  road  or  river,  yet  remote  from  any  dwelling.  Just 
what  passed  during  the  long  interview,  none  but  the  two  principals  ever  knew. 
Below,  the  tired  boatmen  probably  slept,  but  Smith,  suffering  alike  from  wounded 
pride  and  the  ague  to  which  he  was  subject,  must  have  had  a  weary  time  of 
waiting  in  the  boat  or  on  the   beach.    The  exact  length   of  the  interview  is 

*  In  the  first  place,  the  mere  acquisition  of  a  fortress  so  important,  with  aU  its  depeiulencies,  garrison,  stores, 
nuiKa/.inc,  ves.sels,  etc.,  was  (would  tie)  an  achievement  of  no  secondary  magnitnile.  The  supplies 
gathered  here  were  very  great,  and,  once  lost,  could  not  have  lieen  readily,  if  at  all,  restored.  The  works 
were  esteemed  our  tower  of  salvation,  an  American  Gibraltar,  impregnanle  to  an  army  twenty  thousand 
strong.  Though  yet  unfinished,  they  had  cost  three  million  dollars  and  three  years'  labor  of  the  army. 
Hut  tlie  ulterior  conse<)uences  of  its  possession  were  of  even  greater  importance.  It  would  have  enabled 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  have  checked  all  trade  between  New  England  and  the  Central  and  Southern  States. 
It  was,  in  Washington's  eyes,  the  bolt  that  locked  this  communication.  The  Eastern  States  chiefly 
ileiiendtd  for  their  breailstuffs  on  their  sisters  in  the  Union,  were  commercial  rather  than  agricultural 
coininunities,  and  the  power  that  at  once  commanded  the  seaboard  and  the  Hudson  might  easily  bring 
ujion  them  all  the  horrors  of  famine.  From  Canada  to  l,oiig  Island  Sound  a  virtual  barrier  would  have 
shut  out  New  England  from  its  supplies,  as  the  wall  of  Antonine  barred  the  free  and  rugged  Caledonians 
from  the  Roman  colonies  and  the  south  of  "RrHzin.—Sparks. 

1  Colonel  Robinson  observed  tliat  as  they  had  but  two  men  in  a  large  boat,  they  would  find  some  difficulty  in 
getting  on  shore,  and  proposed  that  one  of  ours  should  tow  them  some  part  of  the  way,  to  which  he 
(Sniitli)  objectetl,  as  it  might,  in  case  of  falling  in  with  any  of  their  guard-boats,  be  deemed  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  flag. — Sulhetiand  lo  Clinton,  Oct.  5. 

■-'  Andrd's  testimony  up.sets  the  flag  theory  (see  Chapter  V).  Smith  says  he  asked  for  two  rowers,  to  aid  the 
Colquliouns,  but  was  refusoi.  This  was  very  natural  on  Sutherland's  part.  I.eake  pertinently  remarks, 
"This  iKirtion  of  the  plot  seems  to  have  been  most  clumsily  contrived,  and  unless  it  was  changed  in  part 
of  its  details,  failed  from  its  own  stupidity.  Why  the  Vulture  should  not  have  been  ordered  to  anchor 
nearer  the  place  of  meeting  is  very  difiicult  to  imagine."  She  was  now  twelve  miles  further  up-stream  than 
when  at  Dobbs'  Ferry. 


"The  Firs,"  JrsT  Bei.ow  Haverstraw. 

Scene  of  the  Arnold-Amir^  Midnight  Conference. 


uncertain,  hut  as  Smith  says  he  went  up  to  warn  Arnold  of  the  approach  of  day- 
lifflit,  it  couhl  not  have  heen  less  tlian  three  hours,  if  we  allow  two  hours  from 
midnight  to  reach  the  dock  from  Haverstraw,  and  the  sun  to  rise  at  six.  Arnold 
had  foreseen  a  prolon}i;ed  discussion,  and  had  caused  a  nej^ro  servant'  to  ride  a 
horse  to  some  spot  convenient  to  the  meeting!;  place,  so  that  Andr6  might  have  a 
mount  if  necessary.  The  warning  of  Smith  ending  the  conference,  Andr6 
mounted,  the  negro  going  to  the  hoat,  which  the  Colquhouns  rowed  hack  up 
stream  to  Hay's  dock  in  Haverstraw  Creek.''  The  mounted  pair  took  their  way 
over  the  old  highway  (now  disused  and  closed  hy  a  locked  gate).  At  some 
distance  from  tlic  "  Kirs,''  it  joins  the  present  highway,  called  the  Clove  road. 

Haverstraw  in  1780  was  a  mere  hamlet,  the  original  buildings  of  which 
have  long  since  disappeared  before  the  advance  of  the  cavernous  brick  yards, 
some  of  which  have  in  their  turn  been  abandoned.  Its  southern  limit  was 
probably  about  the  spot  now  called  Kierse's  dock  (formerly  owned  by  descendants 
of  the  Stony  Point  quartermaster.)  Near  this  mu.ot  have  been  the  sentry'  whose 
unexpected  challenge  must  have  sent  a  thrill  through  Andre,  showing  as  it  did 
that  he  had  —  unwittingly  —  violated  Clinton's  first  injunction,  by  enteri)ig  the 
American  lines.  It  was  t(X)  late  to  draw  back  —  Arnold  gave  the  countersign,  and 
they   passed   on.     The    way    to   Smith's    house,    whither   they    were   bound,    led 

through  a  thinly  popu- 
^j  /9  y  A^_y^i-y^    ^^— - —     lated  tract  until  Colonel 

/^^^.j.^^s^^x/^^^n-^/-^^'^*^*'^^  Hay's*   house  was  seen, 


in  the  gray  of  morning. 
Near  this  was  the  dock, 
all  traces  of  which  have 


C^^^^  been  obliterated  by  one 

of  the  all-devouring  brick 
yards.  Hay's  house  has  also  i^oue,  its  site  alone  being  identified  by  an  old  frame 
building  on  an  eminence  left  by  cutting  down  the  rest  of  the  plateau  for  brick-clay. 

1  Probably  Smith's  own,  whom  we  shall  meet  again. 
On  Septemlier  iglh  Arnold  wrote  to  one  Jefferson  : 

Headtjuarters, 
Robinion  House,  Sept,  ig,  1780. 
To  Mr.  Jefferson, 

Fredericksburg,  N.  V. 
Sir — Vou  will  please  to  pick  out  of  the  horses  you  have  now  in  your  custody,  or  which  you  may  hereafter 
receive,  a  pair  of  the  best  wagon-horses,  as  also  two  of  the  very  best  saddle  horses  you  can  find,  for  my  use. 
You  '11  send  them  to  me  as  soon  as  possible, 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  Arnold,  M.  G. 
The  saddle  horses  may  have  been  those  used  on  this  occasion. 

a  The  vexed  question  why  they  ilid  not  take  Andrei  back  to  the  Vulture,  may  be  compared  with  his  own  state- 
ment in  Ch.  V.  He  evidently  expected  to  return  to  the  vessel  next  day.  My  own  idea  is  that  the 
Colquhouns,  both  tired  bv  their  work  and  angry  at  being  compelled  to  it  by  Arnold,  were  also  suspicious 
of  the  whole  business,  and  anxious  to  be  rid  of  it ;  so  they  used  the  adverse  tide  as  a  convenient  excuse  for 
refusing  Smith's  request  to  return  to  the  Vulture.  Very  probably  they  were  not  sorry  for  the  chance  of 
thus  "  getting  even  "  with  Arnold. 

•  Of  Spencer's  New  Jersey  Regiment  (see  page  15).  <  Ann  Hawkes  Hay,  page  10. 
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Smith's  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  in  what  is  now  West  Haver- 
straw,  nearly  a  mile  north  by  west  of  the  West  Shore  railroad  station,  and  half  a 
mile  from  tlie  station  of  the  New  Jersey  and  New  York  road.  I'  i e  the  Stony 
Point  highway  comes  in  from  the  north  at  a  right  angle  to  that  wi.i«.u  extends  to 
Garnersville.  It  is  quite  straight  for  some  distance,  at  the  foot  of  a  bluff  forming 
the  western  IxMindary  of  the  alluvial  plain  on  which  stands  the  greater  part  of  the 
two  Haverstraws.  An  old  road  which  extended  to  it  from  Hay's  dock,  and  which 
our  two  riders  probiiMy  followed,  has  long  disappeared.  The  tourist  is  apt  to  be 
misled  as  to  which  ol  the  residences  on  the  ridge  is  the  landmark  he  seeks.  Two 
are  white,  and  very  similar,  but  the  northernmost  is  our  goal.  It  is  but  a  short 
distance  from  the  other,  and  reached  by  a  very  steep  road,  directly  up  the  face  of 
the  ridge.  Up  this  Arnold  and  Andre  must  have  ridden.  Smith's  name  for  the 
property  was  "  Belmont."  It  is  just  four  and  one-tenth  miles'  from  the  scene  of 
the  interview  at  "The  Firs  The  Smiths — there  were  fourteen  sons  and 
daughters  —  were  extensive  landowners  in  this  region,  and  Joshua  seems  to  have 
built  his  house  on  land  belonging  to  his  brother  Thomas.  This  was  about  1770, 
probably  just  before  his  marriage.  It  remains  practically  as  in  1780,  save  in 
two  minor  particulars:  the  eastern  piazza  is  modern,-  and  the  roof  balustrade. 
The  east  side  originally  had  only  the  narrow  Dutch  "stoep"  (stoop)  with  a  seat  on 
either  side.  The  hallway  is  broad  and  the  stairs  make  a  square  turn  half-way  up. 
The  east  half  of  the  ground  floor  comprises  a  single  room,  the  parlor.  Its 
windows  command  a  magnificent  view  south  and  east,  only  excelled  by  the  same 
prospect  from  the  second  story.  Everything  about  the  building  (which  is  locally 
known  as  "  Treason  House  "  and  its  site  as  "  Treason  Hill)  shows  its  connection 
with  the  eighteenth  century.  Its  form  is  nearly  square — 55  by  45  feet — its 
material  stone,  stuccoed  white.  The  wings  are  wooden  and  probably — certainly 
as  to  the  exterior — of  the  second   generation  since   1770,  but  the  same  as  the 

*  Ann  tiawkes  Hay  (whose  singular  Christian  name  recalls  that  of  Be  Montmorency,  the  historic  Constable 
uf  I'rance)  was  tlie  son  of  a  Scotch  planter  in  the  island  of  Jamaica,  where  he  wiis  horn  almut  1754.  He 
was  sent  to  New  York  to  be  educated,  and  in  1772  niiirried  Martha  Smith,  sister  of  Joshua  Ilett  Smith.  (A 
coincidence  is  that  his  distinguished  contemporary,  Alexander  Hamilton,  was,  like  him,  born  the  son  of  a 
Scotch  planter,  in  the  island  of  Nevis,  1757,  and  sent  to  New  York  for  his  education.  The  two  may  have 
met  at  King's  College. ) 
The  Tory  influence  of  some  of  his  wife's  relatives  was  exerted  to  the  utmost,  to  win  him  to  the  British  cause 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution.  Twice  a  conmiisfion  in  the  royal  army  was  offered  him,  but  rsfused. 
He  was  api)oiuted  (1776)  Colonel  of  the  Haverstraw  militia  regiment,  which  did  duty  on  tjie  west  bank  of 
the  Hudson  from  Haverstraw  to  Fort  Lee.  He  attracted  the  notice  of  Washington,  who  was  a  frequent 
visitor  at  his  house.  Soon  after  the  execution  of  Andr^  a  British  force  was  sent,  at  the  instigation  of 
Tryon,  to  Haverstraw,  to  burn  the  dwelling.  A  negro  slave  l.>etrayed  the  place  in  the  garden  where  the 
family  silver  and  other  vahuibles  had  been  buried,  and  they  were  carried  off. 
Colonel  Hay  ilied  suddenly  in  New  York,  alxmt  17.S6,  leaving  a  large  family.  The  present  members  of  it  now 
reside  in  South  Carolina  and  in  Clinton  County,  New  York.  I  am  indebted  to  his  great-grandson,  Mr. 
I..  D.  Hay.  of  West  Chazy.  N.  Y..  for  most  of  these  facts. 
In  the  last  letter  written  by  Washington  to  Arnold  (September  14)  he  8,158:  "I  hope  Colonel  Hay's  plan  for 
obtaining  a  supply  of  flour  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  his  application  to  the  people  of  the  [New 
Hampshire]  Ornnls  will  both  meet  with  success.     He  is  a  faithful  and  indefatigal}le  officer." 

I  Measured  by  li.  H.  Hall,  1897. 

''  Pos,sibly  the  western,  also,  but  I  am  not  sure  of  this.  An  odd  feature  is,  that  while  there  is  no  approach  by 
road  from  the  west,  tlie  hou.se  really  faces  that  way,  as  is  .shown  by  the  brass  knocker  .still  in  place  on  the 
liall  door. 
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originals  in  size  and  form.  Tlie  whole  design  is  that  of  the  best  residences  of  its 
day,  and  when  new  and  in  good  condition  it  must  have  been  a  handsome  and 
dignified  abode  for  a  man  of  means  and  good  social  position,  which  Smith  certainly 
was.  A  complete  list  of  its  visitors  of  note  would  be  interesting.  In  its  dining- 
room  Arnold,  his  host  and  Mrs.  Smith  dined  when  the  former  made  his  frequent 
visits  from  West  Point.  Mrs.  Arnold,  with  her  child,  was  there  overnight, 
Tuesday,  the  twelfth'  of  September,  and  there  were  to  be  other  and  more 
distinguished  guests  soon  after.  Wayne  was  there  on  the  twenty-seventh,  and 
wrote  to  Washington,  dating  from  "Smith's  white  house."  William  Irvine 
followed,  then  Lafayette,  and  finally  Washington,  again,^  nearly  a  year  later,  on 
his  way  to  Cornwallis  and  Yorktown. 

Though  contemporary  opinions  as  to  Smith's  politics  varied  widely,  he  was 
in  excellent  repute  with  many  good  Vv^higs.  Though  Colonel  Lamb,  connnanding 
the  artillery  at  West  Point,  would  not  visit  him  (although  their  wives  were 
relatives)  as  he  deemed  him  a  Tory,  Knox  and  Robert  Howe  testified  in  his  favor 
at  his  trial,  and  Major  Kierse,  of  Stony  Point,  testified  that  Smith  had  lent  him 
a  thousand  dollars  that  very  summer,  to  aid  in  shipping  quartermaster's  stores, 
and  that  his  predecessor.  Quartermaster  Henry,  had  had  a  similar  loan.  Colonel 
Hay  testified  th^t  in  July,  1776,  Smith  was  one  of  thirteen  men  who,  in  the 
absence  of  the  militia,  successfully  resisted  the  landing  of  a  force  from  some 
British  vessels,  to  carry  off  some  stores  from  Haverstraw. 

In  the  parlor,  the  floor  boards  attest  the  building's  age.  They  are  spruce, 
unusually  wide  and  thick,  and  but  little  worn,  considering  their  century  and  a 
quarter  of  use.  The  grate,  fender,  and  iron-work  of  the  fireplace  are  said  to  be 
the  originals,  but  the  marble  mantel  and  jambs  have  been  transferred  to  the 
dining-room  and  replaced  by  others.  They  are  of  white  marble  and  were  brought 
from  England.  On  the  mantel,  some  Vandal  has  roughly  scratched  the  name 
Burr.'  In  the  second  story  the  \isitor  is  shown  a  curious  secret  closet  under  the 
garret  stairs,  and  then  the  most  interesting  apartment  of  the  house,  the  southeast 
bedroom,  where  Arnold  and  Andr^  breakfasted.^  Smith  himself  brought  the 
meal  upstairs,  and  Arnold  returned  to  the  Robinson  House  as  soon  as  it  was  over. 
Every  detail  of  the  conspiracy  had  been  settled  between  Andre  and  himself,  and 

»  There  has  been  some  variance  of  opinion  about  this  date,  some  writers  claiming  it  was  the  nineteenth.  I  have 
followed  Leake,  who  says  Arnold  "brought  Mrs.  Arnold  to  the  Robinson  House,  the  next  day,"  which 
was  the  thirteenth. 

2  King  (see  Ch.  Ill)  says  he  heard  Washington  tell  Luzerne  in  October,  that  he  dined  with  Arnold  at  Belmont 
the  day  he  started  for  his  conference  v,ith  Rochambeau  at  Hartford. 
As  Washington  was  crossing  from  King's  Ferry,  in  Arnold's  boat,  two  incidents  occurred,  which  although 
almost  unnotice<l  at  the  time,  assumed  some  importance  when  the  treachery  became  known.  The  Vuiturg 
was  in  full  view,  and  while  Washington  was  regarding  her  through  his  spyglass,  and  speaking  in  a  low 
tone  to  one  of  his  officers,  Arnold  was  observed  to  appear  uneasy.  A  second  was  Lafayette's  remark  to 
Arnold,  Apropos  of  the  expected  ar?ival  of  the  French  fleet  under  Count  de  Guichen.  Alluding  to  the 
frequent  conmmnications  by  water  between  New  York  and  the  Hudson  river  posts,  he  said:  "General, 
since  you  have  a  correspondence  v.ith  the  enemy,  you  must  ascertain  what  has  become  of  Guichen." 
Arnold  was  disconcerted,  probably  for  a  moment  thinking  his  plot  was  discovered  ;  hut  nothing  more  was 
said,  as  the  shore  was  reached  at  that  moment. — Sparks,  quoted  by  Lossing. 

'  After  Aaron  Burr.    *  According  to  Thacher,  page  n. 
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the  return  of  Washington  from  Hartford  on  tlie  twenty-seventh  was  to  be 
signali/ed  by  the  capture  of  the  Chief  as  well  as  tiiat  of  West  Point.  During 
breakfast,  or,  as  some  accounts  have  it,  as  soon  as  they  had  reached  the  house,' 
the  two  heard  the  sound  of  distant  cannon,  and  from  the  southeast  window,  which 
conuiiands  an  uninterrupted  view  for  ni-les  up  and  down  the  Hudson,  saw  the 
/'////«/ V  lying  close  to  Teller's  Point— too  close  for  safety.  Colonel  Livingston 
had  noticed  her  position  a  day  or  two  before,  and  asked  Arnold  for  two  cannon  to 
use  against  her.  Arnold  evaded  compliance,  and  he  was  obliged  to  content 
himself  with  a  four-pounder,  which  seems  to  have  been  the  only  gun  at  Ver- 
l)lanck's.  Securing  from  Lamb  a  small  supply  of  powder,"  which  the  veteran 
artillerist  grudgingly  furnished,"  he  went  on  Wednesday  to  Croton  Landing  and 
thence  to  the  farmhouse  of  William  Teller  on  the  Point,  to  get  a  horse^  to  draw 
the  cannon  down.  By  Thursday  night — the  twenty-first — this  was  accomplished, 
and  the  gun  in  place  on  or  very  near  Northwest  Point,  as  shown  on  the  map. 
This  was  not  over  a  thousand  yards,  or  two-thirds  of  a  mile,  from  the  sloop.  The 
river  here,  between  Squaw  Point  and  Andre's  dock,  is  quite  two  miles  wide.  The 
success  of  the  cannonade  is  historic.  Smith  says  the  vessel  seemed  to  be  afire. 
Had  she  not  got  away  downstream  with  the  tide  she  must  have  been  sunk  or 
captured.'^'  Thus  the  historic  four-pounder  was  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of 
events  which  were  to  array  themselves  against  him  who,  as  vSmith  says,  was  so 
vehemently  wishing  himself  again  aboard  the  vessel.  The  return  to  her,  on 
which  he  —  and  perhaps  Arnold  also — had  counted,  was  henceforth  impossible. 
With  her  went  the  safe  and  easy  return  to  New  York,  where  promotion  and 
honors  awaited  him.  Now,  alone  within  an  enemy's  country,  without  means  of 
escape  except  such  as  Smith  was  willing  to  furnish,  he  must  have  passed  a  day  of 

3  After  Aaron  Burr  resigned  from  the  amiy,  in  1779,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  and  an  honorable  record 
of  four  years'  service,  he  began  to  study  law,  and  in  the  spring  of  1781  went  to  Haverstraw.  Thomas  Smith 
was  then  occupying  "  Belmont,"  Joshua  Iwing  in  jail  at  Goshen  (see  Chapter  III).  Thomas  seems  to  have 
been  forced  out  of  New  York  City,  whether  by  want  of  practice  d".ring  the  British  occupancy,  or  because 
suspected  of  Whig  sympathies  is  uncertain.  The  first  seems  more  likely,  as  a  third  brother,  William,  was 
Chief  justice  of  New  York  and  in  Clinton's  confidence  (see  Chapter  IV).  As  Joshua  says  he  himself 
had  met  llurr  Iwfore,  this  was  apparentlv  not  his  first  visit  to  Haverstraw.  He  renil  law  with  Thomas  at 
"Belmont"  for  six  months.  In  the  New  York  Packet  of  November  15,  1783,  Thomas  advertises  "Bel- 
mont "  for  sale  or  to  let,  as  containing  "  150  acres  or  more  of  good  land,  situate  three  miles  from  King's 
Ferry,  good  house,  with  six  fireplaces."     (The  property  was  his,  not  Joshua's). 

^  According  to  Thacher,  this  was  not  until  ten  o'clock.  Smith  had  sent  his  wife  and  ciiildren  away  to  Fishkill 
(-see  Chapter  II). 

'  Smith  says  he  siiw  the  firing  bejjin  while  he  was  returning  in  his  boat.  This,  however,  may  mean  just  as  he 
was  landing.  He  says,  "firing  from  Gallows  Point,"  and  .several  who  quote  him  liave  evidently  not  looked 
at  his  erm/a,  where  lie  says  it  .should  lie  Teller's.  On  snme  old  maps  the  name  is  printed  Talliis.  That 
printed  opposite  is  from  the  latest  survey  (1898)  made  bv  Mr.  E.  H.  Hall,  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

2  This  must  have  been  without  Arnold's  knowledge. 

'  "  I'iring  at  a  ship  with  a  four-pounder,"  he  wrote,  "is  in  my  opinion  a  waste  of  powder."  \'et,  as  Leake  very 
truly  says,  in  commenting  on  this  remark  of  Ijiinb,  "  Had  Colonel  Lamb  lieeii  aware  of  the  blessed  effects  to 
be  iirixluced  by  this  cannonade,"  etc.  (see  Leake,  page  258)  "he  wimld  not  have  dispensed  his  munitions  so 
grudgingly  ;  for  never  were  balls  so  well  expendetl  as  tlio.sc  which  were  fired  upon  that  occasion," 

*  In  1863  the  late  Mrs.  Williams,  one  of  Teller's  twin  daughters,  told  Miss  Cornelia  Van  Cortland  that  she 
remembered  the  event,  and  that  she  and  her  sister  followed  the  party  all  the  way  over  "Cortland's  Neck " 
to  Teller's,  weeping  for  fear  the  horse  would  never  be  returned  to  the  farm.  5  just  here  I,  page  13. 


JosHiA  Hett  Smith's  House. 

The  .\nilr<!  Window  (whence  he  siw  the  firing  on  the   Vulture). 
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KXPLAXATION  OF  MAP. 
1.  Place  whence  Peterson  iunl  Sherwood  fircil  on  the  bout  from  the  I'ultiitr,  September  2otli.  lyStj.  Descend- 
ants of  Peterson  have  the  nmskel.  2.  Linden  Cottaj^e.  3.  Cannon  ball  fonnd  by  Kn^ene  Anderson,  who  now 
has  it.  It  weij^hs  five  pounds.  4  Old  musket  ram-rod  found  in  clay.  In  possession  of  M.  G  Morehouse.  5.  lander- 
hill  Homestead.  6.  Old  oak  tree,  a  landmark.  No  one  knows  liow  old,  7.  Vine  Cottaj^e.  S.  Pish  house. 
9.  Cannon  ball  weighing  nearly  six  poun<ls,  plowed  up  in  meadow.  10.  S(iuaw  Point.  Directly  opposite,  on  the 
western  bank,  Andr(5  landed  from  the  I'ulture  and  first  met  Arnold.  11.  Picnic  Point,  where  I'jjoch  Crosl)y, 
Cooper's  Spy,  once  enticed  ashore  and  helped  cajjture  a  boat-hiad  of  British  .sol<liers.  12.  I'arm  house  135  years 
old.  13.  Italian  villa  built  by  Dr.  Robert  T.  L'nderhill,  deceased.  14.  Cannon  ball  found  hxlged  in  a  tree  at>i>ut 
eij(hty  years  aj;o,  by  Dr.   Underbill.     The  ball  is  now  in  possession  of  S.   W.   rnderhill  and  weighs  alxjut  six 

{)ounds.    The  tree  is  not  now  standinj^,  and  th^  oldest  inhabitant  does  not  remember  in  which  side  of  the  tree  the 
>all  lo<lged.     15.  Place  where  earthworks  were  thrown  nii  by  Americans*  when  they  brou^Iit  the  cannon  down 
to  the  iMjinl.     Vouched  for  by  S.  \V.  rnderhill.  who  livecl  there  f()r  sixty  years.     Dotted  shore  is  low  and  sandy. 
Where  the  shore  has  declivitv  marks  it  is  hij<h  and  rockv. 
'  E.  H.  Hall. 

•Livingston's  cannon  may  have  been  shifted  from  one  plncc  to  nnother,  as  the   I'uHure  Rot  under  way. 
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exquisite  discomfort.     Smith  served  liim  dinner'   in  the  same  upper  room,  and  he 

accepted  —  as  he  had  to — his  ofTer  to  escort  him  to  the   Britisli   lines,  near  Wliite 

Plains.      (It    was     really    Arnold's    plan.     See    Andre's    statement     later.)     In 

changinjr  his  uniform  coiijt  and  hat  for  such  as  Smith  lent  him,  he  made  another 

mistake,  as  he  had   previously  made  one  in   acceptinj^  from   Arnold   the  various 

papers  —  now  preserved  at  Albany  —  containing  details  of  the  post  and  garrison 

at  West  Point.'-     Thus,  in  less  than  one  day,  Clinton's  three  specific  cautious 

had  all  been  disregarded.     The  transaction  of  the  papers  is  incomprehensible,  as 

the}'  were  in  no  way  necessary  to  his  mission.     As  Sargent  suggests,  their  salient 

points  could  easily  have  been   memorized, 

or   embodied    in    a   brief    form,    intelligible 

only    to    himself.      To    receive    and    carry 

them    was    surprising   rashness.''      Sargent 

may  be  right  in  thinking  he  exacted  them 

of   Arnold  as  a  proof  of  sinceritj",  or  that 

the    latter    offered    them    as    such.      The 

latter  seems  more  likely,  as  he  had  them 

ready.     During  the  day  Smith  must  have 

crossed    the    river    on    the    errand    which 

was  so  nearly  successful,  and  would  have 

changed  the  whole  sul)scqueut  histor}'  if  it 

had  been.     The  incident  has  never  received 

the  historical  prominence  it  deserves.     In 

1844    Mrs.   Gerard   G.   Beekman   (Cornelia 

Van  Cortland,  daughter  of  General  Pierre) 

was   living    at    Tarrytown,   and,   although 

nearly    ninety   j'ears    old,    in    full    mental 


Tub  Andri!  Taiii,k. 


B  Just  here  I  may  remark  on  wliat  seems  to  me  a  singular  omissiou  on  tlie  part  of  all  authorities — viz.,  the  action 
of  tile  I'ltlhitr  herself  duriuj^  llie  cannonade.  Does  anyone  suppose  the  comntander  of  a  vessel  niountluf; 
fourteen  j(uiis  woulrl  remain  <|uiescent  while  a  four-pounder  was  firinjj  on  her?  Vet  no  one  seems  to  have 
thought  the  "fire"  which  Smith  saw  was  what  it  nuist  undoulitedly  have  l>een  —  the  flashes  of  fire  and  the 
dense  cloud  of  smoke  through  which  they  spurted  in  rapid  succession,  giving  the  vessel  the  appearance  of 
being  actually  in  llames  as  her  seven  guns  —  the  battery  on  one  side  —  were  rapidly  replying  to  I^vingston's 
one  smalt  canuou.  No  doubt  part  of  the  crew  were  making  every  effort  to  get  her  under  sail  and  out  of 
range,  but  the  finding  at  difTcreut  jilaces  on  the  Point  of  cannon  balls  larger  than  Livingston's  piece  could 
use  shows  conclusively,  I  think,  that  at  least  part  of  her  battery  was  actively  engaged  with  the  daring  foe. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  no  reiJort  from  Lieutenant  Sutherlaiul  of  the  action  is  accessible. 
All  unpublished  diary  of  General  Henry  Dearlwrn  (then  Major  of  the  First  New  Hampshire)  records: 
"  Orangetowii  (the  present  Tappan ),  22  September,  1780.  At  daybreak  two  cannon  and  a  howitzer  began 
to  play  briskly  on  a  ship  of  war  that  lay  in  the  river.  The  wind  and  tide  being  unfavorable  for  the  ship, 
she  was  not  able  to  get  out  of  reach  for  more  than  an  hour."  Could  this  have  been  the  I'lilliire}  Tappan 
is  about  nine  miles  below  Teller's  Point.  A  tradition  in  the  family  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kbenezer 
Stevens,  of  Lamb's  regiment,  is  that  he  had  him.self  taken  out  cannon  and  fired  on  the  vessel,  following 
her  down  the  river  —  on  the  west  bank. — Afaga^inc  Aw'ii  History,  Aiigiisl,  iSSo. 
Po.ssibly  the  two  items  refer  to  the  siinie  case.  Stevens  may  have  taken  his  guns  some  distance  up-stream,  and 
thus  for  a  while  tlie  vessel  would  be  under  fire  from  both  banks. 

1  The  table  on  which  breakfast  and  dinner  were  served  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Gordon,  Haverhill,  Mass.    U 
is  circular,  of  mahogany,  claw-footed  and  with  a  tilting  top. 

8  See  Andre's  statement,  Chapter  V,  on  this  point.  2  The  following  are,  pages  16— 18. 


viK'>r.  .Sla-  told  I.ossiiiK  tlicn  (and  in  1R45  repeated  the  story  to  J.  Watson  Webb, 
with  triflinK  variations)  that  Coh)nel  vSaniucl  B.  Webb's  yonnger  brother  John, 
usually  called  Lieutenant  Jack,'  came  to  the  Van  Cortland  house,"  at  North  Peeks- 
kill,  where  she  was  living,  about  the  seventh  of  September.  He  brought  a  valise 
cnntainini,'  considerable  specie  and  his  new  uniform,  and  left  it  with  her,  caution- 
ing her  not  to  give  it  to  any  one  without  a  written  order  from  himself  or  his 
brother.  Riding  on,  he  dined  at  Peekskill,  presumably  at  a  tavern,  for  Joshua 
Iktl  Smith  was  present.  In  the  latter's  hearing  he  mentioned  the  call  he 
had  just  made,  and  the  fact  was  not  lost  upon  his  auditor,  for  on  the  twenty- 
second  Smith  rode  to  Van  Cortland's,  where  he  asked  for  the  valise,  saying 
Jack  Webb  had  sent  him.  Mr.  Bcekman  was  about  to  send  a  servant  for 
it,  when  his  wife,  overhearing  the  conversation,  appeared  on  the  scene  and 
demanded  the  stipulated  written  order.  Smith  readily  answered  that  Webb  had 
not  had  time  to  write  it;  whereupon  she  refused  to  give  up  the  valise,  and  despite 
.Smith's  angry  remonstrance,  he  was  forced  to  leave  without  it.  Had  his  effort 
succeeded,  Andre's  esciipc  in  the  uniform  would  have  been  certain.  F'ortunately 
for  Smith,  Mrs.  Beekman  does  not  seem  to  have  told  the  story  at  the  time,  for 
she  was  not  suunnoned  as  a  witness  at  his  trial.  Her  story  seems  to  establish 
Colonel  Lamb's  opinion  that  Smith  was  a  Tory. 

Thus  Cornelia  Beekman  is  justly  entitled  to  the  credit  of  indirectly,  at 
least,  causing  Andre's  capture." 

To  return  to  the  latter — Leaving  his  hat  and  scarlet  uniform  coat  in  the 
room  we  have  illustrated,  he  reluctantly  put  on  a  coat  belonging  to  Smith ,^ 
apparently  of  a  shade  between  crimson  and  claret,  and  a  civilian's  round  beaver 
hat,  also  Smith's.  Over  all  he  put  the  long,  light-blue  cloth  cloak,  with  a  cape, 
which  he  had  worn  when  leaving  the  Vulture.  Thus  attired,  he  started  with 
Smith  and  the  negro"  for  King's  Ferry,  just  before  sunset  on  Friday.  His  mount 
was  a  Goveniment  horse,  brown,  branded  U.  S.  A.  on  the  near  shoulder  (Smith 
claims  to  have  furnished  the  saddle  and  bridle).  From  Smith's  to  King's  Ferry 
is  three  miles,  by  a  winding,  hilly  and  picturesque  road,  which  crosses  two  small 
creeks  (Miner's  Falls  and  Florus  Falls),  passes  behind  Stony  Point  and  ends  at  a 
little  cove  just  north  of  it.  West  of  the  cove,  the  cut  made  in  constructing  the 
West  Shore  Railroad  destroyed  its  last  hundred  yards,  and  few  traces  of  it 
remain.  Its  course,  however,  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  venerable  John  Ten 
E3'ck,  son  of  him  who  was  the  ferryman  from    1784  to  1844.     The  dock  of  1780, 

1  I  do  not  know  why,  for  his  actual  rank  was  Captain,  in  Sheldon's  dragoons, 

2  Called  the  Mansion  house,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  Manor  house  at  Croton. 

'  In  Harfiii's  Afoiilhly  for  April,  i875,  it  is  stated  that  Washington  afterwards  thanked  her.     If  so,  he  could  not 

have  known  of  the  event  at  the  time  of  Smith's  trial,  as  it  would  infallibly  have  hanged  Stnitji. 
^  This  advice  —  to  change  his  dress  —  perplexing  to  unravel  as  it  is,  Andrd,  with  all  his  .siigacity  and  good  sense, 

was  jjrcvailed  upon  to  pursue,  for  what  reason  nobody  ever  knew.— yo««,  I,  page  372. 
s  As  Sargent  remarks,  it  is  very  possible  this  humble  retainer,  had  he  been  given  a  "  lialf-joe  "  (about  |.S  specie), 

and  warned  to  keep  silent,  might  readily  have  contrived  a  way  to  put  Andr£  safe  aboard  the   yiillure 

again.     But  nobody  gave  his  possible  aid  a  thought. 
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of  which  a  timber  or  two  can  be  seen  at  low  tide,  was  between  the  two  rows  of 
huge  old  willows  seen  in  the  view.  This  was  taken  from  the  Ten  Eyck  property 
on  the  north,  and  the  boulder  seen  on  a  line  with  the  post  in  the  nearer  stone 
wall  shows  the  exact  spot.  Lonely  and  deserted  as  it  now  is,  it  is  hard  to  realize 
that  during  the  Revolution  it  was  the  ferry-place  of  the  patriot  army  and  the 
public,  and  a  link  of  communication'  between  New  England  and  the  South.  As 
a  natural  sequence,  it  was  constantly  occupied  by  the  ferrymen  and  a  detail  of 
soldiers,  and  near  it  our  party  met  some  of  Livingston's  officers.  One  was 
Captain  Cooley,  probably  Adjutant  John,  late  of  the  Third  Westchester  militia, 
but  then  of  the  Fourth  (Colonel  Crane's).  A  second  was  William  Jameson." 
Smith  asked  Cooley  if  they  could  get  a  boat,  and  was  told  they  might  catch  the 
Government  boat  if  they  were  quick  about  it.  They  had  previously  met  Major 
John  Burrowes,  of  Spencer's  New  Jersey  Regiment 
(often  called  the  Fifth  Battalion  of  the  Jersey  Line),'  ^V 
to  whom  Smith  dexterously  gave  the  slip  after  a  brief      '^^^x^  y.^-y-^j^^^.^p^^.i^ 

colloquy,  and  near  a  tent — of  either  Livingston  or     ^  ,^_(l——0 75 "O, 

these   officers,  probably  the   latter* — Smith   stopped,  X-.-Kl^^X — -*- — -^ 

chatted,    and    without    dismounting    drank    grog    or 

punch  from  a  bowl  handed  him.  Andre  and  the  negro  meanwhile  rode  on.  It 
may  easily  be  supposed  the  former  was  in  no  mood  for  unnecessary  conver- 
sation with  the  officers,  to  whom  Smith  was  well  known.  The  ferrj'boat,  which 
was  probably  a  bateau  (flatboat  or  scow)  was  just  starting  as  they  boarded 
her.  Among  the  rowers  were  Cornelius,  Lambert  and  Henry  Lambert  and 
Benjamin  Acker.  Henry  Lambert'^  was  steersman,  William  Van  Wert — or  Van 
Wart — was  the  ferrymaster,  and  on  reaching  the  eastern  shore  Smith  paid  him 
eight  dollars  Continental  money  for  tlie  ferriage.  Smith's  presence  doubtless  saved 
Andre  from  unwelcome  questions,  and  once  the  boat  reached  her  dock,  in  the  deep 
bay  called  Green's  Cove,  nearly  a  mile  southeast  of  the  extremity  of  Verplanck's 
Point,  he  was  free  to  continue  his  journey — henceforward  to  be  full  of  danger. 

1  It  was  ciUed  the  lower  route,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  upper,  terminating  at  Kislikill.     At  this  time  there 

were  i66  "bateau-men  "  at  Verplanck's  and  Stony  Points. 

2  He  was  apparently  an  oCScer,  as,  witnessing  at  Smith's  trial,  he  spoke  of  "my  tent."     Possibly  the  company 

tent  was  meant.     The  New  York  records  do  not  contain  any  officer  of  the  name.    Another  account  says 
they  also  met  Major  Kier.se. 

a  John  Burrowes  first  appears  as  Captain  in  I'orman's  New  Jersey  Regiment,  1776,  then  in  1779  as  Major  in 
Spencer's.    After  the  war  he  became  Sheriff  of  Monuionth  County,  N.  J. 
He  seems  to  have  been  commanding  officer  at  Haverstraw,  as  Smith,  on  his  trial,  asked  him  whether  his 
(■nards  at  the  lower  end  had  reportwl  lo  him  "meeting  (being  passed  by )  two  strange  gentlemen  the  night 
Ix'ioie  "  (Thursday).     These  two  nuist  have  been  Arnold  and  Audrd. 

*  On  his  trial  Smith  stated  that  he  met  I,ivingston  at  Verplanck's  Point.  Livingston  corroborated  liim,  adding 
tliat  he  gave  Smith  two  letters  to  deliver,  one  each  for  Arnold  and  Governor  Clinton.  Smith  adds  that 
Livingston  was  related  to  Mrs.  Smith,  and  that  he  asked  Andr^  and  him  to  remain  to  supper,  but  Andrd 
di'cUiu^d.     While  Smith,  as  a  rule,  is  a  discredited  authority,  I  think  he  may  be  trusted  on  minor  points. 

6  NantLS  which  show  the  craft  nmst  have  been  the  Government  boat,  for  all  were  soldiers.  Cornelius  was 
a  veteran  who  had  served  in  the  Third  New  York  Levies  (Colonel  Morris  Graham),  tn  the  previous  May 
he  had  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  New  York  Continentals  (Colonel  James  Hughes)  in  which  Acker  was  also 
a  private.  Lambert  was  a  private  (Combs'  company)  and  Henry  a  lieutenant  (Orser's  company)  of  the 
First  Westchester  militia. 


i6 

The  following  are  tree  copies  of  the  several  papers :  „„-.„•.   c     .      i        .1        0 

"  West  Point,  September  jtli,  17S0. 

"  Artillery  Orders. The  following  disposition  of  the  corps  is  to  take  place  in  Case  of  an  alarm  ; 

"Cant.  Dannills  with  his  Comp'y  at  I'ort  Putnam,  and  to  detach  an  Oflicer  with   12  men  to  Wyllvs's 
Redoubt,  a  Ni)n  Commissioned  Officer  with  3  men  to  Webb's  Redoubt,  and  the  like  numlier  to  Redoubt  No.  4. 

"  Cajitain  Thomas  and  Company  to  repair  to  Tort  Arnold. 

"Captain  Simmons  and  Company  to  remain  at  the  Nortli  and  .Scmtli  Redoubts,  at  the  East  side  of  the 
River,  until  further  Orders. 

"  Lieutenant  Ilarl)er,  with  20  men  of  Capt.  Jackson's  Company,  will  repair  to  Constitution  Island  ;  the 
remainder  of  the  Company,  with  Lieut.  Mason's,  will  repair  to  Arnold. 

"  Capt.  Lieut.  George  and  Lieut.  Blake,  with  20  men  of  Captain  Treadwell's  Company,  will  Repair  to 
Redoubt  No.  I  and  2  ;  the  remainder  of  the  Company  will  be  sent  to  Fort  Arnold. 

"  Late  Jones's  Company,  with  Lieut.  Fisk,  to  repair  to  the  South  Battery. 

"The  Chain  Battery,  Sherburn's  Redoubt,  and  the  Brass  Field  pieces,  ..ill  be  manned  from  Fort  Arnold 
as  Oceation  may  re()uire. 

"Tl.e  Commissary  and  Conductor  of  Military  stores  will  in  turn  wait  upon  the  Connnanding  Officer  of 
Artillery  for  Orders. 

"The  artificers  in  the  garrison  (agreeable  to  former  Orders)  will  repair  to  Fort  Aruokl.  and  there  receive 
further  Orders  from  the  Command'g  Officer  of  Artillery. 

"S.  BAUM.4K,  Major  Comm'l  Artillery." 


'      This  and  the  following  document  are  in  Arnold's  handwriting  :  * 

"  Estimate  of  Forces  at  Wst  Point  and  its  Defendenries,  September  13,  1780. 
"  A  brigade  of  Massachusetts  Militia,  and  two  regiments  of  Rank  and  I'ile  New  Hampshire,  Inclusive  of 

166  Batteaux  Men  at  Verjilanck's  and  Stony  Points 992 

"On  command  and  Extra  Service  at  Fishkills,  New  Windsor,  S:c.,  &c.,  who  may  be  called  in  occationally  852 
"  3  regiments  of  Connecticut  Militia,  under  the  com'd  of  Colonel  Wells,  on  the  lines  near  N.  Ca.stle  ...  488 
"  A  detachment  of  New  York  levies  on  the  lines 115 

Militia,  2447 

"Colonel  Lamb's  Regiment 167 

•  Colonel  Livingston's,  at  Verplank  and  Stoney  Pts 80 

Continent :        247 

"  Colonel  Sheldon's  Dragoons,  on  the  lines,  aliout  one  half  mounted 142 

' '  Batteaux  Men  and  Artificers 250 

Total,  3086." 

The  following  document  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Villefranche,  a  French  engineer  : 

"  Estimate  of  the  Number  of  Men  necessary  to  Man  the  Works  at  West  Point  and  in  the  I'icinity. 


'  Fort  Arnold 630 

Putuam 450 

Wyllys 140 

Webb 140 

Redoubt  No.  i 150 

'N.B. — The  Artillery  Men  are  not  Included  in  the  above  Estimate." 


Redoubt  No.  2 150 

120 

100 

139 

no 


ditto 

.V 

ditto 

4- 

ditto 

5- 

ditto 

6. 

Redoubt  No.  7 78 

North  Redoubt 120 

South  Redoubt 130 

Total,  2438 
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The  following  table  is  in  tlie  handwriting  of  Dannian,  Major  Coninianilant  of  Artillery  ; 
"RBTURN    OH    THB   ORDNANCE    IN    THK    DIl'FliRKNT    I'ORTS,    llATTIvRIKS,   StC,   AT    WI'.ST    POINT    AND    ITS  D8- 

PKNDUNCIKS,  SHPT.   5,    1 780, 
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Mortars 

Howit 
ters. 
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24 

18 

12 

9 

6 

4 

3 

0  sM 

I 

8 

,S 

Fort  Arnold | 

Fort  Putnam | 

Constitution  Island 

Brass 

Iron 

Brass 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Brass 

Iron 

I 

6 
5 

4 

2 

I 

2 

4 

I 
I 

I 

3 
1 

I 

2 
.*. 

2 

1 

5 

2 

3 

2 

I 

I 
1 

3 
3 

5 

5 
4 

2 

}'3 

}I4 

10 
5 

.  , 

2 

3 

1.  . 

4 
2 

2 

I 
4 

2 

4 

Sherman's  Redoubt 

Megg  !!  Re<loubt 

^outh  Redoubt               

5 
2 

5 

6 

Wyllys's  Redoubt 

TJorVv  Hill    No    A               

5 

2 

No.  I 

No.  2 

5 
2 
3 

4 

Total I  1  18 

3 

'4    5 

9     14 

5  1  2  1  I  1  3  1  6  1  5 

II    2 1    I 

100 

3  brass  24  pounders. 

7     "      12         " 

I      "       8-inch  howitzer. 


N.B. — The  following  ordnance  not  distributed  : 

No.  6  iron  12  pounder, 

4  "  9       " 

1  "  6 

1  "  4 

2  "  3 
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The  following  description  of  the  works  at  West  Point  and  its  dependencies  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Arnold, 
endorsed  "Remarks  on  Works  at  West  Point,  a  copy  to  be  transmitted  to  his  Kxcellency  General  Washington. 

'  "  Fort  Arnold  is  built  of  Dry  Fascines  and  Wood,  is  in  a  ruinous  condition,  incompleat,  and  subject  to  take 
Fire  from  Shells  or  Carcasses.  .,    ,      ,       ,  

"Fort  Putnam,  Stone,  Wanting  great  repairs,  the  wall  on  the  East  side  broki  wn,  and  rebuilding  From 
the  Foundation  ;  at  the  West  and  South  side  have  been  a  Cbevaux-de-Frise,  on  Hi  \  ist  side  broke  in  many 
Places.  The  East  side  open ;  two  Bomb  Proofs  and  Provision  aiagazine  in  the  1  uvl,  and  Slight  Wooden 
Barrack.— A  commanding  piece  of  ground  500  yards  West,  between  the  Fort  and  No.  4  —  or  Rocky  Hill. 

"Fort  Webb,  built  of  Fascines  and  Wood,  a  slight  Work,  very  dry,  and  liable  to  be  set  on  fire,  as  the 
approaches  are  very  easy,  without  defences,  save  a  slight  Abattis. „      ,      , 

"  Fort  Wyllys,  built  of  stone  5  feet  high,  the  Work  above  plank  filled  with  Earth,  the  .stone  work  15  feet, 
the  Earth  9  feet  thick.— No  Bomb  Proofs,  the  Batteries  without  the  Fort. 

"Redoubt  No.  i.  On  the  South  side  wood  9  feel  thick,  the  Wt.  North  and  East  sides  4  feet  thick,  no 
cannon  in  the  works,  a  slight  and  single  Abattis,  no  ditcli  or  Pickett,  Cannon  on  two  Batteries.  No  Bomb 
Proofs.  ,  p 

"  Redoubt  No.  2.    The  same  as  No.  i.     No  Bomb  Proofs. 

"  Redoubt  No.  3,  a  slight  Wood  Work  3  Feet  thick,  very  Dry,  no  Bomb  Proofs,  a  single  Abattis,  the  work 
easily  set  on  fire — no  cannon. 


i8 

"  Keiloiibt  No  4,  n  Woudcii  wnrk  nlxiiil  lo  ft-ct  high  and  fore  or  five  feet  thick,  the  West  side  faced  with  n 
iiloiie  w^ill  «  feet  lii^h  Biiil  four  tliick.     No  Iloiiilj  I'roof,  two  six  pounders,  a  slight  Abattis,  a  coininaiiding  piece 

"'  '''^"""'nfe'.Nort'li  Kedoubt,  on  the  liast  side,  built  of  stone  4  feet  high  ;  above  the  Stone,  woml  fdled  in  with 
iMirtl  \'iry  Drv  lu)  Ditch,  a  Doinb  I'roof,  three  Batteries  without  the  I'ort,  a  poor  Abattis,  a  Rising  piece  of 
g'ruuiid  5i«i  vard's  .S<..,  the  api)roaches  Under  Cover  to  within  20  yards.— The  Work  easily  fired  with  l-aggots 

'''  '   '"smith'  Kdimibt,  much  the  same  as  the  North,  a  Commanding  piece  of  ground  500  yards  due  East  — 3 
Batteries  wilhout  the  I'ort." 

This  was  in  Arnolds  huudwritiug  ; 

Endorsed  : 

At<i  Council  of  War  held  in  Camp,  Ihigcn  County,  Scpl.  6,  1780. 

"  Present  — the  Coiiimauder  in  Chief.  The  Commander  in  Chief  stales  lo  the  Council  that  since  he  bad 
tile  liou'ir  of  lining  before  the  General  Oflkers,  at  Morri.stown,  the  6th  of  June  last,  a  general  view  of  our 
ciriumstaucis,  .several  important  events  have  occurred  which  have  materially  changed  the  prospects  of  the 
Ciinipaign.  That  the  success  exjiected  from  I'rauce,  insteiul  of  coining  in  one  liody  and  producing  a  Naval 
Superiority  ill  these  Seas,  has  been  divided  into  two  Divisions,  the  first  of  which  only  consisting  of  seven  shins  of 
the  line,  one  forty-four  and  three  smaller  IVigates,  with  five  thousaiul  land  I'orces,  had  arrived  at  Rhode  Island. 
That  a  reinforcemeiil  of  .six  ships  of  the  line  from  England  having  reinforced  the  Enemy,  bad  made  their  Naval 
I'orce  in  llie.'e  seas  aiiiount  lo  Nine  Sail  of  the  Line,  Two  I'ifties,  two  forty-fours  and  a  number  of  smaller 
I'rigates,  a  Force  completely  superior  to  that  of  our  Allies,  and  which  has  in  conseciueuce  held  them  blocked  up 
in  the  harbor  of  Rlio<le  Island  till  the  29th  ult.,  at  which  period  the  British  I'leet  disappeared,  and  no  advice  of 
them  has  since  lieell  received. 

"Thai  accounts  received  by  the  Alliance  Erigale,  which  left  Prance  in  July,  announce  the  Second 
Division  to  'e  coiifii;<(l  ill  Br.^st  with  several  oti-.er  ships,  by  a  British  I'leet  of  tbirly-two  sail  of  the  LiiiJ*  and  a 
I'leet  of  Hie  Allies,  of  Thirty-six  or  Thirty-eight  Ships  of  the  line  ready  to  put  to  sea  from  Cadiz  to  relieve  the 
Port  of  Brest. 

" Tliit  most  of  the  Stales  in  their  answers  to  the  requisitions  luaile  of  lliem,  give  the  strongest  a.ssurances 
of  doing  everything  ill  their  power  to  furnish  the  men  and  supjilie^  for  the  expected  Co-operation.  The  effect  of 
which,  however,  has  been  far  .short  of  our  expectations,  for  not  nmcli  above  one  third  of  the  I^evies  demanded 
for  the  Continental  Balallioiis  nor  above  the  same  proportion  of  Militia  have  been  assembled,  and  the  supplies 
have  been  so  iiiade(|uate  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  dismissing  all  the  Militia  whose  immediate  services  could 
be  disiieiised  with,  to  les.seii  our  consumpliou,  notwithstanding  which  the  Troops  now  in  the  I'ield  are  .severely 
siiiTering  for  want  of  Provision.  That  the  army  at  this  Post  and  in  the  vicinity,  in  operating  l*'orce,  consists  of 
io,4cx)ContiiuMital  Troops  anil  about  41X)  Militia,  besides  which  is  a  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops  of  about 
5011  at  Rhode  Island,  left  there  for  the  assistance  of  our  Allies  against  any  attack  of  the  Enemy,  that  way,  and 
two  Counecticul  State  Regiments  amounting  to  800  at  North  Castle. 

"  That  the  Times  for  Service  for  which  the  Levies  are  engaged  will  expire  the  first  of  January,  which  if 
not  rep'iaced,  allowing  for  the  usual  Casualties,  will  reduce  the  Coutiuenlal  Army  to  less  than  6000  men. 

"  That  since  the  Stale  of  the  Council  above  referred  to,  the  Kueiiiy  have  brought  a  detacliineut  of  about 
3000  men  from  Charles  Town  to  New  York,  which  makes  the  present  operating  Force  in  this  Quarter  between 
Ten  ami  lUeveii  Thousand  men. 

"That  the  Enemies  I'orce  now  in  the  Southern  States  has  not  been  lately  ascertained  by  any  distinct 
accounts,  but  the  Heueral  supposes  it  cannot  be  less  than  7000  (of  which  aljout  2000  are  at  Savannah).  In  this 
esliniale  the  Diminution  by  the  Casualties  of  the  Climate  is  supposed  to  be  equal  to  the  increase  of  I'orce  derived 
from  the  Disaffected. 

"That  added  to  the  loss  of  Charles  Town  and  its  Garrison,  accounts  of  a  recent  misfortune  are  just  arrived 
from  Major  General  Gates,  giving  advice  of  a  general  action  which  happened  on  the  i6tli  of  August  uear 
Campden,  in  which  the  army  under  his  command  met  with  a  total  defeat,  and  in  all  probability  the  whole  of  the 
CoiiUiieiilal  Troops  and  a  considerable  body  of  the  Militia  would  lie  cut  off.  The  State  of  Virginia  has  been 
some  time  exerting  itself  to  raise  a  Body  of  3000  Troops  to  serve  till  the  end  of  December,  1781,  but  how  far  it 
lia^  succeeded  is  not  known. 

"  That  Maryland  has  resolved  to  raise  2000  men,  of  which  a  sufficient  number  to  compose  one  Battalion 
was  to  have  come  to  this  army.  The  remainder  lo  recruit  the  Maryland  line  —  but  in  consequence  of  the  late 
advices,  an  order  has  been  sent  lo  march  the  whole  southward. 

"  That  the  Enemies  force  in  Canada,  Halifax,  St.  Augustine  and  at  Penobscot  remains  much  the  same  as 
stated  in  the  preceding  Council. 

"  That  there  is  .slill  reason  to  believe  the  Cou  t  of  France  will  prosecute  its  Original  intention  of  giving 
effectual  Succor  to  this  Country,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit ;  and  it  is  hoped  the  Second  Division  will 
certainly  arrive  in  the  course  of  the  fall. 

"That  a  Fleet  greatly  superior  to  that  of  the  Enemy  in  the  West  Indies,  and  a  fonnidable  land  I'orce  had 
sailed  some  time  since  from  Martinitine  to  make  a  combined  attack  upon  the  Island  of  Jamaica  —that  there  is  a 
IK>ssibilily  of  a  re-inforcement  from  this  quarter  also,  to  the  I'leet  of  our  Ally  at  Rhode  Island. 

"The  Commander  in  Chief  Iiaving  thus  given  the  Council  a  full  view  of  our  present  situation  and  future 
prospects,  requests  the  Opinion  of  each  member,  in  writing,  what  plan  it  will  be  advisable  to  pursue,  to  what 
object  l)ur  Attention  ought  to  lie  directed  in  the  course  of  this  fall  and  winter,  taking  into  consideration  the 
alternative  of  having  a  Naval  superiority,  whether  any  offensive  operations  can  be  immediately  undertaken  and 
against  what  Point.  What  ought  to  be  our  immediate  preparations  and  disixisilions,  particularly  whether  we  can 
afford  or  ought  to  send  any  reinforcement  from  this  army  to  the  Southern  States,  and  to  what  amount. 

"The  General  requests  to  be  favored  with  these  opiuions  by  the  loth  instant  at  the  furthest." 
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CHAPTER  II. 


King's  Ferry  to  Tarrytown — Danger. 


A^ 


(IKKICKK'S  IHfTTON, 
Mtii  DKITIHH  KKaiMI.NT. 


I  have  not  (|uailc(l  to  danger's  brow 
When  high  and  liappy  —  need  I  now  ? 

liVRON  — Giaour,  line  1035. 

S  with  the  western,  so  the  eastern  end  of  King's  Ferry 
—  nothing  but  a  few  logs,  submerged  at  high  water, 
identify  it. 
Tlie  "  King's  Ferry  Road'  extends  for  a  mile  and  a  half 
almost  due  east.  There,  on  top  of  a  ridge  extending  north 
to  Peekskill,  it  joins  the  old  Albany  Post  Road  a  little  north 
of  where  another  road  leads  cast,  down  the  ridge  to  the 
Montrose  station  of  the  New  York  Central.  Our  travellers 
turned  north  at  the  junction  and  in  about  two  miles  and  a  half  reached  the  present 
Peekskill,  and  turned  east  on  the  Cronipond  Road.  This  is  a  winding,  hilly  road, 
now  bordered  after  settled  Peekskill  is  past,  by  modern  residence  property  and 
well-kept  farms.  Diversified  by  hill  and  dale,  open  fields,  trim  dwellings  and 
spreading  trees,  it  affords  a  most  delightfn'  Irive  to  the  lover  of  Nature.  In 
1780  the  region  must  have  been  rather  a  lonely  one,  with  here  and  there  a 
farmhouse  whence,  in  most  cases,  had  gone  a  son  or  brother  to  the  army 
or  militia.  At  about  four  miles  from  Peekskill,  and  eight  from  Verplanck's, 
occurred  Smith's  first  check,  and  the  one  which  ultimately  caused  his  companion's 
capture.  Here,  at  about  half-past  eight,'  the  party  met  a  sentry,  who  halted  them 
until  his  officer.  Captain  Ebenezer  Boyd,'  of  the  Third  Westchester  militia, 
appeared.  Smith  dismounted,  and  talked  some  time  with  him,  producing  Arnold's 
pass.  He  took  this  into  his  quarters*  to  read  by  lamplight,  and  was  satisfied  with 
it,  but  proved  uncomfortably  inquisitive  as  to  the  travellers'  business  and  their 
wish  to  proceed  that  night.     Smith   tried  to  meet  and  parry  his  questions,  but 


For  this  button  and  succeeding  similar  ones,  I  an  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver,  of  New  York.     All  three 
regiments — the  26th,  7tli  and  54th  were  Andre's. 

1  The  view  shows  it  at  about  midway  of  its  length. 

2  Sunset  was  at  seven  that  day,  so  it  must  have  been  deep  gloom  by  this  time. 

8  Eb«nezer  Boyd  was  born  either  in  Scotland  or  near  Bedford,  Westchester  County,  about  1735,  and  died  at 
Boyd's  Corners,  in  the  town  of  Kent,  Putnam  County,  June  29,  1792.  H?  was  Captain  of  what  would  now 
be  called  the  second  or  "  B  "  company.  Colonel  Van  Cortland  had  been  promoted  to  Brigadier,  and  was 
succeede<l  in  command  of  the  regiment  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Drake. 

*  The  house  long  .since  disappeared,  and  was  replaced  by  a  barn,  which  is  just  weat  of  Stony  Street.  On  the 
map  it  is  marked  by  the  figure  3. 
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lii.idr  a  false  sli'p  by  saying  llify  would  stop  ovcniiffht  further  on,  with  either 
Coloml  ('iill)crl  Drake'  or  Major  JoscijIi  SlratiK,  l)"th  of  Hoyd's  regiment.  At  this 
Hoyd  must  iiavc  suspected  him,  for  he  told  him  Strang  was  absent,  and  Drake 
removed  to  another  town.  He  represented  the  danger  of  travelling  White  Plains- 
ward  by  night  as  so  great,  lieeaiise  of  a  band  of  "Cowboys"  known  to  be  within 
the  lines,  that  Smith's  fears  were  aroused'  (probably  also  by  Boyd's  evident 
suspicious  of  him),  and  he  agreed  to  stop  at  a  house  nearby.  Andre,  to  whom  the 
marauders  were  far  more  likely  to  be  friends  than  foes,  and  who  was  depressed  by 
his  anomalous  and  dangerous  position,  disguised  and  in  the  enemy's  country,  was 
naturally  anxious  to  push  ahead.  But  Smith  carried  his  point,  and  they  went  back 
to  Andreas  Miller's  house,"  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  about  one-third  of  a 
mile  e;ist  of  Hog  Lauc  (an  existing  road  now  bearing  the  more  euphonious  but 
absurd  name  of  "Lexington  Avenue")  and  just  over  the  boundary  line  in  the 
town  of  Yorktown  (Pcekskill  is  in  the  town  of  Cortland).  Miller's  accommoda- 
tions for  travellers  were  decidedly  limited  —  apparently  to  one  bed,  which  Smith 
shared  with  Andre,  who  went  to  bed  in  his  boots,  not  even  removing  his  spurs, 
and  spent  the  time  in  restless  weariness,  disturbing  Smith's  slumbers.  The 
dwelling'  has  disappeared,  save  the  foundation  and  a  few  timbers.  A  growth  of 
young  locust  trees  and  flowering  shrubs  surrounds  the  spot,  and  some  search  is 
required  to  fiiul  it. 

Before  dawn  —  Saturday,  the  twenty-third  —  the  trio  were  again  in  the 
saddle,  and  rode  to  a  point  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Presbyterian  church,^  at 
Crompond  Corner.  By  this  time  Andre  had  recovered  his  spirits,  as  though 
feeling  entirely  safe,  and  displayed  to  the  full  those  accomplishments  of  mind  and 
manner  which  had  invariably  charmed  all  who  met  him,  and  which  had  their 
effect  on  vSmith.  At  the  Corner,  in  the  angle  made  by  the  junction,  from  the 
north,  of  the  Somerstown  road,  stood  a  tavern  known  as  Strang's'  (or  Mead's). 
Near  it,  the  three  riders  were  suddenly  halted  by  a  picket-guard,  and  detained 

'  One  nccomit  luis  I^ieutcimnt  Colonel  Dclavan  instead  of  Drake. 

'-'  If  Smith  suspcctiil  Andres  real  clianicter,  he  knew  there  could  not  he  much  danger  from  these  marauders  ; 
li\it,  on  the  otlier  hand,  Ids  Whig  reputation  would  lie  endangered  by  the  very  fact,  if  they  were  met,  and 
vet  sufFcreil  nothinj,'  hy  tile  meeting.  He  was,  in  short,  trying  to  "run  with  the  hare  and  hunt  with  the 
liiiunds."  It  was  more  prudent  to  allay  Boyd's  suspicions  by  staying  over  night  — but  the  delay  was  fatal 
to  Andri!'  the  next  day. 

■I  Marked  2  on  the  map.  Smith's  A'ii;»rt//K' is  clearly  misleading  here,  when  bespeaks  of  going  "back  some 
nnles,  to  a  tavern  kept  by  one  McKoy."  At  his  trial.  Captain  Royd  te.stified  Hiat  Miller's  house  was 
"close  by." 

<  In  the  case  of  this  house  tradition  has  especial  value,  as  there  is  but  one  life  between  1780  and  1898.  In  1784  the 
dwelling  was  sold  to  John  Strang,  .son  of  M.-ijor  Jose|)h,  and  a  new  one  took  its  place.  In  1795  this  was 
lioughl  by  Abraham  Rctpia,  a  .soldier  of  the  Westchester  militia,  of  much  active  service.  His  son  Edmund 
inherited  it,  and  his  grandson  Amos  C.  was  born  in  it.  The  son  of  Edmund,  and  grandson  of  Abraham, 
Rev.  Amos  C.  Re(|u.i,  lives  in  Pcekskill,  and  is  my  authority  for  identifying  the  bouse. 

'•  JIarked  .)  lui  the  map.     The  edifice  itself  was  not  then  .standing,  for  on  June  24,  1779,  Tarleton's  and  Simcoe's 
cavalry  came  up  from  White  Plains  by  way  of  Pine's  Bridge,  and  burnt  it.     The  parsonage,  ten  days 
earlier,  had  met  the  siinie  fate,  at  the  hands  of  a  detachment  from  Verplanck's  Point,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Robert  .Miercromby,  of  the  37th  Regiment. 
The  two  incidents  well  illustrate  the  harassed  condition  of  the  Neutral  Ground  at  the  time. 

«  Marked  5  on  the  map.     On  a  map  made  by  Erskine,  the  patriot  geographer,  it  is  called  Mead's  Tavern. 
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while  the  officer  in  command,  Captain  Ebenc/cr  Footc/  of  the  Commissary 
Department,  was  notified.  Arnold's  pass  was  again  produced,  but  the  morning 
was  yet  too  dark^  for  open-air  reading,  and  the  Captain  went  into  Strang's — 
his  headquarters  —  and  read  it  by  lamp-light.  The  scene  outside  at  the 
moment  is  readily  imaginable  to  one  who  has  visited  the  spot,  and  is 
worthy  the  brush  of  a  historical  painter.  The  atmosphere  was  foggy, 
threatening  rain.  Nearby  objects  were  indistinct  and  distant  ones  invisible 
through  the  gloom.  In  the  foreground  the  watchful  guard,  the  sentry  in  front 
of  the  tavern,  the  two  white  men,  one  muffled  in  a  liglit-blue  cloak  covered 
with  moisture,  sitting  his  horse  like  a  soldier,  the  other  in  civilian's  dress,  and 
intently  awaiting  the  opening  of  the  tavern  door  and  the  re-appearance  of 
the  officer.  In  the  middle  foreground,  a  small  frame  building,  and  inside,  seen 
through  the  small-paned  window,  a  grave-faced  young  officer  intently  scanning  the 
paper  —  since  grown  historic  and  carefull}^  preserved  at  Alban3'  —  which  allows 
"  Mr.  John  Anderson  "  to  "  pass  the  guards  to  the  White  Plains  and  below  if  he 
Chuses." 

Nothing  wrong  about  it,  thinks  the  Connecticut  Captain,  less  suspicious 
tlian  Bo3^d,  so  he  returns  it,  and,  like  Boyd,  misses  his  chance  of  historic  dis- 
tinction.*'    Andr6*s  spirits  must  have  risen  again  with  this  second  escape,  and  the 

1  Ebenezer  Foote*  son  of  Daniel  atid  descendant  of  Nathaniel,  vbo  settled   in  Watertown,  Mass.,  in    1633,  was 

born  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  April  12,  1756,  and  died  December  2H,  1H29,  in  Delhi,  N.  V.  At  nineteen  we 
find  him  in  the  ranks  of  the  Jlinnte  >Ien  at  Hnnker  Hill.  an<l  afterwards  as  a  serj(i.aiU  of  the  Second 
Connecticut.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  surrender  of  I'ort  Wasliin^lon.  With  several  companions  he 
escaped  from  the  Hridewell  in  New  York,  at  night,  in  the  month  of  December  following,  gained  what  were 
then  the  open  fields,  and  reached  the  Hudson  at  the  vilhige  of  (Vreenwich,  ehiding  nil  Uie  Hritish  sep'inels. 
On  the  bank  they  found  no  means  of  escape  but  an  unseaworthy  boat,  and  here  the  pitrly  divided,  aid  his 
companions,  going  further,  were  most  or  all  recaptured.  He  determined  to  trust  himself  to  a  single  p^ank, 
rather  than  run  risk  of  capture.  Accordingly  he  proceeded  to  swim  the  Hudsiii  by  means  of  the  plank, 
and  after  being  several  hours  in  the  icy  water,  and  safely  passing  an  anchored  British  man-of-war,  he  was 
floated  ashore  below  Hoboken.  At  first  unable  to  stand  after  his  terrible  experience,  he  eventually  reached 
a  house  wln-re  he  was  succored.  Reaching  the  Aniencar.  lines  we  find  him  in  the  army  at  the  capture  of 
Trenton,  and  during  the  terrible  winter  at  Valley  I'orge.  This,  however,  added  to  his  previous  experience, 
broke  ilown  his  constitution,  and  soon  afterwards  he  secured  a  transfer  to  the  Commissary  Dei'arlment. 
where  he  remained  until  the  end  of  the  war,  rising  to  the  rank  of  Major.  After  17.S3  he  began  mercantile 
life  in  Newbiirgh,  and  then  went  into  politics,  evenlually  becoming  member  of  the  Legislature,  and 
holding  many  minor  offices  until  apjiointed  I'irst  (  Presiding)  Judge  of  Delaware  County,  an  office  he  held 
for  many  years,  and  to  universal  satisfaction. 
His  military  ability  was  inherited  by  his  son.  flcneral  I'Yederick  b'oote,  who  died  ])rematurelv  as  a  result  of 
hardships  endured  on  the  frontier  during  the  war  of  1.S12,  and  by  his  grandson.  Captain  ai.d  Rrevet-Maj(»r 
(really  acting  Cjlonel)  William  Ren.sselaer  Voote.  of  the  Sixth  V.  S.  Infantry,  who  was  killed  at  the 
battle  -^f  Gaines'  Mills,  in  1S62. 

2  Sunrise  was  at  six.     This  shows  how  early  the  party  must  have  left  Miller's  —  apparently  without  breakfast. 

•T  Foote  told  vSniith  —  who  did  all  the  talking  —  that  the  only  American  forces  below  were  Sheldon's  dragoons, 
who  were  chieflv  at  Robbins'  Mills  (now  Kensico)  and  would  give  him  an  escort  to  White  Plains  if  he 
wanted  it.     A  few  days  later  this  note  was  written  : 

"Continental  Village, 

"2S  of  Sept.  i7S<j. 
"Captain  Foote, 

"  Sir. — Your  letter  to  the  General  was  delivered  me  on  the  road.     You  will  on  n  ceipt  of  this  nermit 
the  officer  with  the  flag  to  return,  delivering  him  the  enclosed  letter.     This  1  know  to    )e  bis  Excelfenc 
intention,  and  he  yesterday  sent  orders  which  seem  not  to  have  reached  you. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

A.  H.\Mir.TON, 

Aid  De  Camp. 
Captain  Foote  has  endorsed  this  : 

"  Ordering  the  leturn  of  the  flag  sent  out  from  New  York  on  account  of  Arnold's  desertion." 
I  am  unable  to  decide  what  flag  of  truce  this  r.fers  to. 
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proof  of  tlie  value  of  Arnold's  pass.  vStrang's  tavern  was  demolished  about  1825, 
but  the  hewn  frame  of  a  part  of  it  was  moved  from  the  original  site,  just  across 
the  road,  to  the  rear  of  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Anson  Lee.  With 
modem  siding,  its  exterior  is  completely  changed,  but  inside  the  bare,  hewn 
p<«ts,  braces  and  cross-beams  attest  its  age.  It  is  now  used  as  a  kitchen,  but  the 
chairs,  brass  warming-pan  and  polished  powder-horn,'  all  older  than  the  Revolu- 
tion itself,  arc  quite  in  keeping  with  its  history,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  it  is 
the  very  room  in  which  Foote  read  the  pass. 

l.'p  a  long  hill  and  down  into  a  little  valley,  where  now  is  the  track  of  the 
New  York  and  Putnam  Railroad,  rode  our  party,  and,  at  a  point  not  identifiable, 
Andre  had  a  meeting  which  he  afterwards  said  "  made  his  hair  rise."  Colonel 
Samuel  B.  Webb,  of  the  Third  Conne-ticut,"  then  and  since  December  29,  1777,  a 
prisoner  to  the  British  in  New  York,  and  at  this  time  out  on  parole,  met  him. 
Coming  on  him  in  this  sequestered  place  at  such  an  hour,  Webb  —  who  had  often 
met  him  in  New  York,  and  probablj'  not  long  before — stared  hard  at  him.  Andre 
knew  him  at  once,  and  gave  himself  up  for  lost.  But  Webb's  star  was  not  in  the 
ascendant  that  morning,  any  more  than  had  been  Boyd's  or  Foote's,  and  he  failed 
to  recognize  his  acquaintance,'  and  once  more  fate  spared  him.  As  the  riders 
went  past  the  house  of  Major  Strang  (where  Smith,  the  night  before,  had  proposed 
to  stop)  they  were  observed  by  the  inmates,  who  thought  them  Continental 
officers.^  Daylight  appeared  as  they  followed  the  roud  south  and  east  about  three 
miles  and  a  half,  to  where,  just  before  it  forks  on  Cat  Hill,  a  small  two-story  frame 
house"  stands,  close  to  the  road,  on  the  west  side. 

Modernized  by  a  narrow  "  lean-to  "  in  the  rear,  an  addition  on  the  western 
end  and  ordinary  siding  all  round,  it  does  not  seem  old ;  but  it  actuall}'  dates  from 

1  The  horn  is  inscribed:  "  Rcloiig'd  to  Daniel  See  — Seth  Allen  his  Horn,    1775."    See  is  still  a  well-known 

family  in  upper  Westchester  County. 

2  Samuel  Blachley  Webb  was  horn  in  Weth:rsfield,  Conn.,  December  13,  1753,  and  died  at  Claverack,  N.  Y., 

December  3,  I  Sol. 

He  was  HDiindid  at  Hunker  Hill,  was  aid  to  General  Putnam,  and  in  1776  was  appointed  aid  to  Washington, 
with  the  rank  of  I.icutenaTit-colonel.  He  was  again  wounded  at  White  Plains,  ami  at  Trenton  ;  was  at  the 
battles  of  Long  Ishind  and  Princeton,  and  raised  and  organized  the  Third  Connecticut  almost  at  his  own 
expense.  It  was  first  styled  the  Additional  Continentals,  then  the  9th  and  finally  the  3d.  Webb  was 
noL  cxxhange<l  until  January,  1781. 

He  and  Colonel  Joseph  Reed  it  was  who  refused  to  receive  Howe's  letter  to  Washington,  fcecau.se  of  its  address 
to  "  Giorge  Washington,  I':s<|uire."  His  regin  ent  acquired  the  .sobriciuet  of  the  Decoy  Regiment,  owing  lo 
its  being  uniformed  in  red —the  uniforms,  in  tact,  captured  aboard  a  British  vessel,  and  slightly  changed 
to  adapt  them  to  patriot  use.  To  this  circumstance  was  due  the  capture  (October  10,  1777,)  of  the  Brili.sh 
spv,  Daniel  Taylor,  who  mistook  them  for  the  royal  forces,  found  himself  in  the  presence  of  General  James 
Clinton  instead  of  Sir  Henry,  and  was  hanged  at  Hurley,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  October  14th.  On  his 
expedition  to  Long  Island,  in  December,  1777,  Webb  was  captured. 

Soon  after  his  return  to  active  sc.vice  he  was  hrevetted  Brigadier-General. 

When  Washington  took  the  oath  of  office  as  President,  in  1789,  Webb  held  the  Bible  on  which  it  was 
administered.  His  s<in,  Henry  I,.,  was  Colonel  of  the  i8th  U.  S.  Infantry,  during  the  Jlexican  War,  and 
Geniral  Alexamier  S.  Webb,  president  of  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  is  his  grandson. 

'  It  is  a  coincidence  that  on  I'ebmary  12,  1778,  Webb's  brother  Joseph  wrote  him  from  New  Haven  :  ".Should 
you  meet  Captain  Andri?.  acknowledge  from  me  his  politeness  to  Major  Huntington,  and  I  think  you  will 
find  him  nnirh  the  gentleman." 

*  Dykman.    The  house  is  marked  6  on  the  map. 

'  Marked  7  on  the  map. 
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about  1700.  For  more  than  a  century,  and  up  to  1895,  it  was  owned  and  occupied 
by  those  by  whose  name  it  is  still  known  —  the  Underhills.  In  17S0  its  owner  was 
Isaac,  whose  widow,  Sarah,  survived  until  1812.  Tradition  —  practically  history, 
ns  in  the  case  of  the  Miller-Reqna  house  —  says  that  a  band  of  Cowboys  — 
(probably  those  Captain  Hoyd  had  referred  to)  —  had  driven  off  all  but  one  of  her 
cows  the  previous  night.  The  piesent  highway  wall  did  not  then  exist,  so  our 
travellers  rode  up  to  the  backdoor — now  hidden  by  the  "lean-to"  —  where  both 
alighted  and  asked  for  breakfast.  All  Mrs.  Underbill  could  give  them,  under  the 
circumstance  of  her  loss,  was  the  humble  dish  of  "  suppawn '"  (mush  and  luilk). 
Seated  on  the  step  of  the  back  door,"'  the  talented  young  Adjutant  ate-,  his  last 
meal  as  a  free  man.  At  this  stage  of  the  journey.  Smith  and  he  parted  —  to  his 
speedy  ruin.  Nothing  has  ever  been  disclosed  as  to  why  this  was  done.  White 
Plains  was  still  fifteen  miles  distant;  Andr^  knew  nothing  of  the  region  between, 
while  Smith  knew  it  well.  He  had  agreed  to  take  his  companion  there,  but  made 
no  further  effort  to  that  end."  The  other  could  not  force  him  to  do  it,'  and 
possibly  did  not  greatly  desire  his  further  company,  feeling  tolerably  confident,  as 
Smith  told  him  he  was  now  beyond  the  American  outposts. "^  So,  paying  Mrs. 
Underbill,  dividing  with  Andre  his  Continental  monej',  and  giving  him  a  message" 
to  his  brother  William,  the  Tory  Chief-Justice  at  New  York,  whom  Andre  knew, 
he  and  his  servant  returned  to  Crompond  and  thence  northwest  to  Arnold's 
quarters  at  the  Robinson  House,  just  below  West  Point  on  the  east  shore,  and 
told  his  story  to  the  expectant  traitor,  with  whom  he  says  he  dined.'  Unless 
Arnold  was  concerned  about  Andre's  being  abandoned  short  of  White  Plains,  he 
must  have  felt  assured  of  the  success  of  his  plot.  Smith  went  on  to  Fishkill  to 
rejoin  his  family.  His  Whig  connections  have  a  fresh  proof  here.  Colonel  Ann 
Hawkes  Hay,  of  the  Haverstraw  militia,  was  married  to  Smith's  sister,  Martha, 
and  lived  at  Fishkill  at  this  time.     It  was   to  his  house  that  Mrs.  Smith  and  the 

I  A  curious  coiticiileiice  is  Unit  of  Andre's  contcinptuoiis  refcrcnci'  to  tliis  homely  dish,  in  tlie  Com  Clnue.  See 
Appendix. 

'i  The  view  of  this  was  made  \indcr  difTiculties,  it  l)eiiiK  necessary  to  place  the  camera  outside  the  IjacU  window. 
Tlie  house  is  in  j^ooil  condition,  and  may  last  another  century.  If  the  owner,  Mr.  (ieorjje  Grej'ory,  carries 
out  his  expressed  intention  of  removing  the  "  Ican-lo,"  the  hack  will  appear  in  its  original  condition, 
showing  the  "Andrd  door."  In  the  side  view  Miss  Gregory  is  shown  stamling  just  where  the  "  ieau-to  " 
joins  the  original  huilding. 

!'  The  horse  and  e((iii|)inents  Aiidri'  promised  should  l)e  returne<l  or  paid  for. 

*  A  singular  fact  is  that  Audri5,  althougli  knowing  he  was  entering  the  enemy's  country  wlieii  leaving  the 
Vulture,  was  unarmed. 

'•  Had  Smith  forgotten  Voote's  statement  that  Sheldon's  force  was  at  Rohhins'  Mills? 

«  One  of  his  captors  suhsequently  statetl  that  when  fir.st  seen  hy  them  he  was  intently  studying  a  piece  of  paper 
containing  a  rough  map  of  the  region  .south  of  Pine's  Bridge.  An  ohvious  inference  would  be  that  Arnold 
or  Smith  made  it  foi  hnn.  No  trace  of  it  exists.  It  may  have  l)een  lost  when  his  Iwots  were  taken  off  at 
Tarry  town. 

"  He  was  no  stranger  to  the  house,  hut  Colonel  Richard  Varick,  Arnold's  senior  Aid,  thoroughly  disliked  and 
distrusted  hini,  and  not  lonp  before  had  tried  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  him  at  (linner,  \intil  Mrs.  Arnoid 
became  annoye<l  and  a.sked  liim  to  de.si.st.  Varick  was  so  unsuspicious  of  the  real  relations  existing  between 
Smith  anil  liis  cliief  that  he  warned  Arnold  against  him.  Leake  says  Smith  and  Uimb  were  invited  guests 
at  dinner  on  the  eighteenth  of  September.  This  may  have  been  the  date  of  the  quarrel  between  Varick 
and  Smith,  but  Leake  doei  not  mention  it. 
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ihildrcii  liad  been  sent,  to  have  them  out  of  the  way  while  Arnold's  mysterious 
vis  should  he  at  "  Belmont,"  and  Smith  now  proposed  to  take  them  hack  with 
him.  On  Monday,'  the  twenty-fifth,  he  rode  to  Poughkeepsie  on  business,  and 
returned  in  time  to  be  present  at  the  dinner  given  by  General  Joan  Morin  Scott 
in  honor  of  Washington.  He  is  said  to  have  had  a  seat  at  the  same  table  .vith 
the  Chief.-' 

We  will  now  return  to  Yorktown.  Andre  continued  on  the  road  which 
passes  Underhill's  to  Pine's  Bridge,  which  then  spanned  the  Croton  river  about 
li:ilf  a  mile  further  up  stream  than  the  present  structure.''  Crossing  it,  he  turned 
to  the  right  and  followed  the  highway  down  the  south  bank  about  a  mile,  to  Hog 
Mill.  Then  turning  to  the  left  he  ascended  the  hill  to  Underhill's  Corners,  where 
Henry  C.  .Mien  now  lives,  about  three  miles  from  the  bridge.'  Here  the  road 
extends  nearly  north  and  south,  and  at  its  intersection  with  the  Chappaqua  road, 
becomes  Kijip  Street.  In  the  angle  between  the  two  on  the  east  side  of  Kipp 
Street,  is  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Allen.  In  1780  the  house"'  then  existing  was 
occupied  by  Stevenson  Thome,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  The  fugitive 
reached  the  spot  about  ten  o'clock,"  when  the  fog  had  changed  to  a  fine,  drizzling 
rain.  In  doubt  as  to  whether  he  ought  to  keep  on  the  road,  or  take  that  to 
Chappaipia,  southeast,  he  checked  his  horse,  and  seeing  Jesse  Thorne,  a  twelve- 
year  old  boy  who  was  standing  on  the  wood-pile  near  the  front  of  the  house,  asked 
his  way  to  Tarrytown.'  Jesse  jumped  from  the  wood-pile  and  we:it  to  the  house- 
door  to  call  his  father,  who  came  out.  A  brief  colloquy  ensued  between  them,  the 
way  to  Tarrytown  was  pointed  out,  the  stranger  touched  his  horse  with  the 
spur"  and  galloped  away  southwards  on  Kipp  Street." 

Jesse,  with  the  curiosity  of  a  country  boy,  watched  him  whilst  he  spoke 
with  his  father,  and  many  years  afterwards  described  him  accurately,  as  "  very 
genteel  in  his  manners  and  intelligent,  wearing  a  wide-brimmed  hat,  military  cape 
overcoat,  high  boots  with  spurs,  and  riding  a  brown  horse  branded  U.S.A.  on  the 
shoulder,  and  having  one  white  forefoot  and  a  white  star  on  his  forehead." 

Andre  pursued  his  journey  down  Kipp  Street  to  the  Hardscrabble  road. 
So  far,  no  obstacle  had  arisen,  and  the  way  to  safety  seemed  open,  if  he  could 
but  follow  Smith's  directions  for  reaching  either  White  Plains  or  Dobbs'  Ferry. 

'  Smith's  A'anitlive. 

■i  .\iioUiL-r  iunhorily  says  he  called  on  \Vashin;;U)n  that  day,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  McKnight,  where  the  Chief  was 
(|ua,iere,     ami  wlu-re  the  dinner  was  probably  Kiven.     If  Smith  is  to  be  believed,  he  aud  Colonel  Hay 
dined  with  (.encral  Knox  that  day  .at  "Dr.  McKmghfs,  where  General  Scott  also  li-     1  " 
.•\Uer  supprr,  he  says,  \V,   hington  came  out  and  stayed  a  few  moments  with  them. 

a  The  old  abutimnts  were  ■       jle  until  llie  recent  raising  of  Croton  Dam  increased  the  dep.,i  of  water 

*  Dyklimn. 

•'  Marked  Son  the  liuip. 

«  Jesse  Thorne  to  his  g;-„   .ison,  Rev,  C.  C.  Thome,  of  Windliam,  N,  Y.,  who  is  my  informant. 

'   '"''''\lr'msii  liner  ^'"''''      """^  '"■"  ^"'"'"  ''"^  '^'"'t'P"4"a  rc.id  he  would  almost  certainly   have  reached  the 

•-  This  spur,  of  silver,  was  in  i,S,S2  preserved  in  Washington's  Ilf-adquarters  at  Newbiirgh. 

»  The  road  shown  in  the  ceT.re,  ascending  the  bill. 
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At  tlie  house'  in  Pleasantville  then  occupied  by  Syh'anus  Brundage,  and  now  by 
his  grandson,  William  H.  Brundage,  on  this  road,  he  stopped  to  water  his  horse 
at  the  spring  opposite  the  house.  Brundage,  himself  a  soldier,  of  the  Second — or 
Middle  —  regiment  of  Westchester  militia  (Colonel  Thomas)  was  then  at  home.' 
Some  words  were  exchanged  between  them,  and  the  traveller  went  on.  Con- 
tinuing on  he  reached  the  old  Bedford  road,  and  passed  down  it  to  Rossell's  —  now 
Mekeel's  —  Corners.'  Here  he  turned  to  the  left.  At  a  point  about  a  mile 
further,  the  road  descends  to  the  little  valley  where  the  Nepperhan'  river,  here  a 
mere  brook,  is  crossed,  and  feeds  the  pond  for  the  sawmill  still  existing  and  known 
as  Hammond's.  To  his  left,  on  a  slight  eminence,  stood  the  dwelling  of  Staats 
Hammond,"  the  miller.  Here,  for  the  second  time  that  morning,  the  fugitive 
unwittingly  met  a  patriot  soldier.  Hammond  was  a  sergeant  in  the  Inrst  West- 
chester, and  had  been  wounded  through  the  left  leg  in  an  encounter  near  vSing 
Sing,  June  17,  1779."  The  unhealed  wound  still  disabled  him  and  he  was  lying 
on  the  floor  in  his  house.' 

It  was  a  beautiful  September  day  when  I  visited  the  scene.  Hammond's 
house  disappeared  long  ago,  but  that  lately  occupied  by  Floyd  Powell  stands  on 
the  same  site. 

Riding  quite  close  to  the  well,  where  stood  David  and  Sally  Hammond, 
fourteen  and  twelve  years  old,  the  stranger  asked  for  a  drink.  Sally  filled  a  cup 
or  bowl  and  handed  it  to  him,  while  David  held  the  horse  and  noticed  the  hand- 
some double-snaffle  bridle,  and  the  mane  full  of  burrs.  Andre  remarked  on  the 
excellence  of  the  water,"  gave  Sally  a  sixpence,  which  was  treasured  for  many 
years  afterwards,  and  then  asked  David"  about  the  distance  to  Tarrytown  and  the 
likelihood  of  meeting  a  Whig  force  at  Young's  tavern,  about  a  mile  further  on. 
The  boy  told  him  there  was  a  party  of  scouts  there.  Alarmed  at  this,  he  turned 
his  horse  and  retraced  his  journey  as  far  as  Mekeel's  Corners.  Here  he  continued 
over  the  old  Bedford  road,  on  to  Tarrytown  Heights  to  the  old  Albany  Post  rouJ, 
which  he  followed  to  Tarrytown. 

Here  Fate  awaited  him,  and  the  consequences  of  the  night's  delay  at 
Miller's  house,  aTid  his  fear  of  the  party  at  Young's  tave^-n  were  to  deliver  him 
into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.     Had  he  gone  on,  towards  Dobbs'   Ferry,  past 


I  Marked  9  on  the  iiiap. 

-'  The  term  of  sen-ice  of  many  of  tlie  riiilitia  had  expired  tlie  previous  June. 

■'  Marked  10  on  the  map.     John  Mekeel  was  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  Third  Westchester  militia. 

*  Spelled  also  Nepperan,  but  generally  known  by  the  barbaric  name  of  Sawmill. 

s  Marked  1 1  on  the  map. 

'i  Howe  was  there  in  July  —  possibly  "June"  should  l)e  July. 

"  Through  the  window  he  had  a  glimpse  of  the  rider,  and  afterwards  expressed  distrust  of  him  on  account  of  his 

being  muffled  to  the  chin  in  his  cloak.  — /PrtivV/  HammonU  in  iS^;. 
^  The  "  .-VndrL-  well"  still  furnishes  excellent  water.     In  the  illustration  it  is  not  shown,  but  is  directly  on  a  line 

with  the  left  end  of  the  house. 
»  Mrs.  Ilannnoud.  according  to  Campbell. 

Uavid  live!  until  1853,  and  to  the  end  clearly  recalled  the  scene. 
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Vdinijr's  tnvcni,  wliidi  was  doiibtlcss  tlie  route  Arnold  laid  out  for  liini,  or  had  lie 
hceii  but  an  hour  and  a  half  earlier,  all  would  have  been  well  with  him,  for  the 
road  was  then  free.  At  this  point  I  would  digress  a  moment,  to  consider  the  state 
of  tlial  part  of  Westchester  County  —  its  t,n-eater  part  —  then  known  as  the  Neutral 
('.round,  from  not  being  permanently  occupied  by  either  army.  Strictly  speaking, 
the  Neutral  Ground  was  all  below  the  Croton  river,  but  the  frequent  British 
forays  beyond  that  line  rendered  its  actual  extent  indefinite.  Dr.  James  Thacher,' 
surgeon  of  the  vSixtetntli  Massachusetts,  whose  Military  Journal  is  so  full  of 
valuable  details  of  the  period,  was  present  with  his  regiment  during  November, 
1 7.S0,  when  a  large  detachment  of  Washington's  army,  under  Stark,  crossed  the 
Ihulson  and  moved  down  through  the  county  as  far  as  West  Farms,  only  eight 
miles  from  King's  Bridge,  and  endeavored  to  draw  the  British  into  a  general 
engagement.^     He  thus  graphically  describes  the  region  and  inhabitants : 

"  Tlie  miserable  inhabitants  are  not  much  favored  with  the  privileges  which  their 
neiitmhty  ought  to  secure  to  them.  The)-  are  continually  exposed  to  the  ravages  and 
insults  of  infamous  bar.,litti,  eoni]X)sed  of  royal  refugees  and  Tories.  The  coniUry  is  rich 
and  fertile,  but  now  has  the  marks  of  a  country  in  ruins.  The  few  farmers  who  remain 
fin<l  it  iin|X)ssible  to  harvest  the  produce.  The  meadows  and  pastures  are  covered  with 
gra.ss  of  a  summer's  growth,  and  thousands  of  birshels  of  apples  and  other  fruit  are  rotting 
in  the  orchards.  Some  on  either  side  Iia\-e  taken  up  arms,  and  l)ecome  the  most  cruel  and 
deadlj'  toes.  There  are  within  the  British  lines,  banditti  of  lawless  villains  who  devote 
themselves  to  the  most  cruel  i)illage  and  robbery  among  the  defenceless  inhabitants 
lietweeii  the  lines;  many  of  whom  they  carry  off  to  New  York  after  plundering  their 
I  louses  and  farms.  These  shameful  marauders  have  received  the  names  of  Cowboys  and 
Skinners,     liy  their  atrocious  deeds  they  have  become  a  .scourge  and  terror  to  the  people." 

Rev,  Timothy   Dwight,   of   New    Haven,    who   was    Chaplain    to   General 

.Silliman's  Connecticut  Brigade  —  the  First — in   1778-9,  and  afterwards  President 

of  Vale  College,  has  left  a  still   more  distressing  description  of  the  same  region  : 

"  These  unhappy  jxiople  were  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  lx)tli  armies.     Often 

they  were  actualh-  plundered,  and   always   were   liable   to   this   calamity.     They    feared 

t\crylK)dy  whom  they  .saw,  and  loved  nolxjdy.     Fear  was  apparently  the  only  passion  by 

which  they  were  animated.     The  jxiwer  of  volitio.i  seemed  to  have  deserted  them.     They 

\ielded,  with  a  kind  of  apathy,  what  you  asked  and  what  they  suppo.sed  it  iniix).ssible  for 

them  to  retain,     'xheir  houses  were  in  a  great  measure  .scenes  i'  desolation,  and  their 

furniture  was  extensively  plundered  or  broken  to  pieces.     The  wa)       floors  and  windows 

were  injureil  Ixith  by  violence  and  decuy,  and  were  not  repaired,   ix  ause  they  had  not 

ihe  means  and  l^ecause  they  were  exjxi.sed  to  the  repetition  of  the  same  injuries.     Their 

cattle  were  gone,  their  enclosure^'  were  burnt  where  they  were  capable  of   becoming  fuel, 

and  thrown  down  where  they  were  not.     Their  fields  were  covered  with  a  rank  growth  of 

I  James  Thacher  was  liorii  in  H.Trti.stable,  .Mas.s..  I"i'l)ruary  4,  [754,  and  dieil  in  Plvmoutli,  May  24,  1844. 

Ik-  rutert-d  tin-  army  in  1775,  and  served  thruuj,;hout  the  war,  successively  as  surgeon  of  the  I-'irst  Virj^inia  and 
the  Sixteenth  Mas-sjichuselt-s,  He  was  jironiinent  professionally  and  socially  throuj^houl  his  life  after  the 
end  of  the  war.  and  exerted  a  marked  influence  for  ^ood  on  the  connnunity  in  which  he  dwelt. 

■■'  I'nder  pretext  of  a  foraj^ing  expedition,  this  force  was  intended  hy  the  Comniander  in  Chief  to  co-opiTatc  with 
the  main  army  in  an  att.ack  against  the  Kneniy's  post  on  (New)  York  Island,  Hy  some  cau.se,  know  n  only 
to  the  Chief,  this  enterprise  wes  unfortunately  defeated. —  Tltaflwr, 
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weeds  and  wild  grass.  Their  world  was  motionless  and  silent,  except  when  one  of  these 
inihappy  people  went  upon  a  rare  and  lonely  excursion  to  the  house  of  a  neighbor  no  less 
unhappy,  or  a  scouting  party  alarmed  the  inhabitants  with  cxjiectations  of  new  injuries 
and  sufferings.  The  very  tracks  of  the  carriage  roads  \\  ■  obliterated  by  disuse,  and 
wlicn  discernable  resembled  the  faint  impressions  of  chario  leels  said  to  tx;  left  on  the 
pavements  of  Herculaneum.  The  grass  was  of  full  height  for  the  scythe,  and  strongly 
realized  to  my  own  mind,  for  the  first  time,  the  proper  imixirt  of  that  picturesque  allusion 
in  the  Song  of  Deborah  :  '  In  the  days  of  Shamgar,  the  son  of  Anath,  in  the  days  of  Jael, 
the  highways  were  unoccupied,  and  the  travellers  walked  through  by-ways.  The  inhab- 
itants of  the  villages  cea.sed,  they  ceased  in  Israel.'  "     (Judges  V.,  6,  -.) 

It  was  through  this  ver}'  region,  and  among  a  people  thus  harried  and  ruined 
tliat  Clinton's  Adjutant-General  was  now  making  his  way  —  and  it  was  to  the 
recent  l>rutalities  of  a  part}'  of  Cowboys  that  he  was  indirectly  to  owe  his 
capture,  within  an  hour  of  the  time  he  left  Hammond's  house. 

At  about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  previous  day  —  Friday,  the 
twenty-second — .John  Dean,  .John  Paulding,  James  Romer,  Isaac  See,  Isaac  Van 
Wart,  Abraham  Williams  and  .Jo'ii  Yerks,'  all  young  men,"  left  Salem  on  a 
"scout"  or  errand  of  more  or  less  independent  and  irregular  warfare,  having  for  its 
object  the  capture  of  any  Cowboys  or  others  who  might  drive  cattle  towards  New 
York.  As  thej-  passed  the  house  of  Joseph  Benedict,  where  David  Williams  was  at 
work,  he  recognized  them,  asked  their  errand  and  volunteered  to  join  them.  His 
personal  aim  was  to  revenge  the  death  of  a  neighbor  named  Pelhani,  killed  by  Cow- 
boys the  day  before,  and  his  property  stolen.  All  of  Yerks'  party  were  militiamen,^ 
and  had  secured,  through  Paulding,  leave  of  absetice  from  their  officers  to  take  part 
in  the  scout.  Sleeping  that  night  in  ,John  Andrews'  hay  barn  at  Pleasantville,' 
thej'  reached  Tarrytown  Saturdaj'  morning,  at  about  half-past  seven,  and  went  to 
the  house  of  Jacob  Romer,  father  of  James,  which  has  now  disappeared.  It  stood 
close  to  the  present  reservoir,  near  the  Tarrytown  station  of  the  New  York  and 
Putnam  road.  Here  they  had  breakfast,  and  Mrs.  Romer  put  up  dinner  for  them 
in  a  basket."    They  went  next  to  Isaac  Reed's  house,  borrowed  a  pack  of  playing 

1  Yerk.s  originated  the  scout,  having  proposed  it  to  Paulding. 

-  Pavifi  Wiilianis,  Uie  oldest,  was  not  quite  twenty-three.  Van  Wart  t-nd  P.iulding  were  cousins ;  also,  apparently, 
Romer  and  Paulding.  Verks  was  a  cousin  of  Dean's  on  his  mother's  side. 
To  Williams,  more  than  anyone  else,  hi.story  is  indebted  for  many  minute  details  about  the  capture  and  the 
events  innucdiately  preceding  it.  He  only  it  is  that  has  given  the  jiarticiilars  aho,it  the  party  of  Cowboys 
of  which  Rovd,  I'oote  and  —  later  —  Jameson  and  Washington  himself,  were  apprehensive.  He  says  the 
banrl  h:ul  raided  I  oundridge  {the  ea.sternniost  town  in  the  county,  lying  next  to  Connecticut)  the  night 
before  his  party  started  (Thursday  the  twenty-first)  and  that  they  were  lc<l  by  a  noted  Tory  named  Snntli. 
Tory  Smiths  were  numeroiis,  anti  three  were  noted  bandits  —  Claudius,  of  Oranpe  County,  the  greatest 
vir.."iin  of  the  three,  had  been  hanged  in  177R,  and  a  second's  head  was  cut  off.  in  Schoharie  Coi.nty,  by 
infuriated  Whigs  in  1779,  so  the  son  of  Claudius,  Richard,  is  the  one  probably  meart.  While  they  were 
nn  Pelham's  farm,  driving  off  his  live-stock,  the  unfortunate  owner  had  run  out  in  his  nightshirt  to  save 
bis  horse,  when  the  rufiians  killed  him. 
What  a  graphic  picture  of  a  midnight  foray  on  a  defenceless  homestead  in  the  Ne\itral  Ground  this  brief 
statement  gives ! 

■I  The  P'irst  Westchester. 

I  Paulding  says  Pleasantville ;  Williams,   Salem.     It  was  a  few  yards  from  the  present   Methodist   church  at 
Pleasantville. 

s  The  pewter  liasin  accompanying  it  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  J.  C.  L.  Hamilton,  of  Elmsford,  N.  Y. 
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cards,  and  then  proceeded  to  tlie  sjjot  wlicrc  the  l)nsine.ss  of  the  day  niiirht  be 
looked  for  — the  two  roads  Icadin^r  to  New  York.  Here  they  separated  into  two 
s(|iiads.  Paiil(linf,s  David  Williams  and  \'an  Wart  were  posted  on  what  was 
known  as  the  old  Post  Road,  near  where  stood  an  enormous  white-wood  or  tulip 
tree,'  just  south  of  the  little  stream  then  known  as  Clark's  Kill,  but  ever  since  as 
Andre  Brook,  Just  opposite  was  afterwards  built  St.  Mark's  Episcopal  Church. 
(The  old  Bedford  road  at  that  time  came  into  the  Post  road  at  that  point.)  The 
other  five  were  to  watch  the  old  Bedford  road  on  Davis'  Hill."  The  two  were 
not  far  apart,  and  it  was  agreed  that  either  party  needing  aid  should  fire  a  gun, 
and  that  any  plunder  taken  should  be  shared  equally  by  all.  While  they  are 
waiting,  we  may  consider  the  epithets  of  "  marauders,"  "  banditti,"  etc.,  after- 
wards applied  to  them,  and  the  irregularity  which  some  have  insisted  attended 
tlieir  action  and  nullified  their  patriotism.  Certainly  they  were  not  an  organized 
body,  detached  by  superior  authority  for  a  definite  military  expedition.  But  all 
were  militia  accustomed  to  active  service  —  Dean,  David  Williams  and  Paulding 
particularly  so.  Paulding  had  been  twice  a  prisoner  in  British  hand.s''  in  New 
York.  The  party  was  actually  under  the  direction  of  one  of  their  number  who 
was  a  veteran,  not  only  of  militia  service,  but  of  the  Canada  expedition  of  1775. 
There  he  had  endured  great  hardships,  and  left  behind  him  an  elder  soldier 
brother,  entombed  in  the  tremendous  snowdrifts  of  the  Plains  of  Abraham.  He 
altmc  of  the  party  was  not  a  private,  being  at  the  time  a  sergeant  in  the  First 
Westchester,  and   was  later  promoted  and  commissioned  as  ensign.     I   refer  to 

John  Dean,^  to  whose  methodical  disposition  of  the  party 

^.--7/  <T)Q/T/y)         ''^•''  success  was  probabl}'  largely  due,  yet  whose  modesty 

C/  prevented  his  receiving  a  just  share  of  the  praise  bestowed 

on  the  three  known  to  history.''  To  return  to  our  story — 
they,  whom  I-'ortnue  was  to  favor  that  day,  had  the  pack  of  cards,  and  drew  lots  to 
S'.'e  who  should  watch  while  the  others  played.  Van  Wart  lost,  and  took  his  place 
by  the  roadside,"  at  about  eight  o'clock.  None  but  persons  whom  he  knew  passed 
until  about  half-past  nine,  when  the  sound  of  horse  hoofs  was  heard  on  the  bridge 

'  IJiiiHiiitdron.  U  was  112  feet  hi^h,  and  stood,  a  noted  Iiindiiiark,  nntil  July  31,  iS<:)i,  when  destroyed  by 
lightning.  .\  coincidence  was  that  on  the  same  day  the  news  readied  Tarrytown  of  ArnoUl's  death  in 
London.     The  spot  is  marked  12  on  the  map. 

-  It  is  a  enrious  fact  that  <»ti  Tarrytown  liei^jhts  Andr^  rotle  past  tho.se  who  were  watching  tlie  Bedford  road 
from  navi.*-'  Hill,  without  heing  .seen  by  them. — JtufgcJ,  O.  Dykman,  in  a  note  to  the  author. 

^  lie  says  the  Ilrsl  time  he  was  confined  in  the  Sugar  House,  and  tlie  seconrl  in  the  North  Dutch  Church. 

•  That  he  was  reco^ni/eil  as  the  k^.-tler  appears  from  Jameson's  question.     SeeyWJ/. 

•'  John  Dean  was  horn  .September  15,  1755,  and  died  in  Tarrytown  April  4,  1S17.  After  his  service  in  Canada, 
as  noticed,  he  was  in  the  militia  almost  constantly  until  tile  end  of  the  Revolution.  In  most  of  the 
t'licounters  between  the  patriots  and  their  enemies,  \\helher  Rritish  regulars,  their  Ttiry  allies,  or  the 
t'owboys,  he  bore  a  prominent  part,  and  his  death  was  directly  due  to  an  injury  received  in  a  skirmish  at 
Kind's  Rridge  in  17S1. 
His  entire  life  after  the  close  of  hostilities  was  sp^'llt  ill  Tarrytown,  where  his  descendants  still  reside,  and 
where  his  name  ajijiears  amongst  those  of  his  companions  in  arms  of  the  Neutral  Ground,  on  the  inonument 
erected  in  1S94  to  the  memory  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 

•*  Williams  says  all  sat  down. 
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spanning  the  "  kill.'"  The  rider  was  intently  scanning  a  small  map,  thongh  his 
animal  was  galloping.^  On  this,  either  Van  Wart  or  Williams  said,  "  Here 
comes  a  gentleman-like  looking  man,  who  appears  well-dressed,  and  whom  j'on  had 
better  step  ont  and  stop,  if  j'ou  don't  know  him."'^  Panlding  did  so,  presenting 
his  musket  at  the  rider's  breast/  "  I  asked  him  which  way  he  was  going." 
"My  lads,"  he  replied,"!  hope  you  belong  to  our  party."''  "What  party?" 
"The  lower.""  "We  do — my  dress  shows  that,"  artfully  said  Paulding,  who 
wore  the  uniform  coat,  green,  faced  with  red,  of  a  German  Jiigcf.  This  dress 
naturally  helped  to  deceive  Andre.'  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Paulding  had  but  a  few 
days  before  escaped  from  a  British  prison  —  the  North  Dutch  church,  Fulton 
vStreet  —  in  New  York,  and  \iy  the  friendlj'  keeper  of  a  livery  stable  had  been 
furnished  with  the  coat,  to  help  him  pass  the  King's  Bridge  outposts."  The 
horseman,  now  addressing  the  group  collectivel}',  said :  "  I  am  a  British  officer, 
have  been  up  the  couutrj'  on  particular  business,  <ind  would  not  wish  to  be 
detained  a  minute"  —  and  to  prove  his  claim  to  be  an  officer,  took  out  his  gold 
watch."  "  Upon  this,  I  told  him  to  dismount,'"  and  we  told  him  we  were 
Americans.""  At  this  the  stranger  started,  changed  color,  and  "  fetched  a  deep 
sigh.""  "  God  bless  my  soul,"  he  exclaimed,  "  a  body  must  do  anything  to  get 
along  now-a-days,""  and  produced  Arnold's  pass.  Paulding,  who  alone  of  the 
three  could  read  or  write,  read  it.  "  Yon  had  best  let  me  go,  or  you  will  bring 
yourselves  into  trouble,  for  your  stopping  me  will  detain  General  Arnold's 
business :  I  am  going  to  Dobbs'  Ferry,  to  meet  a  person  there  and  get  information 
for  him,"  said  the  rider,  whom  Van  Wart  afterwards  accuralcl}'  described  as  "  a 
light,  trini-bnilt  man  of  a  bold  military  countenance,  and  with  dark  eyes."  The 
part}'    hesitated  —  Arnold's    pass    was    undoubtedly   genuine,   and    his   authoritj- 

I  Van  Wart. 

-  Williams.  Van  Wart  says  he  was  ritlinj;j  slowly,  which  seems  more  likely.  Both  may  he  rijjhl,  for  he  -nay 
have  checked  the  .inimal  just  as  lie  crossed  the  hridge.  As  he  was  halted  he  thrust  tlie  map  (whicii 
.\riiold  or  Sniitli  had  given  him )  into  his  off  hoot-leg. 

■t  I'anlding. 

*  Van  Wart  says  all  three  presented  their  guns. 
"  Williams. 

li  .Andre's  fatal  tineslion  has  been  the  wonder  of  all  historians.     With  the  pass  in  hi'  pocket  which  had  brought 
him  sjifely  through  so  many  dangers,  he  made  his  crowning  blunder. 
The  budden.ress  of  the  surinise  seemed  to  deprive  him  of  his  wonted  presence  of  \\\\\\A.— Jones. 
Instead  of  producing  .Vrnold's  pass,  which  would  have  extricated  him  frtun  ou.   parties,  ancl  ould  have  done 
him  no  liarm  with  his  own,  he  asked  the  men  if  tney  were  of  the  "  ujiper  "  or  "  lower  "  \arly. —  //ami/toti. 
With  a  want  of  ptlf-i>ossession  so  difficidl  to  be  accounted  for  in  a  uiind  ecjualiy  brave  and  intelligent  that  it 
would  almost  seem  Providential,  instead  of  producing  the  pass  from  Arnold,  he  asked  the  man  (Williams) 
where  he  beh  nged. —  .^layjiall. 

7  General  Van  Cortland  says  .\ndr(5  exclaimed  :  "Thank  God  !  I  am  once  more  among  friends."  The  buttons 
of  this  coat  were  long  preserve<l  at  the  Van  Cortland  manor  hou.se  at  Croton. 

'' The  "fierce  spirit  of  liberty"  which  the  British  acknowledged  actuated  the  people  of  New  Kngland,  was 
found  also  in  the  devastateil  Neutral  Ground.  Twice  a  i>ri.souer,  yet  in  arms  again  as  soon  as  he  escaped, 
is  a  typical  record  of  a  young  militiaman. 

'■'  He  carried  two,  one  of  silver. 

10  Paulding. 

II  Van  Wart. 
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extended  to  Tarrytown.'  Once  more  Andr6's  fate  hung  in  the  balance,"  but  he 
had  just  avowed  liiniself  a  British  officer,''  displaying  as  a  proof  a  gold  watch,  an 
article  possessed  by  but  very  few  Americans  at  the  time  —  and  Paulding,  the 
master  spirit  of  the  three,  whose  acquaintance  with  British  officers  was  recent  and 
probably  painful,  was  not  satisfied,  and  said,  doubtfully,  "  I  hope  you  will  not  be 
offended,  we  do  not  mean  to  take  anything  from  you,  but  there  are  many  bad 
people  on  the  road,  and  I  don't  know  but  you  may  be  one.  What  is  your 
name?"  "John  Anderson,"  was  the  reply.*  Still  unsatisfied,  Paulding  told  him 
he  must  dismount  and  accompany  them  into  the  thicket,  where  they  would  be  out 
of  sight  of  passers-by.''  This  was  done,  Williams  bringing  up  the  rear  and 
replacing  the  fence  rails  behind  them."  Paulding  told  Williams  to  search  him, 
which  was  done,  and  even  his  outer  clothing  removed,  but  to  no  purpose.  Then 
he  was  told  to  sit  down  and  take  off  his  boots,  "which,"  naively  adds  Williams, 
"  he  seemed  to  be  indifferent  about,  but  we  got  one  off  and  found  nothing  in  it." 
\'an  Wart  says :  "  We  found  his  stocking  sagged  a  little,  and,  taking  it  off,  found 
three  unsealed  letters  within.  Paulding  hastily  read  them,  and  exclaimed,  '  He  's 
a  .spy!'" 

Williams  continues ;  "  We  found  three  more  papers  in  the  other  stocking, 
then  made  him  dress  himself,  and  I  asked  him  what  he  would  give  us  to  let  him 
go."'  "  Any  sum  you  want,"  was  the  prompt  reply  —  if  money  could  save  him, 
the  fugitive  had  no  fear  of  the  result.  "A  hundred  guineas,  with  the  horse, 
saddle,  bridle  and  j-our  watch  ?"  queried  Williams.  "  Yes,  and  the  money  shall 
be  sent  here  if  you  want."     "Will   you   not  give  more  ?"  pursued   the   relentless 

'  As  Sheldon's  rvgiment,  on  diily  as  low  as  White  Plains,  was  under  Arnold,  I  infer  that  his  authority  extended 
to  Tarrytown.  Yet  on  August  3,  Washinj^ton,  in  apjiointing  him  commander  at  West  Point,  made  out  his 
notice:  "West  Point  and  its  dependencies,  in  winch  all  are  included,  from  I'ishkill  to  King's  Ferry." 
Possibly  this  refers  only  to  the  fortifications. 

-  We  were  alwut  allowing  him  to  pass,  and  he  was  reining  his  horse  into  the  road,  when  Paulding  exclaimed,  in 
an  undertone,  "  D n  him  !  I  don't  like  his  looks." — Williaiiii. 

•1  "  I  wouUl  have  let  him  go,  had  he  shown  his  pas.s  Ijefore  he  said  he  was  a  British  ofncer,"  Paulding  afterwards 
admitted. 

A  curious  .story  may  be  found  in  the  "life  and  Observationf  of  Rev.  K.  V.  Newell"  (C.  \V.  Ainsworth, 
Worce.ster,  Mass.,  1S49, )  to  this  effect;  In  1799  he  was  told  by  P.ev.  Duncan  McCoU,  a  well-known 
^lethodist  clergyman,  in  Connecticut,  and  an  associate  of  Rev.  Jesse  Lee,  the  founder  of  New  England 
Methotlism,  that  during  the  Revolution  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  by  the  British  "  field-officers  "  (Ilead- 
(luarters?)  anil  in  such  capacity  was  aboard  the  Vultttre  when  she  lay  in  the  Hudson  awaiting  the  return 
of  ,^ndr^,  "who  had  gone  ashore  to  ascertain  whether  Burgoyne  had  reached  .\lbany,  and  to  secure 
information  about  the  American  troops."  That  he  (being  then  recently  converted)  desired  to  prevent 
further  hostilities  and,  with  another  man  on  the  I'ulturr  (whose  name  he  di<*  not  give),  prayed  to  that 
efTt'cl—  and  that  the  two  believed  Andre's  capture  was  an  answer  to  their  prayers. 
The  story  comes  so  directly  that  it  may  receive  more  consideration  than  it  would  otherwise,  considering  the 
variance  in  time  between  Burgoyne's  campaign  (1777)  and  Arnold's  treason. 

'  .\  singular  circumstance  is  that  on  July  4,  1S07,  at  the  "Old  South  "  1  neatre,  Philadelphia,  a  play  concerning 
,\ndr<?  was  produced,  in  the  course  of  which  was  used  a  drop  scene  which  he  had  painted  for  the  theatre 
used  by  the  officers  of  Howe's  army  during  the  occupation  of  Philadelphia.  It  was  introduced  as  repre- 
senting the  scene  of  his  capture. 

•*  Williams'  account,  as  printed,  says  they  went  about  seventy  rods  into  the  thicket  —  an  almost   manifestly 
impossible  distance.     It  is  probably  a  typographical  error  for  seven,  or  twenty  —  most  likely  tlje  latter. 
Williams  says  Andre's  underclothing  was  oT  fine  quality  —  "thread."     His  faculty  for  noticing  details  would 
hnve  made  him  a  good  newspaper  reporter.  7  This  admission,  page  31. 
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captor.'  "  Yes,  any  quantity  of  drygoods,"*  was  the  replj%  Andre  finallj*  risini; 
to  ten  thonsand  gnineas  —  an  anionnt  which  snrpassed  the  bribe  paid  to  Arnold,' 
and  uuist  have  seemed  simply  fabulons  to  his  hearers/  *'  Where  did  yon  get 
these  papers?"  he  was  asked.  '*  Of  a  man  at  Pine's  Bridge,  a  stranger  tome/' 
was  the  reply  —  too  transparent  to  deceive  for  a  moment/  His  watch  —  the  gold 
one  —  was  now  taken  from  him,  and  the  eighty  dollars  Continental  bills  which 
Smith  had  given   him.'"    The  fence  was  replaced,  the  order  given   him   to  monnt 


7  ThiH  admission  cerlHinlv  temU  to  make  one  believe  Andre's  Hubsc(iueut  declaration  to  TallmadKe  that  they 
rippeil  open  his  suadle  for  money,  and  finding  none,  said  :  "  lU*  may  have  it  in  his  Ixjols."  and  so  those 
were  taken  off. 

The  truth  is,  to  the  imprudence  of  the  man  (Andr(5  himself)  and  not  to  the  jmtrioliam  of  anyone,  is  to  be 
iillrihuled  the  capture.  Had  money  been  at  command  after  the  imprudent  confession,  or  any  security 
jj;iven  thai  the  "patriots"  could  put  confidL-nce  in,  he  might  have  passed  on  to  Clinton. —  AY//I,'.  in  1H2.V 

Sar^;ent  prints  this  interesting  affidavit  ■ 

Crom  Pond,  July  9,  178"}. 
Miss  Hannah  Sniffen  says  that  *  *  '^-  and   Isaac  Van  Wart  did,  on  the  night  of  the   -?7th  ult.  take 
from  Mr.  James  Sniffen,  an  inhabitant  of  White  IMains,  without  civil  or  military  authority,  three  niilcU 
cows,  which  they  converted  to  their  own  private  use. 

Hannah  Snifi'kn, 

in  l>ebalf  of  her  father. 

Sargent  says  this  is  among  the  Rufus  Putnam  pa(.irs  in  Oliio. 

Sar^^ent  further  says  that  Williams  and  others,  twice  in  the  Sunnner  of  17S0,  made  seizures  <»f  people  and 
rattle,  but  the  civil  authorities  interfered  and  compelled  restitution  in  both  cases. 

The  disbelief  of  Tallmadge,  King,  and  others,  in  the  jairity  of  the  captors'  motives,  is  an  old  story,  and  need 
not  be  repealed  here.  I  am.  however,  enabled  to  give  a  valuable  statement  bearing  on  the  cliaracters  of 
Van  Wart  and  Williams,  which  has  never  before  been  printed,  and  which  proves  beyond  (jneslion  that  thev 
liad  been  marp  ulers  (as  Colonel  A.  G.  Hanmiond  wrote  to  Tallmadge).  My  informant  is  Rev.  Chester  C. 
Thorne,  of  Windham,  New  York,  grandson  of  Jesse  Thome,  whom  I  have  quoted  on  page  2.4. 

"  My  grandfather  came  to  visit  my  father  ot  the  time  we  were  living  near  West  Oneonla,  N.  V.,  and  I 
remember  his  calling  me  to  him,  saying,  'I  have  something  to  tell  thee'  —  and  he  told  me  this  story 
so  vividly  that  I  never  forgot  it:  In  speaking  of  the  captors,  he  said  repeatedly  (referring  to  Williams 
and  Van  Wart)  'They  were  Cowboys.'  (While  my  greal-gjrandfather,  Stevenstm  Thorne,  suffered  terribly 
at  the  hands  of  the  'Cowboys'  he  never  complained  particularly  of  the  'Skinners.'  He  was  repeatedly 
])lundered  by  the  former  —  of  live  stock  and  household  goods.)  It  become  known  that  he  liad  nmney 
secreted,  and  (me  day  (the  exact  date  cannot  be  positively  given,  but  was  probably  in  1777  or  '7S1  a.i 
armed  gang  came  to  his  house,  and  demanded  it.  I'ailing  to  force  him  to  surrender  it  or  revejil  its 
hiding  place,  they  endeavored  to  break  open  a  wardrobe  where  it  was  really  hidden,  but  failed.  They 
then  ])roceeded  to  hang  him  to  one  of  the  trees  in  his  orchard,  and  strung  him  up  twice,  each  time  letting 
him  down  just  in  time  to  save  his  life,  and  then  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  gold. 

.A  third  time  they  drew  him  up  to  the  limb,  and  on  letting  him  down  life  was  almost  extinct.  Convinced  that 
death  would  be  his  portion  if  he  persisted  in  further  resistance,  the  unfortunate  man,  after  being  revived, 
.surrendered  the  hidden  trei.sure,  which  amounted  to  |i,3oo  in  gold.  One  of  the  gang  engaged  in  the 
robbery  vas  Isaac  Van  Wart  and  David  Williams  was  not  far  off.  (So  naively  adds  Jesse  Thorne.  in  the 
written  narrative.)  This  incident  in  his  life  is  known  to  all  of  Stevenson  Thome's  posterity,  and 
being  given  in  such  detail  by  his  son,  an  eye-witness  to  the  cruel  treatment  of  his  father,  the  s/afus  of  \'an 
Wart  and  Williams  not  long  before  1780  may  be  regarde<l  as  definitely  settled,  as  that  of  Cowboys. 

'  Though  neither  knew  it,  captive  and  captor  had  met  before,  for  when  Andr6  was  captured  at  St.  John's,  in 
1775,  Williams  was  a  .Holdier  of  Montgomery's  command. 

'■i  "  Any  amount  you  may  name,  in  cash  or  drygoods." — Dr.  Eustis  to  Dr.  Thacher,  on  Van  Wart's  testimony, 

y  As  Grant  Thorburn  remarked  in  1840  (when  Williams,  the  last  survivor,  had  been  dead  only  ten  years)  this 
sum  would  have  made  the  three  so  rich  that  they  could  have  owned  more  live  stock  than  Job  in  the  height 
of  his  prosperity.  The  very  magnitude  of  the  sum  may  have  over-reached  its  ol)ject.  It  is  highly  probable 
no  one  of  the  three  had  ever  possessed  a  hundred  guineas  at  any  one  time. 

He  offered  also  to  let  them  keep  him  concealed  while  their  measenger  should  go  to  the  Briti  sh  lines  with  the 
letter  he  would  write.  They  held  a  long  consultation  (as  he  told  Tallmadge  subsequently)  but  finally 
decided  the  risk  was  too  great,  "  a  detachment  would  probably  be  sent  out  against  them,  they  be  captured 
and  imprisoned  in  the  Sugar  House"  (probably  that  in  Liberty  Street,  near  Nassau).  The  fear  was 
realized  in  part,  in  Paukling's  case,  soon  afterwards.  He  was  wounded,  a  third  time  captured  and  was  in 
a  British  hospital  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

^  "We  refused  to  accept  hit  bribes,  unleu  he  would  say  from  whom  he  got  the  papers.  He  refused  to  say." — 
U'il/iams,  tri  1817.  ••  The  law  allowed,  page  32. 
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and  Ro  ill  advance'  The  other  five  now  joined  them  — perhaps  summoned  by 
tlie  a^reed-on  musket  shot.  Paulding  said:  "We  have  taken  a  prisoner,' 
searched  liim,  and  found   papers   in   his   boots,  and  don't   know  what   to  do   with 

lij,,,; Take  him  to   General  Washington,"   advised  Yerks;'     Possibly  as   a 

(.■oniproniise,  it  was  agreed  that  he  be  taken  to  tlic  nearest  outpost,  which  was  one 
of  Sheldon's  Dragoons.  The  whole  party  accordingly  started,  l)ut  not  before 
Audr6  had  vainly  repeated  his  offer  of  ten  thousand  guineas.  At  this  point  he 
surrendered  his  silver  watch,  saying  "  it  was  their  prize,'"  and  the  party  began 
their  march  for  the  Ronier  house,  which  they  had  left  that  morniiig. 

«  The  low  ullowcd  ciipti.rs  in  sucli  cases,  nil  the  prisoner's  property  fouiul  on  him.  II  was  restoreil  to  him  at 
rai)pan  by  WaBliinKton's  unlir.  The  sixpence  he  had  (,'ivcn  to  ,SaUy  Haminonil  seems  to  have  heeii  the 
only  sinaM  change  lie  hail  with  him.  .\t  lappaii  he  tipUl  liowman  that  they  rohlied  liim  of  the  few  Ktiiiieas 
he  had.     Of  course  he  diil  nut  know  that  the  law  permitted  it. 

1  Yerks  savs  Panlilin^  led  the  horse  up  the  hill. 

•J  The  Ilew's  was  .soon  spread,  lor  Ihal  afternoon  "a  runner  passerl  our  house,  stopping  a  nunuenl  to  say  to  my 
father,  'They  have  taken  a  spy  at  Tarrylown.'  "—. /cvvc  'l'lwrni\  see  p.  24. 

a  Yerks  must  have  thought  the  Chief  was  at  .Arnolds  cpiarters,  instead  of  at  Hartford. 

<  Williams,  (.\hraham  Williams,  See  and  Uomer  appear  to  have  been  minor  figures.)  Yerks  says  I'aulcliug 
(lemaniled  il. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Tariytown   to  the   Robinson   House — Detection. 

Now  a'  is  done  that  men  can  do, 
And  a'  is  done  in  vain. 

Burns.  —  //  was  a'  for  our  rii^lilfu'  king. 

THE  distance  to  Roiiicr's  was  fully  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two 
miles.    During  the  march,  Sergeant  Dean  was  in  command, 
V  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  when  Williams  annoyed  the 

/  prisoner  by  persistent  questioning,  he  appealed  to  the  Sergeant 
for  protection,  and  the  latter  ordered  his  tormentor  to  desist. 
Van  Wart  has  left  this  graphic  picture  of  the  march :  "  You 
never  saw  siich  an  alteration  in  any  man's  face.  Only  a  few 
moments  before  lie  was  uncommonly  gay  in  his  looks,  but  after  we  had  made 
him  prisoner,  you  could  read  in  his  face  that  he  thought  it  was  all  over  with 
him.  After  travelling  one  or  two  miles,  he  said  :  '  I  would  to  God  you  had  blown 
my  brains  out  when  you  stopped  me.'  " 

Paulding  preceded  the  others  to  the  Romer  house,'  and  cautioned  Mrs. 
Romer,  saying :  "  Take  care  what  you  say.  Aunt  Fanny ;  I  believe  we  have  a 
British  officer  with  us."  On  arrival  it  was  found  the  basket  containing  dinner 
had  been  forgotten  in  the  excitement  of  the  morning,  and  John  Romer,  James' 
younger  brother,  a  boy  of  sixteen  who  was  destined  to  live  to  be  ninety-one,  was 
sent  back  to  the  tulip-tree  for  it.  It  is  not  clear  whether  the  party  waited  at 
Romer's  for  his  return,-'  or  went  at  once  to  Reed's,''  where  they  had  borrowed 
the  cards  that  morning.  This  —  now  known  as  the  Landrine  house  —  still  stands 
on  the  north  side  of  the  old  White  Plains  road,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from 
the  New  York  Central's  Tarry  town  station,  and  half  a  mile  from  the  East  View 
or  Tarrytown  stations  on  the  New  York  and  Putnam  road.  The  small  addition 
to  it,  shown  in  the  illustration,  is  modern.  Andre  was  taken  into  the  right-hand 
room.  Here,  at  the  right  of  the  fireplace,  is  a  box  stairway,^  and  on  its  first  step 
he  sat  while  eating  bread  and  milk.     The  stairs  remain  unchanged,  but  the  door 

1  The  party  probably  also  visited  the  Dean  house,  though  this  is  not  certain. 

'■I  Yerks  says  all  had  sonic  food  while  there,  but  Andr^  refused  to  eat.     It  may  be  that  this  house  was  the  scene 
of  the  dinner  referred  to  by  Irving.     See  page  34. 

^  Marked  13  on  the  map. 

*A  stairway  closed  in  and  hidden  by  a  partition,  but  withimt   balusters  — usually   without   handrails.     It   is 

common  in  old  houses.     At  this  house  one  authority —  J.  S.  Lee,  of  lleekmuntown  — says  the  party  dined 

ou  eggs  and  bacon. 
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seems  nioderii.  When  young  Romer  came  back  with  the  basket,  the  time  must 
have  been  past  noon,  and  its  contents  were  probably  eaten  before  the  journey  was 
lesumed.  Sheldon's  nearest  post  was,  as  Foote  had  said,  at  Robbins'  Mills,  the 
present  Kensico.  I  quote  from  Judge  Dykman,  illustrating  the  minutely  careful 
record  lie  has  made  of  the  route,  enabling  the  tourist  to  easily  identify  sites : 

They  passed  along  the  road 
East,  turned  to  the  north  on  the 
hill  west  of  the  county  almshouse, 
up  that  road,  under  Buttermilk 
Hill,  across  the  Sawmill  river  at 
the  bridge  just  below  the  mill. 
Passing  up  the  road  near  Raven 
Rock,  they  went  tn  the  corner  at 
the  late  residence  ol  Carlton  Clark. 
Turning  to  the  right  they  ascended 
the  hill  to  the  Upper  Cros;-;  Roads, 
down  another  liill,  past  Ebenezer 
Newman's,  across  the  hollow  now 
traversed  by  the  Harlem  Rail- 
road, and  up  Reynolds  Hill  on 
the  White  Plains  road  to  the  old 
I''oshay  house. 

This  building'  was  unfor- 
tunately destroyed  before  I  could 
visit  and  photograph  it.  Here 
they  stopped  awhile,  and  drank 
water  or  milk.  Their  objective 
point  was  John  Robbins'  house, 
where  the  officer  in  command 
of  Sheldon's  detachment  was 
supposed  to  be.  It  is  a  small 
frame  building,  on  laud  recently 
— 1896 — acquired  by  New  York 
City  as  part  of  the  Kensico  reser- 
voir watershed,  and  is  soon  to  be  removed  or  destroyed  on  that  account.  Of  all  I 
visited,  it  is  about  the  only  one  in  bad  condition.  Its  siding,  though  probably  not 
the  original,  is  nearly  black  from  age  and  exposure,  and  the  front  porch,  where 
Andre  probably  entered,  has  disappeared,  though  the  old  Dutch  half-door  remains." 
It  was,  probably,  at  this  house  that  occurred  the  episode  told  only  by 
Irving.''     The  party  arrived  as  the  family  were  at  dinner.     Andr^  was  asked  to 

'  Site  marked  14  011  the  map. 

'^  Tills  sitU'  llie  building  was  in  bucli  had  ci-iiiditinn  tliat  Mr.  Hennett  pn  .erred  tu  photograph  the  other,  where 

the  ol)liging  housewife  went  to  the  trouble  of  taking  down  her  Monday  wasli  to  allow  the  camera  a  clear 

field.     It  is  umrked  15  on  the  map. 
3  l.iji  of  W'aihingtott,  Vol.  iv.,  p.  134. 
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share  the  repast,  and  its  hunble  nature  apologized  for.  He  replied :  "  Oh, 
madam,  it  is  all  very  good,  but  indeed  I  cannot  eat."  A  young  girl  of  the 
company  was  Irving's  informant  in  her  old  age,  and  said  she  could  never  restrain 
her  tears  when  recalling  the  scene.  The  house  had  been  the  quarters  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Jameson,'  of  Sheldon's  regiment.-'  As  the  Colonel 
himself  was  under  arrest'  at  the  time,  for  some  unknown  military  offense, 
Jameson  was  in  temporarj'  command,  and  possibly  for  that  reason  had  transferred 
his  headquarters  to  Sands'  Mills,  in  the  town  of  North  Castle.  Hence  the  squad 
resumed  their  march,  over  the  North  Castle  road.'  One-half  the  distance  from 
Tarrytown  had  been  covered,  and  six  miles  remained.  It  could  not  have  been 
earlier  than  three  o'clock,  and  was  probably  somewhat  later.  Andre  was  still 
riding  his  brown  horse,  which  one  captor  after  another  led  by  the  rein,  the  others 
marching  on  either  side  and  behind.  Sands'  Mills  would  be  reached  by  five  or 
half-past.^'  The  "  Mills  "  is  merely  a  sawmill  and  two  or  three  houses  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  small  town  of  Armonk,  fornierlj'  called  Mile  Square.  None 
of  the  present  dwellings  are  of  Revolutionary  age,  the  Sands  house  being  dated 
1809.  Probably  Sands'  original  dwelling  and  that  we  are  interested  in,  the 
outbuilding  or  annex  to  the  barn,"  were  the  only  ones  there  in  1780,  besides  the 
mill.  The  second  and  third  are  not  a  hundred  feet  apart.  The  mill  was  closed 
on  the  day  of  our  visit,  but  is  modern,  at  least  outside.  It  is  run  by  the  power 
of  Wampus  Pond,  a  pretty  little  lake  on  the  higher  ground  westward.  To  the 
north  and  west  are  the  "  Heights  of  North  Castle,"  where  Washington's  forces 
encamped  after  the  battle  of  White  Plains  (1776). 

The  farm's  outbuilding,"  like  most  others  of  its  time,  has  lost  its  appear- 
ance of  age  with  its  ancient  shingle  siding.     Smooth  modern  boards  effectually 


1  John  Jameson,  of  a  distingxiished  Virginia  family,  was  born  in  either  Culpeper  or  I'airfax,  Va.,  in  1751.  At  the 

time  we  are  considering  he  had  been  for  three  years  an  officer  of  Sheldon's  regiment,  lo  which  he  had 
been  promoted  from  Major  of  Bland's  First  Draj^oons,  a  Virginia  rt-giment,  as  Sheldon's  was  of  Con- 
necticut. He  had  been  wounded  near  Valley  I'orge  in  177S,  and  served  creditably  thronghont  the 
Revolution.  He  was  for  many  years  Clerk  of  Culpeper  County,  dying  in  Culpejjer,  November  20,  r8in. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  same  Masonic  Lodge  in  .Mexandria  as  Washington.  The  portrait  shown 
has  never  before  been  pul>1ishe<1.  I  am  indebted  for  it  to  his  granrlson,  Mr.  Philip  R.  Jameson,  of 
Culpeper. 

2  Sheldon's  was  a  "crack"  regiment,  the  arms  and  accoutrements  of  which  had  been  bought  in  I'rance.    That 

part  of  it  on  duty  in  Arnold's  district  comprised  only  142  men,  "alxiui  one-half  nioiinled"  (see  page  16). 
The  paper  with  this  detailed  information  was  at  that  moment  in  pos.sessi'in  of  Paulding  (or  Dean). 

■'^Sheldon  was  tried  by  court  martial  at  West  Point,  October  23,  1780,  Colonel  Hazen,  of  the  "  Congress, "  or 
Second  Canadian  Regiment,  being  president,  and  acquitted. 

*  Williams'  account  says  ;  "  We  kept  to  the  by-ways,  and  went  as  quickly  and  silently  as  we  could.  He  suffered 
much  in  mind,  as  was  apparent  from  his  great  dejection,  but  he  acted  like  a  gentleman,  candidly  and 
politely,  and  never  once  attempted  to  escape." 

"  History  has  generally  state<l  that  only  the  three  captors  went  to  .Sands'  Mills.  Ihit  in  1.S32  Samuel  Youngs, 
who  had  been  a  private  in  the  First  Westchester  when  commanded  by  Colonel  Hammond,  and  Iwcame 
a  lieutenant  in  Sheldon's  in  1782,  endorsed  the  pension  ai)plication  of  Knsign  John  Dean's  widow,  to  this 
eiTect :  In  1780  he  himself  was  employed  as  a  guide  for  Sheldon's  regiment,  and  as  such  was  at  Mile 
Square  on  the  twenty-third  of  September,  and  there  witnes.sed  the  arrival  of  the  eight,  whom  he  mentions 
by  name.  When  Dean  was  asked  by  Jameson  for  their  names,  he  gave  only  those  of  P.-iulding,  Williams 
and  Van  Wart. 

"The  1 780  barn  has  given  place  to  another. 

'  Marked  16  on  the  map. 
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(lis^'itise  tlic  oldest  structure,  makinp  it  resemble  a  "  modern  ai.tiqne."  The 
frame,  and  probabh'  most  of  tlie  floor,  is  as  when  Jameson  there  received  the 
prisoner  whose  real  importance  he  so  misunderstood.  As  the  owner  was  absent, 
with  the  key,  we  were  unable  to  make  a  photograph  of  the  interior,  which  is  now 
a  carjjentry  workshop.  As  this  buildinjr,  like  Robbins'  house,  is  on  "  reservoir 
land  "  it  must  soon  be  removed  or  destroyed,  and  by  the  time  these  lines  reach 
the  reader  both  will  probably  be  things  of  the  past.  My  visit  to  the  scenes  just 
described  was  during  the  same  week  in  September  as  that  in  which  Andre  was 
there  in  17S0.  I  pas.sed  over  almost  every  foot  of  the  road  he  traversed,  and 
realized  that  the  landscape  could  not  differ  greatly  from  that  which  he  saw. 
The  fence-corners  were  abla/c  with  purple  asters,  golden  rod,  tansy,  and  Virginia 
creeper;  cardinal  flowers  were  blooming  here  and  there,  and  the  occasional  call 
of  "  Bob  White "  from  an  unseen  bevy  of  quail,  or  the  caw  of  a  crow  as  he 
winged  his  way  across  the  valley  of  the  Bronx  —  here  a  little  brook  —  were 
almost  the  onl}'  sounds  which  broke  the  rural  quiet.  Just  such  Andre  must 
have  seen  and  heard,  as  he  rode  at  the  slow  pace  of  his  guard  those  six  miles 
from  Robbins'  Mills'  to  Mile  Square. 

Jameson  at  length  found,  and  "  Anderson  "  turned  over  to  him,  all  but 
Paulding,  Van  Wart  and  Williams  returned  to  their  several  homes.  If  their 
names  were  asked,  neither  Jameson  nor  anyone  else  mentioned  them.  Jameson's 
decision  to  send  "  Anderson"  at  once  to  Arnold  with  a  letter"  is  familiar  history," 
and  has  been  severely  criticised.  But  of  the  honesty  of  his  purpose  —  and 
possibly  also  of  the  military  propriety  of  his  action  —  there  has  never  been  any 
question.  In  a  subsequent  letter^  to  Washington,  he  acknowledged  his  unfor- 
tunate mistake.  Now  once  again  Andre's  star  seemed  emerging  from  the  clouds 
of  danger  surrounding  him.  Could  he  but  reach  Arnold  once  more,  he  was 
.safe  —  and  he  must  have  been  eager  to  start.  The  guard  sent  with  him  oddly 
enough  did  not  include  any  of  his  captors.  It  was  composed  of  four  Connecticut 
militia,  undoubtedly  of  one  of  the  three  regiments  of  such,  on  the  North  Castle 
lines,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jonathan  Wells,  Nineteenth  Connecticut. 
The  squad  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Solomon  Allen  of  Northampton,  Mass., 
of  Colonel  Seth  Murray's  three  months'  regiment  of  Hampshire  County  militia.* 
(He  was  Adjutant  at  this  time.) 

'  Van  Wart  afterwards  referred  to  his  distress  of  mind,  as  shown  by  the  j;real  drops  of  sweat  which  kept  falling 

from  his  forehead. 
-  Whether  or  no  Andre-  asked  him  to  do  this  is  a  disputed  point  (I.ossing  says  he  did).     The  letter  is  as  follows  : 

North  Castle,  23  Scptr. 
Sir,— I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Allen,  with  a  certain  John  ,\uderson,  taken  K"^"?^  i"to  New  York.     He 

hatl  a  passport  signed  in  your  name.     He  had  a  parcel  of  papers  taken  from  under  his  stockings,  which  I 

think  of  a  very  dangerous  tendency.     The  papers  I  have  sent  to  General  Washington.     They  contained 

(see  description,  pages  16-1S). 
^  Van  Wart  afterwards  testified  that  Jameson  cautioned  the  captors  to  keep  the  matter  secret,  as  there  were 

jirohahly  otheis  concerned  in  the  plot,  who  must  not  be  frightened  off  before  they  could  be  seized.     I 

doubt  this.     An  ofTicer  of  his  rank  would  not  have  been  likely  to  thus  take  an  unknown  militiaman  into 

his  confidence. 
*  See  Chapter  IV.  6  Solomon  Allen  was  born,  page  37. 
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These  events  took  place  on  Saturd.iy,  the  twenty-third,  probably  at  about 
six  in  the  evening.  Andre,  who  had  now  been  in  tlic  saddle  almost  continuously 
since  five  in  the  nioruinp,  was  at  once  hurried  off  for  Arnold's  headquarters,' 
to  his  own  secret  satisfaction.  Nothing  but  the  arrival  a  little  later  of  one  whose 
reminiscences  of  the  period  are  among  the  most  readable  of  such,  prevented  him 
from  safely  arriving  there. 

This  person  was  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  of  Wcthersficld,  Connecticut,  an 
active  and  intelligent  young  officer,  the  Major  of  Sheldon's  regiment.  Being  on 
duty  below  White  Plains,  he  did  not  return  to  headquarters  until  some  time  after 
the  Allen  party  had  left. 

His  suspicions  of  Arnold,  remonstrances  against  Jameson's  action,  and  the 
consequent  sending  of  a  messenger  to  overtake  Allen,"  are  all  familiar  incidents 
of  history,  as  is  also  Jameson's  obstinate  determination  that  the  letter  to  Arnold 
should  be  forwarded  notwithstanding. 

Andre  was  now  well  on  his  way  towards  Arnold  —  and  freedom.  The 
recalling  order  came  almost  too  late.  Not  until  Allen  and  his  squad  were  upon 
the  hill  north  of  Peekskill,  close  to  the  ancient  St.  Peter's  Church,  were  they 
overtaken  by  the  messenger,''  "  bloody  with  spurring,  fiery-red  with  haste. "^ 

Once  more  the  unfortunate  prisoner  was  turned  back"  to  danger,  when 
little  more  than  an  hour  would  have  saved  him.  It  was  his  last  chance,  and  he 
was  now  to  progress  steadily  towards  the  inevitable  end.  The  return  to  Sands' 
Mills   was   about   eight  or    nine    o'clock    Sunday   morning,"   the   twenty-fourth. 

''  Solomon  Allen  was  born  in  Northampton,  Mass.,  I'ehmary  23,  1751,  and  died  in  New  York  Jatiuary  2H,  1K21. 
He  had  three  brothers  in  the  army,  one  the  Rev.  Thomas  Allen,  first  pastor  of  the  Conj^reKalional  Chiiri-h 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  who  was  present  at  the  battles  of  Ilenninj^ton  and  Saratoga.  Soloni()n  served  several 
short  enlistments,  and,  after  the  close  of  the  war  served  also  in  suppressing  Sliays'  rebellion.  Afterwanls 
he  studied  theoloey,  was  ordained,  and  became  distinguished  as  a  Methodist  pastor,  chiefly  in  Western 
New  York.  I'inally  settling  in  New  York  City,  he  died  there  in  182 1.  See  Alleti-H'iller  GeiiiDlogy,  and 
J.  N.  Danforth's  Sketch  of  Last  Days  of  Solomon  Allen. 
I'or  his  portrait  and  autograph  I  am  indebted  to  his  great  grandson,  Mr.  Theodore  L.  Allen,  of  I'itlsfield. 

'  I'rom  the  quick  time  made,  all  the  party  must  have  been  mounted.  The  Allen-Witter  Genealogy  .says 
Andrd's  arms  were  bound  behind  him  by  a  strap,  a  soldier  holding  the  end,  and  orders  given  Uie  stjuad  to 
shoot  him  if  he  attempted  to  escape.  I^ieutenant  Allen  rode  in  the  rear.  The  compiler  of  the  genealogy 
does  not  give  his  authority  for  any  stalemetits,  antl  the  papers  of  Rev.  Solomon  Allen,  though  sui)posed  to 
tie  somewhere  in  New  York  City  (if  anywhere)  have  never  been  discovered  by  his  descendants. 

-  The  order  recalling  Allen  reads  : 

*'From  some  circumstances  which  I  have  just  discovered,  I  have  reason  to  fear  that  a  party  of  the 
enemy  is  above  ;  and  as  I  would  not  have  Anderson  re-taken  or  get  aw.iy,  I  desire  that  you  will  proceed  to 
Lower  Salem  with  him,  and  deliver  him  to  Captain  Iloogland.  Yon  will  leave  the  guard  with  Captain 
Hoogland  also,  except  one  man  whom  you  may  take  along.  You  may  proceed  to  We.st  Point  to  deliver 
the  letter  to  General  Arnold.  You  may  also  show  him  this,  that  he  may  know  the  reason  why  the  prisoner 
is  not  sent  on." 

■''  Allen's  route  was  to  New  Castle  Corners — ^really  the  North  Castle  of  the  Revolution  —  thence  over  Crow  Hill 
to  Pine's  Bridge.  Thence  by  the  .same  road  Andrtf  had  travelled  in  the  morning  —  past  Strang's  tavern 
and  Miller's  house  to  the  present  Locust  Avenue,  thence  to  Cortlandville,  near  the  Ilollman  house,  and 
towards  Continental  Village. 

*  The  ylllen  Genealogy,  which  is  somewhat  diffuse  on  this  jjoint,  and  in  other  particulars  is  ;it  variance  with 
general  history,  says  the  escort  were  almost  mutinous  at  the  recall,  and  that  Andrd  encouraged  them,  so 
that  it  requireil  all  Allen's  authority  to  compel  them  to  return. 

r*  Why  did  Allen  return  to  Sands'  Mills,  instead  of  going  to  Lower  (now  South)  Salem,  as  ordered  ?  This  has 
never  been  explained.  n  Authorities  differ,  page  38. 


3« 


Aiulr6  was  once  more  put  in  the  barn's  "annex/'  and  met  Tallmadge  for  the  first 
lime.  From  liis  military  walk  and  manner,  the  latter  felt  sure  he  was  a  soldier, 
and  prevailed  on  Jameson  to  order  him  sent  to  Sheldon^s'  headcpiartcrs  at  South 
Salem,     Aceordin^ly,  an   escort  of  twenty  dragoons,   under  Tallmadge,  was  told 


^  AiithoritifH  differ,  Home  imtliiiK  it  nn  t-nrly  iMoiidny  iitorniiii?.  hut  TftllnuulKf  nays  Sundny.  Jle  ohmild  he  kckmI 
aiitlKirity.  Alli-n  returning,  diil  not  reiicli  Anuild  until  inrly  Tuewlay,  Uie  twenly-fifUi.  TnlliniuiKe, 
writinu  til  SjHirkH  in  iHv4.  nHcriln-.s  this  tii  the  distance  travelleil  — hack  to  South  Salem  and  thence  to 
tile  KfitiiiiHon  House. 

'  The  fact  that  Arnold  liad  notifuil  \»>[\\  Tnltnuidj^'e  and  Shtldon.  Septetnher  i,^th,  that  if  n  man  named 
AnderHon  Hhoiild  come  withii'  the  lines  he  was  to  he  sent  to  hend(|imrterfi,  now  iiaturaMy  tended  to 
ntrenKthen  TiillmadKe'B  auspicioi'.s  of  the  Department  Commander. 


ArnoUl  wrote  ;  Robinson  House, 

7  SeptemlKT, 


Since  I  saw  you,  I  have  lind  an  opportunity  of  transmitting  a  letter  to  the  person  in  New  York  of 
wlioni  I  made  mcnti<in,  and  am  in  expectation  of  procurinj^  a  meeting  at  your  quarters.  If  I  can  Ijrin)/ 
tiiis  matter  aiwut,  m  I  hope,  I  shall  open  a  channel  of  intolliKence  that  will  he  reKttlar  and  to  he  depended 


upon. 

Andr^  Imd  also  written  to  Hlieldon  pro|>osinK  a  meeting  at  Dohhs'  Terry  : 

New  York,  the  7tli  Sept. 
Sir,— I  am  tolil  that  my  name  is  made  known  to  yon,  and  that  I  may  hope  your  imlulgence  in 
permitting  me  to  meet  a  friend  near  your  outposts.  I  will  entleavor  to  obtain  pernnssion  to  go  out  with  a 
(lag,  wliicli  will  he  sent  to  Dobhs'  Ferry  on  Momhiy  next,  the  nth  i'tstant,  when  I  shall  he  hapjiy  to  meet 
Mr.  (i.  Should  I  not  be  allowed  to  go,  the  (ifTicer  who  is  to  connnand  the  escort  —  lietween  whom  and 
myself  no  distinction  need  he  nmde  —  can  spcik  in  the  affair.  r,et  me  entreat  you.  Sir,  to  favor  a  matter 
so  interesting  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  which  i.s  of  so  ]>rivale  a  nature  that  the  public  on  neither  side 
c.iu  he  injured  by  it.  I  shall  be  hajipy  on  my  i>art  in  doing  any  act  of  kindne.Hs  to  you  in  a  family  or 
property  concern  of  a  familiar  nature.  I  trust  I  shall  not  lie  detained,  but  should  any  old  grudge  he  a 
cause  for  it,  I  shall  rather  risk  that  than  neglect  the  business  in  question  or  assume  a  mysterious  character 
to  carry  on  an  innocent  affair,  and,  as  friemfs  have  advised,  get  to  your  lines  by  stealth. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  all  regard,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Andkrson. 
The  meeting  he  thus  proposed  was  that  which  Ariinid  failed  to  attend,  as  previously  noticed  (see  Chap.  I.). 
It  was  this  letter  which  Lossing  observes  i)uz/.led  Sheldon,  and  which  he  referred  to  Arnold  on  the  9th. 
M  was  found  anumg  Arnohl's  papers.  In  Arnolil's  private  memorandum  book,  was  afterwards  found  by 
Yarick,  his  aid,  entries  showing  that  he  had  written  to  "  Anders(»n."  June  7.  July  i;^  and  17,  August  —  and 
.VJ  (the  Heron  letter,  which  Andrd  never  received),  Sept.  t,,  15  and  iS  (a  duplicate). 

Sheldon  replied  to  Arnold  : 

Lower  ,Salcm,  9  September. 
Dear  Sir, — Unclosed  I  send  you  a  letter  which  I  received  last  evening  from  New  York,  signed  John 
Anderson.  If  this  is  the  person  you  mentioned  in  your  favor  of  yesterday,  he  nmst  have  had  his 
information  by  your  letter,  as  I  never  heard  his  name  mentioned  before  I  received  this  letter.  I  hoi>e  you 
will  not  fail  meeting  him  at  Dolihs'  I-'erry  ;  if  you  cannot  meet  him  yourself,  pray  semi  some  person  that 
you  can  confide  in.     I  am  so  much  out  of  heaith  Hint  I  shall  not  be  able  to  ride  that  distance  in  one  day. 

Arnold  replied : 

10th  September. 

I  received  last  ntght  your  favor  of  yesterday.  Yon  judge  rij^ht.  I  wrote  Mr.  Amlerson  on  the 
3rd  inst.  requesting  him  to  meet  me  at  your  (quarters,  and  informed  him  I  had  hinted  the  matter  to  you, 
and  that  you  would  send  any  letter  to  me,  or  inform  me  of  his  arrival.  I  did  not  mention  his  name  in  my 
letter  to  you,  as  1  thought  it  unnecessary.  I  was  obliged  to  write  with  great  caution  to  him,  my  letter  was 
signed  (^uslavns  to  prevent  any  discovery  in  case  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I''rom  the  tenor  of  Mr.  Anderson's  letter  (in  particular  that  part  where  he  says,  "The  officer  who 
connuands,"  etc.,  I  am  led  to  conjecture  my  letter  has  been  intercepted.  There  are  .*icveral  things  in  the 
letter  which  appear  mysterious.  As  you  are  unwell  and  I  want  to  go  to  Verplnnck's  Point  to  give 
directions  in  some  matters  there,  I  am  determined  to  go  as  far  as  Dohbs'  I'erry  and  meet  the  flag.  If 
Mr.  Anderson  should  not  l)e  permitted  to  come  out  with  the  flag,  and  should  find  means  to  come  to  your 
cjuarters,  I  wish  you  to  send  an  express  to  let  me  know  ;  and  .send  two  or  three  horsemen  to  conduct  him 
in  the  way  to  meet  me,  as  it  is  diflicult  for  me  to  ride  so  far. 

(Oii_ account  of  his  WDUiuled  leg,) 

If  your  health  will  permit,  I  wish  you  to  come  with  him.  I  am  convinced  of  his  inclination  to 
serve  me  public  ;  and  if  he  has  received  my  letter  and  in  consequence  thereof  should  come  to  your 
quarters.  I  make  no  doubt  to  fix  on  a  mode  of  Intelligence  that  will  answer  my  wishes. 

If  General  Parsons  has  arrived  I  wish  you  to  sliow  hitii  my  letter,  and  tell  him  my  request  is  to  have 
Mr.  .\iider.sou  escorted  to  meet  me.  Please  write  me,  by  rulurn  of  the  express,  through  what  channel,  you 
received  Mr.  Anderson's  letter,  and  if  your  emissary  has  returned. 


*'^  *»»■•« 


TllK  (iII.HKKT  Hofsi:,   SoVTII   Sai.h.m. 
(I'roiii  the  orij^iiial  skftcii  by  Dr.  Ak-xaiidcr  Anderson,  owned  \>y  Dr.  Tlionms  Aildis  ICtntnil,  N.  Y. ) 


'There  wiis  ii  spneions  yard  before  the  duor,  which  he  desired  lie  iniKbt  l>e  ])ernMttcd  to  walk  in,"— A7«i^. 


4 
i 


^^^^:-^^4^.^^p^ 


FROM  ORIGINAL  PAINTING  fiV  fiTUAfIT,  OWNFD  BV  MR.  J.  HOWARD  KING,  RIDOEFIELD.  CONN. 


39 

off  to  take  him  there.  For  a  part  of  the  way  they  were  accompanied  by  Paulding, 
Williams  and  Van  Wart,'  who  seem  to  have  been  hanging  around  headquarters. 
The  route  was  by  Coman's  Hill,  Bedford  Village  and  Cross  River,  to  Lower 
Salem,  arriving  at  the  house  of  'Squire  John  Gilbert  at  about  eight  in  the 
morning.  The  house  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  leading  north  from  Lower 
Salem,  between  the  present  dwellings  of  Mrs.  Abby  Hoyt  and  John  I.  Bouton. 
It  no  longer  exists  —  the  illustration  being  taken  from  a  water-color  sketch"  in 
the  collection  of  Dr.  Thomas  Addis  Emmet. 

The  account  of  Andre's  arrival,  given  by  Lieutenant  (afterwards  General) 
Joshua  King,  of  Sheldon's,  is  so  graphic  that  I  insert  it  in  full : 

He  looked  sonicwliat  like  ii  reduced  gentleniau.  His  snip.llclothes  were  nankeen, 
with  handsome  white-top  riding  boot.s  — in  fact  his  undress  military  clothes.  His  coat 
[wa.s]  purple,  with  gold  lace,  worn  somewhat  threadbare,  with  a  .sniall-brinuned  tarnished 
lieaver  on  his  head.  He  wore  his  hair  in  a  queue,  with  long  black  beard,''  and  his  clothes 
.somewhat  dirty.  In  this  garb  I  took  charge  of  him.  After  breakfast  my  barlx;r  came  in 
to  dress*  nie,  after  which  I  requested  him  to  go  through  the  same  operation,  which  he  did. 
When  the  ribbon  was  taken  from  his  hair,  I  observed  it  full  of  powder  ;  this  circumstance, 
with  others  that  occurred,  induced  me  to  believe  that  I  had  no  ordinary  person  in  charge. 
He  requested  permission  to  take  the  bed  while  his  shirt  and  smallclothes  might  be 
washed.  I  told  him  that  was  needle.ss,  for  a  shirt  was  at  his  service,  which  he  accepted. 
We  were  close  pent-up  in  a  bedroom,  with  a  vidette  at  the  door  and  window.  There  was 
a  spacious  yard  before  the  door,  which  he  desired  he  might  be  permitted  to  walk  in  with 
me.  I  accordingly  dispo.sed  of  my  guard  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  an  escape. 
While  walking  together,  he  observed  he  nnist  make  a  confidant  of  somebody,  and  he 
knew  not  a  more  proper  person  thati  myself,  as  I  had  appeared  to  befriend  a  stranger  in 
distress.  After  .settling  the  point  between  us,  he  told  me  who  he  was,  and  gave  me  a 
short  account  of  himself  from  the  time  he  was  taken  at  St.  Johns  in  1775. 

(This  looks  like  an  attempt  on  Arnold's  part  to  discover  whether  Sheldon  had  a  spy  in  New  York.  His 
endeavor  to  find  out  the  same  thing  about  Lafayette  is  historic.) 

About  August  27  William  Heron,  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature  from  Redding,  and  well-known  to 
the  officers  of  tlie  Connecticut  Line,  requested  General  Parsons  to  assist  him  in  procuring  a  flag  of  truce 
for  the  purpose  of  going  to  New  York,  that  he  might  collect  money  due  him  there.  Parsons  accordingly 
gave  him  a  note  to  Arnold,  who,  instead  of  granting  the  flag  inunediately  detained  Heron  until  the  30th, 
anil  then  brought  from  his  private  room  a  letter  which  he  said  was  from  a  friend  of  his  own,  that  he  had 
examined  it,  and  at  the  same  time  pointing  out  to  Heron  that  it  had  been  sealed  with  a  wafer  which  he  had 
broken  and  afterwards  sealed  with  wax,  desired  him  to  be  careful  to  deliver  it  with  his  own  hand 
if  he  went  to  New  York. 

Heron  did  go,  but  Arnold's  extraordinary  precautions  le<l  him  to  inspect  the  seal,  and,  finding  the  wafer  had 
not  been  broken  as  Arnold  said,  his  suspicions  were  excited,  and  instead  of  delivering  the  letter  as 
promised,  he  brought  it  back  with  him,  and  on  September  10  gave  it  to  Parsons.  As  it  seemed  to  relate 
merely  to  trade.  Parsons,  preferring  to  state  the  facts  privately  to  Washington  instead  of  making  a  formal 
communication,  rode  over  to  camp  (Tappan)  for  the  purpose  —  but  found  Washington  was  just  leaving  for 
Hartford.  So,  as  Parsons  expresses  it,  "it  was  left  to  the  ripening  of  the  horrid  event  to  detect  this 
unsuspecting  instrument."     (Parsons'  letter  is  printed  in  Sargent.) 

U  is  an  interesting  speculation  as  to  how  much  history  would  have  been  changed,  had  the  letter  been  delivered 
in  New  York,  or  had  Parsons  succeeded  in  bringing  the  matter  to  Washington's  attention.     It  was  the 
letter  signed   "  Gustavus,"   and  dated   August    30.— Charlks    S.    Hai,l.    Ha//  Ances/ry,    N.    Y.,    1896. 
1  Williams. 

-'  By  the  late  Dr.  Andrew  Anderson,  the  father  of  American  woo<l-engraving.  It  is  probably  the  only  original 
view  existing.  The  late  John  Jay  bought  the  house  in  1856,  hopmg  that  public  interest  might  he 
sufliciently  awakened  to  preserve  it ;  but  liis  effort  faile<l,  and  the  site  is  now  a  cultivated  field.  It  is 
marked  17  on  the  map. 
s  As  no  gentleman  of  that  period  wore  a  beard.  King  probably  means  a  beard  of  several  days'  growth.  Anilr^ 
could  not  have  shaved  for  four  days.    ■•  Shave. 
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It   was   in  tlie  room  occupied  by  Dr.   Broiison,'  the  "surgeon's   mate"  or 

assistant   surgecm,  of   Sheldon's  regiment,    that  the   prisoner  who  so   impressed 

King  wrote  at   three  o'clock  that  Sunday,  his  celebrated  letter  to  Washington,- 

wliich  Hamilton  justly  says  is  "  conceived  in  terms  of  dignity  without  insolence, 

and  apology  without  meanness  : " 

Salem,  September  24th,  1780. 

Sir, — What  I  have  as  yet  said  concerning  myself  was  in  the  justifiable  attempt  to 
l>c  extricated.  I  am  too  little  accustomed  to  duplicity  to  have  succeeded.  I  beg  your 
l%xccllency  will  l)e  persuaded  that  no  alteration  in  the  teniix;r  of  my  mind,  or  apprehension 
for  my  safety,  induces  mc  to  take  the  step  of  addressing  you,  but  that  it  is  to  rescue 
ni>sclf  from  an  imputation  of  having  assumed  a  mean  character  for  treacherous  purjxises 
or  self-interest  ;  a  conduct  incompatible  with  the  principles  that  actuate  me,  as  well  as 
with  my  condition  in  life.  It  is  to  vindicate  my  fame  that  I  speak,  and  not  to  .solicit 
security.  The  person  in  your  po.s.session  is  Major  John  Andr6,  adjutant  general  to  the 
liriti.sh  army. 

The  influence  of  one  conunander  in  the  army  of  his  adversary  is  an  advantage 
taken  in  war.  A  correspondence  for  this  purjxjse  I  held,  as  confidential  (in  the  preser.t 
instance)  with  his  E.xcellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  To  favor  it,  I  agreed  to  meet,  ujxju 
groimd  not  within  the  jK)sts  of  either  army,  a  person  who  was  to  give  me  intelligence.  I 
came  up  in  t)ie  Vulture  man-of-war  for  this  effect,  and  was  fetched  by  a  boat  from  the 
ship  to  the  Ix;ach.  Being  here,  I  was  told  that  the  approach  of  day  would  prevent  my 
return,  and  that  I  must  he  concealed  Until  the  next  night.  I  was  in  my  regimentals,  and 
had  fairly  risked  my  person. 

Against  my  stipulations,  my  intention,  and  without  my  knowledge  Ijeforehand,  I 
was  conducted  within  one  of  your  posts.  Your  Excellency  may  conceive  my  .sensation  on 
this  occa.sion,  and  must  imagine  how  nu:ch  more  must  I  have  been  affected  by  a  refusal  to 
re-conduct  me  back  the  next  night  as  I  had  l)een  brought.  Thus  become  a  prisoner,  I 
had  to  concert  my  escape.  I  quitted  ray  uniform,  and  was  passed  another  way  in  the 
night,  without  the  American  ix)sts,  to  neutral  ground,  and  informed  I  was  beyond  all 
armed  parties,  and  left  to  press  for  New  York.  I  was  taken  at  Tarrytown  by  some 
volunteers.  Thus,  as  I  have  had  the  honor  to  relate,  was  I  betrayed  (Ijeing  adjutant 
general  of  the  British  army)  into  the  vile  condition  of  an  enemy  in  disgui.se  within 
your  ixjsts. 

Having  avowed  my.self  a  British  officer,  I  have  nothing  to  reveal  but  what  relates 
to  myself,  which  is  true  on  the  honor  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman.     The  request  I  have 

I  Isaac  Bronson  wa.s  Iwni  in  Breakneck  (now  Middlebury),  Conn.,  March  10,  1760.  He  sludiecl  meilicine,  and 
in  November,  1779,  was  appointed  Junior  Surgeon  of  Sheldon's  regiment,  where  he  saw  much  hard  service 
under  many  difBculties.  A  single  instance  gives  an  idea  of  the  lack  of  modern  conveniences  in 
Washington's  army  — that  a' times  there  was  hardly  a  tent  in  the  regiment.  In  1783  he  relinquished  his 
profession  and  went  abroad  for  some  years,  returning  in  17S9.  From  1792  to  1794  he  lived  in  Philadelphia, 
lint  in  17^  went  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  engaged  in  banking.  He  wa.-»  very  .successful,  and  his  advice 
in  financial  »natters  was  often  sought  by  Hanulton  and  other  distinguished  men.  He  died  at  Greenfield 
Hill,  Conn.,  May  19,  1839.  \ndrd  gave  him  a  humorous  sketch,  showing  himself  escorted  by  the  four 
militia,  under  Lieutenant  Alh  n.     I  regret  not  being  able  to  trace  it. 

-  This  was  given  to  Tallmadge  to  read,  then  sealed  and  sent  to  Washington  by  the  messenger  who  had  previously 
been  desiiatched  to  meet  hun  on  his  return  from  Hartford.  He  had  gone  almost  to  Danbury  l>efore 
learning  that  the  Chief  had  already  left  Hartfor<l  on  his  way  to  Fishkill.  Returning  to  Sands'  Mills  he 
t(K)k  Amlr(5's  letter  to  the  Robinson  House.  He  did  not  arrive  there  tintil  two  on  Monday  afternoon, 
when  he  gave  it,  as  well  as  Jameson's  letter  to  Washington,  with  the  Arnold  papers,  to  Hamilton. 
Washington  was  then  at  West  Point,  and  hence  did  not  get  them  until  his  return  at  four  o'clock. 
(See  Chap.  IV.) 


HA.  D. 
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to  make  to  your  Rxcellency,  and  I  am  conscious  I  address  myself  well,  is,  that  in  an\ 
rigor  ix)licy  may  dictate,  a  dccer.cy  of  conduct  may  mark  that,  tliouRli  unfortunate,  I  am 
branded  with  nothing  dishonorable,  as  no  motive  could  Ik"  mine  but  the  service  of  my 
king,  and  as  I  was  involuntarily  an  iiu]x)stor.  Another  recjucst  is,  that  I  may  be 
jiermitted  to  write  an  open  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  another  to  a  friend  for 
clothes  and  linen. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  mention  the  conditiou  of  some  gentlemen  at  Charleston,  who, 
teing  either  on  parole  or  under  protection,  were  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  against  us. 
Though  their  .situation  is  not  similar,  they  are  objects  who  may  be  set  in  exchange  for 
me,  or  are  per.sons  whom  the  treatment  I  receive  might  affect.  It  is  no  less.  Sir,  in  a 
confidence  of  the  generosity  of  your  mind,  than  on  account  of  your  suiK-rior  slaliou,  that 
I  have  chosen  to  importune  you  with  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  rcsfject.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  setvant, 

John  Aniiri!,  Adjnlaiil  Ccncral. 

While  those  at  South  Salem  are  waiting  to  hear  from  Washington,  \\c 
may  return  to  Smith  and  Arnold. 

While  Jameson's  second  messenger  was  riding  towards  the  Robinson 
House,  Smith,  all  unconscious  of  the  important  events  of  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
was  dining  at  Fishkill,  iu  Washington's  company.  Before  the  messenger  arrived 
Lieutenant  Allen  had  reached  headquarters,  at  about  nine  on  Monday  morning. 

On  the  way  from  Fishkill  —  Monday  —  Washington  and  his  staff  stopped 
to  examine  some  fortifications.  The  Chief  sent  Hamilton  and  Major  Samuel 
Shaw,'  Third  Continental  Artillery  (or  Major  James  McHenry),''  to  notify 
Arnold  of  the  Ciu    o  of  delay — the  party  being  expected  to  breakfast  with  him. 

Washington's  servant  had  already  started  on  the  same  errand,  and  so 
arrived  first,  just  after  Allen  had  delivered  Jameson's  letter. 

Even  at  the  tremendous  news  of  Andre's  arrest,  the  wonderful  self- 
command  Arnold  had  so  often  manifested  did  not  forsake  him.  Though 
evincing  some  emotion"'  he  did  not  give  way  to  any  great  degree,  but  telling 
Allen  not  to  say  anything  abotit  the  letter,^  he  returned  to  the  breakfast  room, 


1  Samuel  Shaw  was  born  in  Boston,  October  2,  1754.  He  joined  the  patriot  amiy  January  1,  1776,  and  servid 
throughout  the  Revohition,  becominp  Captain  in  the  Third  Artillery.  From  1784  to  179/I  he  was  unxaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Canton,  Chma,  where  he  was  U.  S.  Consul  (the  first)  from  I7<S6  to  1790.  In  179,) 
ill-health  obliged  him  to  leave  China,  and  he  took  passage  on  a  ship  bound  for  Boston,  but  died  on  the 
voyage.  May  30,  1794,  and  was  buried  at  sea,  while  tlie  vessel  was  off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

'i  James  McHenry  was  born  in  Ballymena,  Ireland,  in  November,  1753,  and  died  in  Baltimore,  May  3,  1.S16.  He 
came  to  America  in  1771,  and  began  the  study  of  medicine,  in  Philadelphia,  under  the  celebrated  Dr.  Rn.sh. 
Ill  July,  1775,  he  was  appointed  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  army,  then  at  Cambridge.  In  1776  we  find  him 
Surgeon  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  Colonel  Robert  Magaw.  Taken  prisoner  with  him  at  Fort 
Washington,  he  was  not  exchanged  until  March,  177K.  In  May  he  became  Wa.shington's  secretary,  ami 
Surgeon  to  the  Flying  Camp  Hospital.  In  August,  1780,  he  was  appointed  Aid  to  Lafayette.  From  1796 
to  I  Hoo  he  was  Secretary  of  War. 
Tlmcher  and  Lafayette  agree  that  he  —  not  Hamilton  —  went  with  Shaw,  and  as  he  was  Lafayette's  Aid,  this 
would  seem  conclusive,  unless  Lafayette's  memory  in  1824  had  become  untrustworthy.  He  also  says 
McHenry  was  at  breakfast  with  the  others  when  Allen  arrived. — (Letter  to  Luzerne,  Memoirs,  vol,  I., 
P-  3<>7. ) 

*  See  Washington's  letter,  page  52. 

<  Franks'  testimony  at  his  court  martial. 
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lold  the  assembled  officers'  the  letter  required  his  immediate  presence  at  West 
Point,  hut  that  he  would  return  to  meet  Washington,  ordered  a  horse"  to  be 
saddled  at  once,  and  went  ui)stairs   to  bid  his  wife'  farewell.'      At  this   moment, 

Major  Franks  came  up,  to  tell  him  of  the  arrival 
^»-v  r\  n  ^^  jd  A  of  Washington's  servant.  Naturally  supposing  that 
(p/)Ci/(^>^y((P^»'>*^^^^       the  Chief  would   arrive    at   any   moment,   Arnold 

fled''  precipitately"  from  the  house,  by  a  short  cut 
down  the  hill,  since  known  as  Arnold's  Path,  to 
Beverly  Dock,'  where  his  eight-oared  barge  was  waiting,  tlv  boatmen  having 
l)een  hastily  summoned.  He  ordered  the  cockswain,  James  Larvcy,"  to  push 
off,  telling  him  that  it  was  necessary  he  should  reach  the  Vulture  at  once, 
so  that  he  might  return  and  meet  Washington  at  his  quarters.  Showing  his 
handkerchief  as  a  flag  of  truce  as  the  boat  passed  Verplanck's,  he  was  soon 
aboard  the  Vulhiir^  Most  historians  agree  that  he  escaped  Washington  by  about 
half  an  hour,  though  Thacher  says  the  latter  did  not  arrive  until  noon,'" 
while  the  breakfast  party  were  assembled  at  ten.  On  his  arrival.  Major  Franks 
apologized  for  Arnold's  absence,  and  Dr.  Eustis"  reported  his  wife's  illness.  The 
Chief  breakfasted,  and  then  went  to  West  Point,  where  of  course  he  did  not  find 
Arnold,  and  where  Colonel  Lamb  was  as  much  surprised  to  meet  him  as  he  was 
not  to  be  received  with  the  proper  salute  of  cannon.  Thus  it  was  not  until  his 
return  to  the  Robinson  House,  at  four  o'clock,  that  he  met  Hamilton  and  learned 

1  Sargfiil  Siiys  Major  Kiiriiet  (see  Cliap.  V.)  was  one.     Thacher  says  Shaw  and  McHenry.     (If  so,  where  was 

llaniilton?)     I'ranks,  one  of  Arnohl's  aids,  was  present,  but  not  Varick,  who  was  sick  upstairs. 
'  One  licloiiging  to  Varick  or  Franks.  — Lafayette . 
»  Sargent  says  she  noticed  his  agitation,  and  followed  him  from  the  dining  room. 

L,ifayette  (probably  quoting  McIIenry)  says  he  sent  a  servant  to  call  her  upsLiirs.     He  left  the  dining-room 

by  the  iloor  seen  atiove  the  screen  on  the  right  (the  doors  either  side  of  the  mantelpiece  are  of  cuplwards). 
«  At  the  abrupt  announcement  of  the  news  that  he  must  fly  for  his  life,  and  they  might  never  meet  again,  she 

fainted. 
^  I'ranks.  astonished  as  he  was  at  his  abrupt  departure,  Imd  to  think  of  Mrs.  Arnold,  who  came  out  of  her  sw(H>n 

only  to  fall  into  strong  convulsions. 
Dr.  Kustis,  surgeon  of  Knox's  artillery,  and  who  was  hospital  physician  of  the  po.st,  was  hastily  summoned  to 

attend  her. 
«  The  (supposed)  approach  of  his  Excellency  left  him  hardly  an  instant  to  take  measures  for  his  own  safely,  or 

It  is  likely  he  would  have  attempted  (to  secure)  that  of  Andr€,  and  the  matter  might  have  remaint'il  in 

ohscuritv.— //<i«i!7/o;;. 
That  trivial  arrival  of  the  .servant  upset  once  more  any  last  chance  for  Andrd's  .safely.     Kven  a  half-hour 

might  have  been  priceless  to    him  at  that  juncture.     A  delay  to  that  extent  would  not  have  endangereil 

Arnold's  safety,  for  no  one  suspectwl  him  except  Tallmadge.  who  was  miles  away.     Allen  could  have  bei-n 

iinmedialcly  .sent  Kick  with  orders  which  would  have  sent  Andr^  down  to  I>obbs'  Ferry,  or  insured  his 

safety  in  some  other  manner. 
7  This  was  a  small  affair,  only  10x20  feet.     It  long  ago  disappeared. 
'^  lie  was  a  soldier  in  the  Fifth  Massachu.setls,  Colonel  Rufus  Putnam. 
»  Dr.  Ivu.stis,  in  a  letter  printed  in  the  Collections  of  the  Mass.  Historical  Society,  -Vol.  XIV,  p.  52,  says  he 

retaineil  his  barge,  the  rowers  returning  in  one  furnishe<l  by  the  Vultute^s  captain. 
He  also  says  that  on  Arnold's  trying  to  persuade  the  men  to  enter  the  British  service,  two  did  so,  who  had 

been  nritish  deserters. 
This,  I  think,  must  l)e  a  mistake,  as  the  British  invariably  hung  all  of  their  deserters  whenever  they  fell  into 

their  liands. 
*u  The  Allen  Genealogy  sa^*s  Lieutenant  Allen  dined  at  the  house,  and  returned  to  Jameson  early  next  morning. 

No  mention  of  tliis  is  found  in  any  other  record.     He  was  not  a  witness  at  either  Andre's  trial  or  Smith's. 
As  to  the  hour  of  \Va.shington's  arrival,  see  his  own  letter,  page  51.     "Some  hours"  would  bring  it  to  at 

least  noon.  u  William  Eustis  was,  page  43. 
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till-  iist()UiKliii}i;  news  of  tlic  conspiracy,  Its  cITcct  was  stuniiiiig,  and  lie 
(IcsiJOiulcnlly  asked  Knox  and  Lafayette :  "Whom  can  we  trnst  now?"  By  this 
time  Arnold  had  been  some  time  safe  aboard  the  VHllurc,  and  the  hnrried  ride  of 
Hamilton  and  Shaw  (or  McHenry)  to  Verplanck's,  sixteen  miles,  was  frnitlcss, 
cxce])t  for  their  presence  when  a  flag  of  Irnce  arrived  from  her,  briiix;inj{  a  letter' 
from  Arnold  to  Washington,  wliicli  enclosed  one  for  Mrs.  Arnold.'-'  Amid  the 
universal  ronslernalion  and  mntual  distrust  cau.scd  by  these  extraordinary  events, 
Washiiijfton,  his  first  ebullition  of  despair  over,  remained  calm,  and  acted 
promptly  and  vigorously.  As  he  had  reason  to  suppose  the  British  fleet  might  at 
any  moment  be  sighted  in  the  distance,  on  its  way  to  capt;  re  West  Point  in 
pursuance  of  the  plot,  his  first  thought  was  for  the  security  of  the  jiost.  Colonel 
Lamb,  who  had  crossed  with  him  from  the  Point,  and  whom  he  promptly  detached 
from  its  coinmaiid  by  this  letter  — 

Sir, — It  h  my  wish  to  .see  Colouul  Jiuiics  LiviiiKstoii''  to-iiiKlit,  luul  I  write  him  liy 
you  on  the  occasion.  In  his  absence  yon  will  take  coniniand  of  the  posts  at  Stoncy  anil 
Vcr|)lanck's  Points  till  further  orders. 

I  am,  Sir,  (etc.,  etc.,) 
Head  Quarters,  Robinson's  House  G.  Wasiunoton. 

in  the  HiKlilands,  Septemlx-T  25,  1780, 

o'clock  p.  in. 

To  Col.  John  Lamb  of  the  Artillery. 

"  William  Blistls  wii.s  born  ii'  Cainurid^c,  Mhhh.,  June  in,  1755,  and  dinl  in  Boston,  I'fbruary  6,  1825.  He  watt 
^raduateil  at  Harvani,  studied  medicine  and  beeanie  aHsociated  witli  Dr.  Joseph  Warren.  lie  attended  Ilie 
wonudeil  after  Hunker  Ilill,  was  appointed  as  an  army  surgeon,  and  was  stationed  at  the  Unhin.son  Il<:* 
two  or  more  years.  I'rom  17.S.S  to  17^.4  he  was  a  member  of  the  Mas.sjjehusetts  Legislature,  from  iHoi  to  i.S<i.s. 
a  mend)er  of  CouHre.ss.  In  i.S(i7  to  1813  lie  was  Secretary  of  War,  from  iSi.(  to  181S  Minister  to  Ilollaiul ; 
i.Sjo  to  1S23  he  was  a({ain  in  Congress,  and  in  1823  electeil  fjovernor  of  his  native  state,  ilyint;  in  <iiriee. 
Several  of  his  fandly  have  been  distinguished  as  .soldiers.  The  late  Senator  James  It.  I-'ustis,  (tf  Louisiana, 
who  was  in  the  Ccjnfederate  .army,  antl  afterwards  And>a.ssiulor  to  I'rance,  was  his  ^;rand-nephew,  as  were 
also  Itri^adier  (»eiieral  .Abraham  liuslis.  Colonel  of  the  I'irst  IT.  S.  Artillery,  Captain  William  Kustis,  of  the 
Third  Inf.-iutry  and  l-'irst  Draj^oons,  and  Hrigadier  General  Henry  L.  Hustls,  Colonel  Tenth  Mnssncliuselts 
Volunteers. 

'  On  Ixwrd  the  Vulliire, 

Sept.  2,'i,  178(1. 
Sir, — The  heart  which  is  conscious  of  its  own  rectittnle  cannot  attempt  to  palliate  a  step  which  the 
world  may  censure  as  wron^.  I  have  ever  acted  from  a  jirinciple  of  love  to  my  country,  since  the 
connnencement  of  the  present  uidiai>i)y  contest  iK-tween  fireat  Britain  and  the  Colonies ;  the  same 
])rinciple  of  love  to  my  eoimtry  actuates  my  present  conduct,  however  it  may  appear  inconsistent  to  the 
world,  who  very  seldom  jud>;e  ri^ht  of  any  num's  actions.  I  have  no  favour  to  ask  for  myself.  I  have  tiM» 
often  experienced  the  int^ratitude  of  my  country  to  attempt  it ;  hut  from  the  known  humanity  of  yonr 
I'^xcellence,  I  am  indncett  to  ask  yonr  protection  for  Mrs.  Arnold,  from  every  insult  and  injury  th.-it  the 
ndstaken  vengeance  of  my  country  may  expose  her.  It  un^Iit  to  fall  only  on  me ;  she  is  as  }{oo<l  and  as 
innocent  as  an  aui^el,  and  is  inca|)able  01  doiii^  wron^.  I  l>e^  .she  may  be  ix^rmilted  to  return  to  her 
friends  in  Philadelphia,  or  to  come  to  me,  as  s''e  may  choose ;  from  your  ICxccllenee  I  have  no  fears  on  her 
account,  but  she  nuiy  suffer  from  the  iinstakcn  fury  of  the  country.  I  have  to  re(|nest  that  the  enclosed 
letter  may  be  delivered  to  Mrs.  Arnold,  and  .she  be  jiernnlted  to  write  to  me.  I  have  also  to  ask  that  my 
cloaths  and  bajjj^ajje,  which  are  of  little  consefjuence,  may  be  sent  to  me  ;  if  re<pnred,  their  value  shall  be 
paid  in  money. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be  with  ^reat  re^jard  ami  esteem, 

Yonr  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant. 
His  Excellency  "..  ARNOI.D. 

General  Washin^tun. 

1*.  S.  In  justice  to  the  j^entlemen  of  my  fandly,  Colonel  Varick  and  Major  I*ranks,  I  think  mysflf 
in  lumor  hound  to  declare  that  they,  as  well  as  Joshua  Smith,  Es'i  (whom  I  know  is  suspected),  are  totally 
innorant  of  any  transactions  of  nunc,  that  tiny  have  reasini  to  believe  were  injurious  to  the  public. 

-  There  is  in  the  possession,  '  When  Wa.shington  hail,  page  44. 
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may   have  proposed  the  capture  of  Arnold  by  means  of   a  boat  attack   on  the 
/ 'iilliiic.     At  any  rate,   such  an  inference  is  warranted  from  the  letter  he  wrote 

to  Colon  :  Nathaniel  Wade,'  commanding  one  of 
the  Massachusetts  militia  regiments  at  the  Point, 
and  his  successor  in  the  command  of  the  post.  This 
has  never  before  been  published,  and  was  evidently 
written  very  soon  after  the  return  of  Washington  to 

Arnold's  quarters : 

Robinson's  House, 

25th  Sept'r,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, — Immediately  on  Receipt  of  this,  send  Ten 

Boats  properly  Manned,  to  Nelson's  Point,  where  they  are 

to  remain  till  further  Orders.     You  will  pay  particular 

attention  to  this  matter,  as  it  is  indispensably  necessary. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servt, 

John  Lamb, 

Colo.  Commandant. 

^^71«-/  /zP^       /y     J  '^^^    Vulture's    sailing   down    the    river 

-yYt^y^y^J^'a^ <a?  lo/r7 ■     prevented  any  attack  on  her,  and  Lamb's  letter 

li^'^J^   (^-^^''^2—^'  was  soon  followed  by  a  letter  from  the  Chief 

himself  to  Wade  :'■ 
Sir, — General  Arnold  is  gone  to  the  Enemy.  I  have  just  received  a  line  from 
him,  inclosinR  one  to  Mrs.  Arnold,  dated  on  board  the  Vulture.  From  this  circumstance, 
and  Colo.  I^amb's  being  detached  on  some  business,  the  command  of  the  garrison  for  the 
present  devolves  ujxjn  you.  I  request  you  will  be  as  vigilant  as  possible,  and  as  the 
Enemy  may  have  it  in  contemplation  to  attempt  some  enterpri.se,  even  to-night,  against 
these  Posts,  I  wish  you  to  make,  immediately  after  receipt  of  this,  the  best  disixjsition  you 
can  of  your  force,  .so  as  to  have  a  proportion  of  men  in  each  work  on  the  west  side  of  the 
River.     You  will  see  or  hear  from  me  further  to-morrow. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obt.  servt. , 

G.  Washington.' 

2  There  is  in  tlie  possession  of  a  gentleman  in  New  York  an  interesting  letter  of  Varick's  to  his  sister  Jane.     U 
is  dated  .soon  after  these  events,  and  gives  a  graphic  description  of  Mrs.  .\rnold's  pitiable  condition. 
As  to  her  possible  complicity  with  her  hnsliand,  I  own  to  disbelieving  it.     Burr  is  the  only  authority  for 
crediting  it,  and  if  it  were  a  fact,  would  Arnold  have  left  her  alone  —  or  would  he  have  allowed  her  to  be 
Ml  the  Robinson  House  at  all,  instead  of  remaining  in  Philadelphia? 

^  When  Washington  had  finished  giving  Livingston  the  orders  which  he  had  sent  for  him  to  receive  in  person, 
he  added  ;  "  It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  me  that  the  post  was  in  the  hands  of  an  ofiicer  so  devoted  as 
yourself  to  the  cause  of  your  country." — l.ossing. 

I  Nathaniel  Wade  was  a  native  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born  February  27,  1749,  and  where  he  died 
October  26,  1826.  He  was  a  captain  of  the  Ipswich  minute-men  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  saw  service,  as  a 
captain  in  the  Twelfth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Little,  at  the  siege  of  Boston,  the  Imttles  of  I*ong  Island, 
Harlem  Heights,  White  Plains  and  Trenton.  In  February,  1778,  he  became  colonel  of  a  militia  regiment, 
raised  in  E.s.sex  and  Suffolk  counties,  and  served  as  such  throughout  the  war.  A  singular  fact  in  con- 
nection with  his  West  Point  experience  is  his  statement  of  a  conversation  with  one  of  Arnold's  aids  — 
apparently  Franks  —  shortly  before  the  23rd.  He  was  returning  to  the  boat,  after  dining  with  Arnold. 
The  M.ajor,  accompanying  him,  said  impressively:  "There  is  something  going  on  here  that  I  do  not 
understand  and  cannot  find  out.  I  say  this  to  put  you  on  your  guard  at  the  Fort"  {West  Point)  "  I  fear 
there  is  something  brewing  about  us,  and  all  I  can  say  is,  look  out !  "  W^ith  this,  he  abruptly  left  Wade. 
Vet  if  this  was  really  Franks,  the  trea.son  was  something  very  different  from  what  he  had  anticipated,  for  it 
almost  upset  hi.s  reason  when  the  revelation  really  came.  2  On  Lafayette's  visit,  3  This  letter,  page  45. 
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Letter  from  Colonel  John  Lamb,  Commandant  at  West  Point,  to  Colonel  Nathaniel  Wade,  of  a  Massachusetts 

regiment  of  militia  there,    relating   to  a    ^ probable)    design   to   l>oard 

the  Vulture  and  capture  Arnold. 

(From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  Francis  H.  Wade,  Esq.,  Ipswich,  Mass.,  grandson  of  Colonel  Wade.) 
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Letter  from   Washington  to  Colonel  Nathaniel   Waile,   ajiprisinj;  him  of  Arnold's  treason.      Probably  the  first 

letter  written  by  Washinjjton  on  this  subject.     The  body  of  the  letter  is  in  the 

handwriting  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

(From  the  original  in  the  posses.sion  of  Hrancis  H.  Wade.  Hsq.,  Ip.swich.  Ma.ss.,  Kranclson  of  Colonel  Wade.) 
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The  Stearns'  orderly-book,  from  which  I  have  before  quoted,  contains 
an  interesting  statement  of  the  composition  of  the  garrison  and  the  orders 
issued  on  the  occasion : 

Sept.  25,  8  p.  111.  After-orders;  One  captain,  one  suhaltern,  three  sergeants  ami 
fifty  rank  and  file  to  be  turned  out  ininicdiately  with  arms  and  blankets.  The  captain  will 
wait  on  Colonel  Wade  for  orders. 

2  A.  M.,  Sept.  26. 
The  following  disposition  of  the  troops  to  take  place  immediately,  and  oflicers 
coinmanding  regiments  and  corps  will  Ix;  careful  to  have  their  men  completed  with  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  everything  in  the  most  ix^rfect  order  for  immediate  action.  Officers 
commanding  regiments  will  take,  with  their  own  regiments,  those  regiments  that  are 
divided  by  the  field  officers  of  the  same,  agreeably  to  .seniority. 

Positions : 
Colonel  Ward's  (Wade's?)  regiment  at  Fort  Arnold.' 
Colonel  Bartlet's  at  Fort  Putnam. 
Colonel  Murray  to  send  one  hundred  men  to  Fort  Willis  (Wyllys)  and  the  regiment 

to  Fort  Webb. 
Colonel  Rand's  regiment  to  be  divided  equally  Ixitweeii  Redoubts  Nos.  i  and  2. 
Colonel  Thayer's  at  Nos.  3  and  4. 

All  the  draughted  artificers  to  join  their  resjxjctive  regiments  immediately.     Major 
Baunian  will  have  everything  in  his  department  in  order  for  immediate  action. 

The  next  day  Washington  wrote : 

Sir, — Under  the  present  .situation  of  affairs,  I  think  it  necessary  that  the  rcsjx^ctive 
works  at  West  Point  and  its  dependencies  be  supplied  with  provisions  and  water.  You 
will  therefore  be  plea.sed  to  have  a  proper  quantity  distributed  to  each  of  them,  without 
auy  loss  of  time. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedt.  servt.. 
Head  Quarters,  G.  Washington. 

26  Sept.  1780.     Colonel  Wade. 

-  On  T^afayette'.s  visit  to  the  United  States  in   1S24,  he  met  Colonel  Wade,  and  recallinj»  their  Revolutionary 
experiences,  he  said  :  "  When  General  Washington  first  heard  of  the  defection  of  Arnold,  he  asked 
'Who  has  the  immediate  command?'     (of  west  Point.)     "Learning  it  was  ;'on,  he  said,  'He  is  a  true  man; 
I  am  satisfied.' " 

^  This  letter  is  quoted  by  Sparks  (  Wriiitigs  of  Washin^ton^  vii.,  pp.  212-213)  ^^"t  has  never  before  appeared  in 
facsimile.  For  pemiis.sion  to  use  it,  and  the  Lamb  letter  opposite,  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  V.  H.  Wade, 
tlirough  Mr.  Stuart  C.  Wade,  of  New  York. 

1  All  these  were  three  months'  militia,  raised  by  drafts  fioni  various  Stale  regiments,  and  formed  into  jirovisionnl 
organizations.  The  commanders  and  organizations  appear  thus  in  the  Massachusetts  aud  New  Hampshire 
records : 

New  Hampshire  : 

Col.  Thomas  Bartlet  (at  West  Point). 
Col.  Moses  Nichols  (on  the  east  bank  of  the  Hudson). 
JIassachusctts : 

Col.  Seth  Murray   (the   Hampshire  County  regiment  to  which   Lieutenant  Solomon   Allen 

belonged). 
Col.  John  Rand  —  a  regiment  of  Worcester  county. 
Col.  Ebenezer  Thayer  —  a  Suffolk  county  regiment. 
Nichols'  regiment  liad  420  men, 
Bartlet's  525 
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To  tliis  Wade  replied  that  pickled  fish  was  about  all  the  available  provision, 
but  that  the  water  supply  was  abundant  —  a  realistic  picture  of  the  poverty  of  the 
Revolutionary  commissariat,  even  at  a  permanent  post  like  West  Point. 

As  reinforcements  for  West  Point  were  likely  to  be  needed  if  the  British 
moved  up  the  Hudson,  Greene,  commanding  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  at 
Tapjjan,  was  ordered  to  march  to  West  Point.  At  three  in  the  morning  of 
Tuesday,  the  twenty-sixth,  the  order  reached  Tappan,  and  the  drums  beat  the 
alarm  throughout  the  camp.  An  officer  afterwards  described  the  scene  as  very 
impressive — the  non<omniissioned  officers  hurrying  through  the  company  streets 
and  turning  out  the  men,  lights  flitting  here  and  there  through  the  camp,  and  a 
general  sense  of  vague  alarm  and  apprehension  pervading.  Two  Pennsylvania 
brigades  and  the  Sixth  Connecticut,  Colonel  Meigs,  marched  at  once,  and  the 
rest  of  the  army  was  held  ready  to  follow.  The  news  of  Arnold's  defection 
created  intense  excitement,  and  Greene  issued  an  address  to  the  army : 

Treason  of  the  blackest  dye  was  yesterday  discovered.  General  Arnold,  who 
connnandcd  at  West  Point,  lost  to  every  .sen.se  of  honor,  of  private  and  public  obligation, 
was  alx)iit  to  deliver  up  that  important  po.st  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Such  an  event 
nuist  have  given  the  American  cause  a  dangerous,  if  not  a  fatal  wound  ;  but  the  treason 
has  Ijeen  timely  discovered,  to  prevent  the  fatal  misfortune.  The  providential  train  of 
circumstances  which  led  to  it,  affords  the  most  convincing  proof  that  the  lilierties  of 
America  are  the  object  of  Divine  protection.  At  the  same  time  that  the  treason  is  to  be 
regretted,  the  general  caiuiot  help  congratulating  the  army  on  the  happy  discovery.  Our 
enemies,  despairing  of  carrying  their  point  by  force,  are  practi.siug  every  base  art,  to  effect 
by  l)rilx;ry  and  corruption  what  they  caimot  accompli.sh  in  a  manly  way.  Great  honor  is 
due  to  the  American  army  that  this  is  the  first  instance  of  treason  of  the  kind,  where 
many  were  to  have  l^een  expected  from  the  nature  of  tlie  di.spute.  The  brightest  ornament 
in  the  character  of  the  American  soldiers  is  their  having  been  proof  against  all  the  arts  and 
seductions  of  an  insidious  enemy.  Arnold  has  made  his  escape  to  the  enemy,  but  Major 
Andr6,  the  Adjutant  General  in  the  British  Army,  who  came  out  as  a  spy,  is  our  prisoner. 
His  Excellency  the  Conmiander  in  Chief  has  arrived  at  West  Point  from  Hartford, 
and  is  no  doubt  taking  projier  measures  to  unravel  fully  so  hellish  a  plott. 
By  Greene's  order,  the  address  was  read  by  the  adjutants  to  their  respective 
regiments.' 

Arnold's  letter  from  the  Vulture  was  soon  followed  by  one  from  Robinson  ," 
and   was   followed  in   its  turn   by  one  from   Clinton  himself."     To   Robinson, 

'  The  civil  .luthorities  also  took  cognizance  of  the  fo^tun.^te  e.scape.     Governor  Clinton  issued  a  proclamation, 
setting  apart  November  second  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  :ind  tlie  occasion  was  universally  observetl. 

'  Vnttiire,  off  Sinsink,  Septemljer  25,  1780. 

-Sir,— I  am  tliis  moment  informed  that  Major  Andr^,  Adjutant  General  of  his  Majesty's  army  in 
America,  is  detained  as  a  prisv>ner  bv  the  anny  under  your  command.  It  is  therefore  incumljent  on  me  to 
inform  you  of  the  manner  of  his  falling  into  your  hands.  He  went  up  with  a  flag  at  the  request  of  General 
.\rnold,  on  public  Inisincss  witli  him,  and  had  his  pennit  to  return  by  land  to  New  York.  Under  the.se 
circumstances  Major  Andre  cannot  l)e  detained  by  you  without  the  greatest  violation  of  flags,  and  contrary 
to  the  custom  and  usage  of  all  nations  ;  and  as  I  imagine  you  will  see  this  matter  in  the  same  point  of  view 
that  I  do,  I  mu.st  desire  you  will  order  him  to  be  set  at  liberty  and  allowed  to  return  immediately.  livery 
step  Major  Andrd  took  was  by  the  advice  and  direction  of  General  Arnold,  even  that  of  taking  a  feigned 
name,  and  of  course  not  liable  to  censure  for  it,     I  am,  .Sir,  not  forgetting  our  former  acquaintance, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

Bev.  Robinson,  Col.  Loyal  Americans. 
His  Kxcellency  General  Washington.  »  I,etter  of  H.  Clinton,  page  47. 


f'^^,/^i-^L" 


Letter  from  Washington  to  Colonel  Nathaniel  Wade  as  to  provisioning  the  forts  at  West  Point,  then  under 

Wade's  command. 

(From  the  oriKiiin'  in  the  possession  of  Francis  11.  Wade,  F'sq.,  Ipswich,  Mnss. ) 
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Washington  vouchsafed  no  answer,  but  the  reply  to  Clinton  was  written  on  the 
thirtieth.  It  will  be  found  on  page  63.  The  enclosure  of  which  Clinton  speaks 
was  a  letter  from  Arnold' — a  good  specimen  of  effrontery  and  special  pleading. 

While  the  Tappan  camp  was  thus  rudely  awakened,  Smith,  who  but  a  day 
before  had  been  received  in  Washington's  company,  was  now  to  meet  him  under 
very  different  circumstances.  On  Monday  at  midnight.  Colonel  Jean  Raptistc 
Gouvion,  Rocham beau's  chief  of  artillery,  came  with  a  platoon  of  soldiers  to 
Colonel  Hay's  house  at  Fishkill,  where  Smith  was  asleep  with  his  wife.  Sur- 
rounding the  house  with  his  men,  he  burst  open  the  bedroom  door,  arrested 
Smith,  and,  refusing  to  allow  his  servant  to  procure  his  horse  for  him,  marched 
him  on  foot  eighteen  miles  to  the  Robinson  House."  Here  the  weary  and  angry 
man  was  confronted  with  one  who  could  also  be  terriblj'  angry  on  the  rare 
occasions  when  he  did  give  way  to  indignation.  The  news  of  discovery  was 
thundered  in  his  ears,  and  he  was  threatened  with  hanging  from  the  .same  tree 
with  Andr6,''  as  soon  as  the  latter  should  have  arrived  under  guard.'' 

To  return  to  South  Salem,  while  Greene's  men  are  hastening  to  West 
Point,  and  Smith  is  at  headquarters :  About  midnight  of  Monday,  a  messenger 
arrived  from  Washington,  with  this  order  to  Jameson  : 


"  New  York,  Sept.  j6,  1780. 

Sir, — Being  informed  tlmt  the  King's  Adjutant  Gener.il  in  America  Ims  licen  st'),!  under  Major 
Ceneral  Arnold's  passports,  and  is  detained  a  prisoner  in  yonr  I^xcellency's  army,  I  liave  the  honor  to 
inform  you,  Sir,  that  I  permitted  Major  Aiidr<;  to  go  to  M.ijor  Cieneral  Arnold  at  the  particular  request  of 
tliat  general  officer.  You  will  perceive,  .Sir,  by  the  enclosed  paper,  that  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  to  receive 
Major  Andrd,  anil  passports  granted  for  his  return.  I  thereftire  can  have  no  doubt  hut  your  lixcellency 
will  immediately  direct  that  this  olTicer  has  pt-rniis^'ion  to  return  to  my  orders  at  New  York. 
I  have  the  honor  to  Ije  Your  Kxcellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser\'ant, 

II.  CUNTON. 

His  Excellency 

General  Washington. 

1  New  York, 

September  26,  1780. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  message  respecting  your  Adjutant  General,  Major  Andrd,  and 
desiring  my  idea  of  the  reasons  why  he  is  detaine<l,  being  umler  my  pa.s,sports,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you,  Sir,  that  I  apprehend  a  few  hours  must  return  Majo-  Andrd  to  your  Excellency's  orders,  as  that  officer 
IS  assurwUy  under  the  protection  of  a  flag  of  truce  sent  by  me  to  him,  for  the  purpose  of  a  conversation 
which  I  requested  to  hold  with  him  relating  to  myself,  and  which  I  wishe<l  to  communicate  through  that 
officer  to  your  Excellency. 

I  commanded  at  the  time  at  West  Point,  had  an  umlouhted  right  to  send  my  flag  of  truce  for  Major 
Andr^,  who  came  to  me  under  that  protection,  and  having  held  my  conversation  with  him,  I  delivered  to 
him  confidential  papers  in  my  own  handwriting,  to  deliver  to  j^onr  Excellency  ;  thinking  it  much  proi)erer 
he  should  return  by  land,  I  directeti  him  to  make  use  of  the  feigne<l  name  of  John  Anderson,  under  which 
he  had  by  my  direction  come  on  shore,  and  gave  him  pas.sports  to  go  to  the  White  Plains  on  his  way  to 
New  York.  This  officer  cannot  therefore  fail  of  l>eing  immediately  sent  to  New  York,  as  he  was  invited  to  a 
conversation  with  me,  for  which  I  sent  him  a  flat  of  truce,  and  finally  gave  him  passports  for  his  safe 
return  to  your  Excellency ;  all  of  which  I  had  a  riglit  to  do,  l>eing  in  the  actual  service  of  America,  under 
the  orders  of  General  Washington,  and  commanding  general  at  West  Point  and  its  •leiwndencies. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  Your  Excellency's  most  ol)edient  and  very  humble  servant, 

B.  Arnold. 
His  Excellency 

Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

"  Smith's  Narrative.    He  says  Colonel  Hay  accompanied  him — probably  not  on  foot. 

»  Smith. 

■*  Smith's  own  account  — but  I  see  no  great  reason  for  doubting  its  accuracy.     Washington,  or  any  one  else, 
under  similar  circumstances  could  not  be  expected  to  mince  matters. 
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Headquarters, 
Robinson  House,  7  p.  ni., 

25tli  Septcnilicr,  17H0. 
.Sir, — I  wisli  every  |>reea>itioti  and  .lUeution  to  be  jmid  to  prevent  Major  Andr6  from 
inakitiK  his  escaiic.     He  will  without  donht  make  it  if  possible  ;  and  in  order  that  he  may 
not   have   it  in   his  ]x)wer,   yon  will  send   him  under  care  of  such  a  party  and  so  many 
officers  as  to  i>rotect  him  from  the  least  opportunity  of  doiuR  it. 

That  he  may  1*  less  liable  to  l)e  recaptured  by  the  enemy,  who  will  no  doubt  make 
every  effort  to  regain  him,  he  had  l)etter  Ik.'  conducted  to  this  place  by  some  upper  road, 
rather  tlian  by  the  route  of  Crompond.  I  would  not  wish  Andrii  to  be  treated  with  insult  ; 
but  he  does  not  ap|Kar  to  stand  upon  the  footing  of  a  common  prisoner  of  war  ;  and 
therefore  he  is  not  entitled  to  the  usual  indulgence  which  they  receive,  and  is  to  Ix;  most 
closely  and  narrowly  watched.     ****** 

The  escort,  con.sistiiiK  of  one  hundred  dragoon.s,'  tinder  four  ofJicer.s,  was 
soon    ready,    and    started    in    a    pouring    rain."     The   officers    were    Tallniadgc, 

Captains  Hoogland'  and  Rogers  find  Lieuten- 
ant King.  From  South  Salem  the  route  was 
north  and  west  over  Long  Pond  Mountain, 
west  of  Lake  Waccabuc  to  the  church  at 
North  Salem.  Just  before  this  was  reached 
the  squadron  was  met  by  a  courier  from 
Washington,  bearing  an  order  for  a  change  of  route  for  fear  of  the  enemy^ou  the 
l)rcsent  one.  The  new  way  led  them  past  the  premises  occupied  in  1889  by  Lsaac 
11.  Purdy,  thence  to  Croton  Falls  and  by  the  "old  road"  to  Lake  Mahopac"^^  and 
the   Red  Mills"  —  now  Mahopac   Falls  —  in  Putnam  County. 

At  the  mill  a  short  halt  was  made,  and  the  prisoner  was  taken  into  the 
house  of  Major  James  Cox,  of  the  Ordnance  Department  of  the  army.     In  later 

I  Sniitli. 

a  Ciaine's  weatlier  prediction  —  see  ymge  5  —  wns  fulfilled  tliat  night.  As  there  was  no  moon  the  night  must 
have  been  of  inky  blackness,  ana  the  journey  intensely  depressing. 

*  Jeronlmus  (Jerome)  tloogland,  of  Flushing,  New  York,  was  born  in  1757.  He  was  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant 
of  Colonel  John  Lasher's  First  New  York  Minute  Men,  or  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1776,  was  promoted 
to  Captain  in  it,  capture<l  at  the  tiattle  of  Long  Island  and  imprisoned  in  one  of  the  prison  ships.  He 
appears  as  Adjutant  of  Sheldon's  in  1777,  was  a  Captain  in  1779,  and  served  as  such  through  the  war, 
clying  in  Lansiiigburgh,  N.  Y.,  179 — . 
"  Tile  history  of  jKMr  Iloogland,  his  self-.sacririciiig,  (levote<l  luitrioti.sm  and  ill-recjuited  services,  had  many  a 
]>arallei  in  the  lives  of  the  officers  of  the  Revolution.  When  I  first  knew  him,  in  1774,  he  was  a  hand- 
some, high-spirited,  facetious  youth  of  eighteen.  Three  years  after,  I  met  him,  a  Bun-liurnt  veteran,  who 
had  already  .seen  much  hard  service.  In  17.S8,  fourteen  years  after,  I  again  saw  him,  in  Lansingburgli. 
He  was  then,  although  young  in  years,  old  in  suffering.  He  appeared  like  an  old  man,  hobbling  on 
crutches.  Thus  he  lingeretl  a  few  years  longer,  and  sunk  into  a  premature  grave,  a  martyr  in  the  cause  of 
Lilierty.  I'o.sterity  can  never  estimate  the  sacrifices  and  sufferings  of  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution." — 
Men  and  Times  of  Ihc  Kevolnlion  (Memoirs  of  Klkauah  Watson),  by  Winslow  C.  Watson,  N.  Y.,  1856. 
His  companion  was  probably  Jedediah  Rogers,  of  Norwalk.  He  was  Lieutenant  in  :778,  but  no  record 
of  his  promotion  i.s  discoverable. 

<  This  was  probably  the  same  band  of  Cowboys  against  whom  Hoyd  had  warned  Smith,  who  had  driven  off  the 
lliiderhill  cows  at  Yorktown,  and  killed  Pelham  in  Pound  Ridge,  and  of  whom  Jameson  had  been  appre- 
hensive. They  hail  ap|)arently  been  four  days  at  least  — Friday  to  Monday  night  —  within  the  Neutral 
Ground. 

''  Dyknian. 

«  So  called  from  the  color  of  the  building.  The  land  on  which  the  mill  stood  was  taken  by  the  City  of  New 
York  a  few  years  ago  and  the  mill  was  torn  down.    The  illustration  has  never  before  been  engraved. 


The  Red  Mills,  Mahopac  Falls. 

(Destroyed  by  fire  1H96. ) 


TiiK  Odkll-Johnson  HofSK,  Maiioi'AC  Falls. 
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years  it  was  known  as  the  Odell  or  Johnson  house.  It  met  the  fate  of  most  old 
frame  buildings,  in  being  destroyed  by  fire,  in  1896.  While  Andre  was  inside, 
two  sentries  were  posted  at  each  door  and  window.'  Phoebe,  the  infant  daughter 
of  the  Major,  was  asleep  in  her  cradle,  but  awoke  on  Andre's  entrance.  He 
looked  at  the  baby  and  said, 
"  Happy  childhood  —  we  know  its 
pleasures  but  once.  I  wish  I  were 
as  innocent  as  you."-'  He  also 
surveyed  himself  in  a  mirror, 
and  noticing  a  hole  or  rip,  under 
one  arm  of  his  coat,  smiled  and 
said  :  "  I  presume  General  Wash- 
ington will  give  me  a  new  coat." 
Like  the  house,  the  Mills  are 
now  but  a  memory.  I  am  fortu- 
nately able  to  give  a  view  of 
them,'  showing  the  building  essen- 
tially as  in  1780. 

Resuming  its  march  after  a  short  halt,  the  squadron  passed  through  Shrub 
Oak  Plains,  over  Gray's  Hill  to  St.  Peter's  Church  —  not  far  from  the  place 
whence  Allen  had  been  recalled  by  Jameson's  order,  the  preceding  Saturday.  The 
church  is  still  standing,  and  in  good  condition,  though  seldom  used.  It  is  a 
f-anie  building,  plain  to  ugliness,  with  nothing  in  its  exterior  to  indicate  its 
character.  (Beverly  Robinson  was  one  of  its  wardens  in  1780.)  Built  in  1767,  it 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State.  Near  it,  in  front,  is  the  marble  monument  to 
Paulding.''  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  the  road  forks,  one  branch  south  to  Peekskill, 
the  other  northwest  over  Gallows  Hill,  past  Continental  Village,  to  the  present 
village  of  Garrison's. 


Thk  Captors'  Mkdai,. 


1  The  statement  that  he  spent  the  night  here  is  clearly  absurd 

Sands'  Mills  to  South  Salem  Tallmadge  tied  him  to  a  tree,  at  ni] 


on  a  par  with  the  story  that  on  the  way  from 
at  night,  to  prevent  his  escape  ! 
instances  of  the  chaff  the  historian  has  to  sift  out  to  get  the  real  facts 


Such  are  some 
attributed 


2  History  of  Piitnavi  County,  by  Wni.  J.  Blake,  1849,     As  this  IkwIc  also  prints  a  spurious  "  Defence 

to  Andr6,  this  item  may  be  taken  with  reservation,  as  also  that  alxjut  the  coat. 

3  I  am  indebted  for  this  to  Mr.  Charles  L.  Austin,  of  Mahopac  Falls. 
^  The  inscriptions  are : 

North  side. — Here  repose  the  mortal  remains  of  John  PAi;r.DiNG,  who  died  on  the  i8th  day  of 
February,  1818,  in  the  6oth  year  of  his  a^e. 

South. — The  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York  erected  this  tomb  as  a  memorial  sacred  to  public 
gratitude. 

West. — On  the  morning  of  the  2 jd  of  September,  1 7.S0,  accompanie<l  by  two  young  fanners  of  the 
County  of  Westchester  (whose  names  will  one  ilay  be  recorded  on  their  own  deserved  monuments),  be 
intercepted  the  British  spy,  Andr^. 

Poor  himself,  he  disdained  to  acquire  wealth  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  country.  Rejecting  the 
temptation  of  great  rewards,  he  conveyed  his  prisoner  to  the  American  camp ;  and  by  this  act  of  noble 
self-denial  the  treason  of  Arnold  was  detected ;  the  designs  of  the  Enemy  liafflcd,  West  Point  and  the 
American  Array  saved ;  and  these  United  States,  now  by  the  grace  of  God  Free  and  Independent,  rescued 
from  most  imminent  peril. 

On  the  East  side  is  a  representation  of  the  medal  presented  by  Congress  to  each  of  the  three  captors. 
Van  Wart's  monument  in  the  cemetery  of  the  old  Presbyterian  church,  at  l-.lmsford,  in  the  town  of  Green- 
burgh,  is  similar.     In  1876  a  monument  was  erected  to  Williams  at  Old  Fort,  Scholiarie  County. 


so 

In  the  triangle  tliiis  formcci  stands  the  dwelling  known  as  the  Hollnian 
house  (tlie  name  of  its  1780  occnpant  being  nnknown).  It  is  shaded  b}'  hnge 
trees,  seemingly  old  enongh  to  have  witnessed  the  scenes  we  are  considering. 

The  sqnadron  here  made  a  second  halt,  and  Andre  entered  the  right-hand 
room,  according  to  tradition.  The  honse  is  said  to  date  from  1750,  that  is,  the 
right-hand  part,  which,  as  shown,  is  clearly  the  original  building.  Just  across 
t!ie  road  is  the  brick  dwelling  known  as  the  Van  Cortland  mansion  house,  built  in 
1773,  and  which  Washington  occupied  for  a  brief  period  in  1777.  Here  occurred 
tlic  incident  of  Smith  and  Webb's  valise.'  The  halt  was  probably  brief,  and  the 
S(|uadron  went  on  again  by  the  road  over  Gallows  Hill,  where  Putnam  hanged 
ICilmund  Palmer,  the  spj',  in  1777,  to  Continental  Village,  over  another  hill  to 
the  old  Gay  place,  down  Iron  Rock  Hill  to  the  gate  near  the  old  Nelson  place"' 
(then  known  as  Mandeville's),  turned  into  and  down  Beverly  Lane  to  the 
Robinson  House,"  arriving  just  at  dawn  of  Tuesday,  the  twenty-sixth. 

'  See  patje  14. 

John  Webb,  ymuiKer  brother  of  vSamuel  B.  Webli,  was  born  at  WethersfieW,  Conn.,  February  iS   I7sq  ami 

(licil.Vpril  iS,  1S2H. 
He  was  Lieutenant  in  the  Second  Dragoons  —  Sheldon's  —  in  January,  1777,  and  Captain  a  year  later.  He  was 
present  at  the  l)attle  of  .Springfield,  N.  J.  (17X0),  as  Aid  to  General  Greene,  ni  17S1  he  wiis  Aid  and 
Secretary  to  General  Rol)ert  Howe.  He  served  tlirraiKhout  the  Revolution,  and  was  one  of  the  ori(,'inal 
members  of  the  Cincinnati.  After  the  war  he  removed  to  Georgia,  where  he  engaged  in  business  in 
C.aniileii  County,  where  he  became  Colonel  of  the  militia.  Reluming  to  Connecticut  be  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  there.  In  a  letter  to  one  of  his  sons,  he  s.'iys :  "  I  got  the  rhcumatisin  for  my  seven 
years'  service  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  that  is  all  I  got !  " 
lor  the  ])(irtrait,  and  these  particulars  of  1,  life,  I  am  indebted  to  his  great-grandson,  Henry  Randall  Webb, 
Ivs(j.,  of  Washington. 

2  (*,arrison's  was  then  called  Nelson's  I'oint.     1  ijUote  Judge  Dykmau's  words. 

a  This  interesting  Imililiiig  ^va5  burnt  in  [Ncj),  and  many  valuable  relic.-,  with  it.  I'or  my  two  illustrations  I  am 
indebted  to  Mr.  II.  A.  Wright,  of  Springfield,  Mass,  They  are  taken  from  ]irobably  the  last  photographs 
made  of  it. 


St.  Petkk's  Chltrch,  North  Peekskili:.. 

Built  1767. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Robinson   House  to  Tappan — Suspense. 

Uncertainty  ! 
Fell  (lemon  of  our  fears  !     The  liuinaii  soul, 
That  can  supimrt  desijair,  sujiports  not  thee. — MAr.LF.T. — Afitstapha. 
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'HE  historic  dwelling  in  which  Arnold  had  had  his  head- 
quarters since  August,  when  he  assumed  coinnmiid  of  the 
West  Point  district,  was  built  about  1750,  and  was  one  of 
\f°*^^^~''^y'  ^'"^  landmarks  of  the  region.  It  stood  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
'■-V  "  "Z--'''  Hudson,  one-quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  water's  edge,  and  two 
oFncBKs  iHiTos.       miles  below  and  southeast  of  West  Point  itself.     Its  builder  and 

MTllBHlTltjIIKEUIUENT.  .,  t-.  i  t^      i    •  r  1 

♦  •  occupar/t  until  1776  fi^as  Beverly  •Robinson,  a  man  of  note  and 
wealth,  and  Washington's  personal  friend  until  the  Revolution  separated  them. 
He  removed  to  New  York  and  raised  a  regiment,  known  as  the  "  Loyal  Americans," 
for  the  British  cause.  The  confiscation  of  his  property  followed,  and  was  the 
prime  cause  of  the  correspondence  with  Arnold  which  has  beeu  noted.  By  a 
singular  and  sinister  coincidence  his  regiment  formed  part  of  Arnold's  force, 
almost  exactly  a  year  later,  when  the  traitor  captured  Fort  Griswold,  butchered 
many  of  its  garrison,  and  burnt  New  London.  Robinson  left  for  England  with 
the  British  at  the  end  of  the  war,  and  never  returned.' 

After  his  long  night  ride  of  thirty  miles,  added  to  the  fatiguing  experiences 
of  the  two  preceding  days,  Andre  must  have  been  thoroughly  wearied,  besides 
being  probably  wet  from  the  heavy  rain.  Though  Smith  was  also  in  the  house, 
they  did  not  meet.  There  is  some  variance  between  the  different  accounts  as  to 
the  events  of  Tuesday,  but  most  agree  that — at  least  until  evening — the  day 
passed  quietly  for  both  the  prisoners.  It  was  doubtless  a  welcome  rest  for  each 
of  them.     That  day  Washington  notified  Congress  of  the  events  of  the  preceding 

four  days,  in  this  characteri;       despatch : 

Robiii.son'.s  House,  in  the 

Highlands,  September  26. 
To  the  President  of  Congress  : 

Sir, — I  have  the  lionor  to  inform  Congres.*;  that  I  arrived  here  j'esterday  at  about 
twelve  o'clock  on  my  return  from  Hartford.  Some  hours  previous  to  my  arrival  General 
Arnold  weiU  from  his  quarters,  which  were  this  place,  and,  as  it  was  supiiosed,  over  the 

tit  is  believed  Robinson  knew  of  Arnold's  plan  even  before  Clinton  did.  He  had,  about  tlie  15th  September, 
written  to  Arnold,  enclosing  a  letter  for  Piitnani.  about  his  estate,  and  the  traitor  sent  the  letter  we  have 
already  noticed  on  page  5  to  the  Viilliirc  ojienly,  under  a  flag  of  \.racK.— I. ossiiig. 
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river  to  tlie  K^irrisdii  at  West  Point,  wliitliL-r  I  proceeded  myself,  in  order  to  visit  the  post. 
I  foun<l  General  Arnold  had  not  lieen  there  during  the  day,  and  on  my  return  to  his 
i|Uarters  he  was  still  absent.  In  the  meantime  a  packet  had  arrived  from  Lient.  Col. 
Jame.son,  announcing  the  capture  of  a  John  Anderson  who  was  endeavoring  to  go  to  New 
York  with  several  interesting  and  iniix)rtant  pa]x;rs,  all  in  the  handwriting  of  General 
Arnold.  This  was  also  accomixinied  with  a  letter  from  the  prisoner,  avowing  him.self  to  Ije 
Major  John  Andre,  Adjutant  to  the  Briti.sh  army,  relating  the  manner  of  his  capture,  and 
endeavoring  to  show  that  he  did  not  come  under  the  description  of  a  spy.  From  these 
several  circumstances,  and  information  that  the  General  seemed  to  be  thrown  into  some 
degree  of  agitation,  on  receiving  a  letter  a  little  time  before  he  went  from  his  quarters,  I 
was  led  to  conclude  innnediately  that  he  had  heard  of  Major  Audre'.s  captivity,  and  that  he 
w(juld,  if  [tossible,  escai>e  to  the  enemy,  and  accordingly  took  such  measures  as  appeared 
the  most  probalile  to  apprehend  him.  But  he  had  embarked  in  a  barge  and  proceeded 
down  the  river,  under  a  flag,  to  the  Vullurc  ship  of  war,  which  lay  at  some  miles  Ijelow 
Stony  and  Ver])lank's  Points.  He  wrote  me  a  letter  after  he  got  ou  board.  Major  Andrd 
is  not  arrived  yet,  but  I  hope  he  is  secure,  and  that  he  will  lie  here  to-day. 

I  have  Ix'cn  and  am  taking  precautions  which  I  trust  will  prove  eflfectnal,  to  prevent 
the  imiwrtant  consequences  which  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  General  Arnold  was  intended 
to  pro<luce.  I  do  not  know  the  party  that  took»  Major  Andr^,  but  it  is  said  thai  it 
consisted  only  of  a  few  militia,  who  acted  in  such  a  manner  upon  the  occasion,  as  does 
them  the  highest  honor,  and  proves  them  to  be  men  of  great  virtue.  As  soon  as  I  know 
their  names,  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  them  to  Congress.  I  have  taken  such 
measures  with  respect  to  the  gentlemen  of  General  Arnold's  family,'  as  prudence  dictated  ; 
but,  from  everything  that  has  hitherto  come  to  my  knowledge,  I  have  the  greatest  reason 
to  believe  they  are  perfectly  innocent.  I  early  secured  Joshua  H.  Smith,  the  person 
mentioned  in  the  clo.se  of  General  Arnold's  letter,  and  find  him  to  have  had  considerable 
share  in  this  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. , 

Though  Washington  and  hi.s  staff  were  occupying  the  Robinson  House, 
tlie  Chief  avoided  seeing  Andre.'"'  By  Wednesday  morning,  the  twenty-seventh, 
the  I'ltZ/nn',  with  Arnold  aboard,  had  reached  New  York,  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
knew  of  the  complete  failure  of  his  plans  and  the  capture  of  his  favorite.  The 
same  day,  Jameson  wrote  to  Washington  a  regretful  letter,''  in  which  it  is  not 
hard  to  recognize  the  self-reproach  of  an  honorable  man  who  finds  he  has  made  an 
extraordinary  error : 

Sept.  27. 

*  *  *  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  wrote   to  General  Arnold.     I   did  not  think  of  a 

Driti.sh  ship  being  up  the  river,  and  expected  that,  if  he  was  the  man  he  has  since  turned 

out  to  be,  he  would  come  down  to  the  troops  in  this  quarter,  in  which  case  I  should  have 

secured  him. 

In  the  evening  of  Tuesday  Andre  and  Smith  met,  as  they  were  escorted  to 

a  boat  which  was  to  take  them  to  West  Point.     Smith  says  he  himself  was  under 

'  Colonel  Vnrick  and  M.ijor  Franks.     Roth  were  pnt  under  arrest,  and  on  November  2(1  tried  by  court  martial. 
Both  were  acciuiUed  of  complicity  with  Arnold,  or  knowledge  of  his  plans. 

-'  II  is  a  singular  fact,  for  which  Tallniadge  is  authority,  that  he  never  saw  him  at  all,  living  or  dead. 

■1  This  was  taken  to  Washington  by  Paulding. 


t-  i 


X 


X     ■- 


X_    - 


o 


O,' 


I 


X 


^    c 


w 


-     n 


o 

O 


a 

OS 


53 


charge  of  "  Captain   vSlieppard,'"  of   the    New   Jersey  Continentals.     TallnindRe 
refused  to  allow  any  coininunication  between  the  prisoners. 

Though  all  Wednesday  was  spent  at  West  Point,  no  authority  has 
heretofore  decided  the  place  of  Andre's  confinement,  I  am  now  able  to  state 
positively  that  it  was  Fort  Putnam.'  The  officer  in  charge  of  liim  was  the  same 
whom  we  shall  meet  later  at  Tappau  —  Captain  Ebcnezer  vSmitli,  Thirteenth 
Massachusetts  —  and  the  statement  was  made  by  him  to  his  son,  David — himself 
a  patriot  soldier  the  last  year  of  the  war  —  (who  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-six, 
dying  in  1862)  and  whose  grandson,  Dr.  H.  Lyle 
Smith,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  is  my  informant,  he  having 
received  the  details  from  David. 

This  explains  how  Andre  was  able,  the  next 
day,  to  minutely  describe  to  Tallmadge,  as  the  boat  left 
West  Point  (or  possibly  Beverly  Dock),  how  he  had 
expected  to  ascend  the  steep  height  "  at  the  he.id  of  a 
body  of  picked  troops." — (Tallmadgc's  Memoirs.) 

Smith  says  he  himself  was  imprisoned  in  the 
provost-marshal's  hut,  and  was  there  visited  by  the 
"  Rev.  Mr.  Mason,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman  of  New 
York.'" 

That  day  Washington  thus  wrote  to  Greene, 
at  Tappan : 

I  have  concluded  to  send  to  camp  to-morrow  Major  Andre,  of  tlic  British  army,  and 
Mr.  Joshna  H.  Smith,  who  has  had  a  great  hand  in  carrying  on  the  liusincss  between  him 
and  Arnold.  They  will  Ix;  under  an  e.scort  of  horse,  and  I  wish  yor  to  have  separate 
houses  in  camp  ready  for  their  reception,  in  which  they  niay  be  kept  ix.'rfectly  !>ecure  ;  and 
al-so  strong,  trusty  guards,  trebly  officered,  that  a  part  may  I)e  constantly  in  the  ro<im  with 
them.  They  have  not  teen  permitted  to  be  together,  and  nui.st  \x  still  kept  apart.  I 
would  wish  the  room  for  Mr.  Andr6  to  be  a  decent  one,  and  that  he  may  1«;  treated  with 
civility,  but  that  he  may  l)e  so  guarded  as  to  preclude  a  possibility  of  his  escaping,  which 
he  will  certainly  attempt  to  effect,  if  it  shall  seem  practicable  in  the  mo.st  distant  degree. 
Smith  nui.st  also  be  carefully  .secured  and  not  treated  with  asperity. 


>w  e^A4'0\ 


I  This  was  First  Lieutenant  Samuel  Shippard,  of  the  I'irst  New  Jersey  (Colonel  Dayton).     I  reRrct  not  being 
able  to  secure  any  detailed  information  about  him. 

■I  I  am  indebted  to  Judge  J.  O.  Dykman  for  a  very  interestiiij/  letter  addressed  to  him  in  1887  by  the  late  William 
D.  Garrison,  of  the  Grand  Union  Hotel,  New  York.  The  writer  says :  "  I  well  remember  the  cell 
(casemate)  in  Fort  Putnam,  on  the  arch  of  which  appeared  Andrd's  name.  It  was  the  northerly  cell 
looking  east,  and  had  an  inside  dark  cell.  The  larger  (outsi<le)  cell  had  a  fireplace,  and  a  grated  opening 
looking;  east.  On  the  north  side  of  this  cell  (on  the  arch  or  roof)  was,  in  letters  nearly  three  feet  high, 
done  with  a  burnt  stick  or  charcoal,  Major  ANDRft.  The  lime  had  struck  through  from  the  mortar,  so  as 
to  cover  the  inscription,  and  it  would  not  have  been  seen  unless  attention  were  drawn  to  it.  This  was 
prior  to  1858  or  '59,  when  the  cell  was  demolished  to  build  a  battery  on  North  Dock.*' 
(Mr.  Garri.son  was  a  native  of  the  village  of  Garrison's,  opposite  West  I*oint,  and  entirely  familiar  with  the 
scenes  of  West  Point  itself.  Yet,  since  receipt  of  the  letter,  I  have  had  an  interview  with  Colonel  P.  S. 
Michie,  the  veteran  Professor  of  Mathematics  at  West  Point,  .vho  says  none  of  the  casemates  have  ever 
been  destroyed.     Mr.  Garrison  may  have  stated  this  particular  point  from  hearsay.) 

3  This  was  Rev.  John  Mason,  page  54. 
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Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  twenty-eighth,  both 
prisoners  were  taken  by  boat  to  Stony  Point  —  the  King's  Ferry  landing.  They 
were  in  separate  boats,  and  Major  Tallmadge  commanded  the  party. 

The  sight  of  the  place  where  he  had  crossed  as  a  free  man,  only  the 
previous  Friday,  must  have  caused  Andrd  the  most  painful  reflections,  intensified 
by  the  conversation  while  in  the  boat,  which  Tallmadge  records.  On  the  way 
down  Andrd  had  pointed  out  the  precise  spot  where  he  was  to  have  landed,  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  picked  troops,  if  all  had  gone  well  with  the  conspiracy.'  In  the 
ensuing  conversation  he  pressed  Tallmadge  for  an  opinion  as  to  Lis  fate.  The 
latter  at  first  avoided  a  direct  reply,  but  finally  referred  to  the  fate  of  Nathan 
Hale,  who  had  been  his  classmate  at  Yale  College.  "  But  you  surely  do  not 
consider  his  case  and  mine  alike?"  "  Yes,  precisely  similar,  and  similar  will  be 
your  fate,"  prophetically  replied  Tallmadge — and  the  solemn  warning  had  its 
natural  effect  on  the  spirits  of  his  companion,  though  he  seems  not  to  have  fully 
believed  it,  for  Tallmadge  has  left  on  record :  "  I  never  discovered  any  fear 
respecting  his  future  destiny  before  I  reached  Tappan.'" 

Crossing  the  road  from  Grassy  Poini,  near  what  is  now  the  Stony  Point 
post-office,-  the  dragoon  escort,''  with  Smith  in  the  van  and  Andre  in  the  rear, 
passed  by  Smith's  house^  to  the  next  corner.  Thence  by  the  right-hand  road, 
through  or  near  what  is  now  Garnerville,  then  a  southwest  course  around  Long 
Clove  mountain  to  a  point  called  the  Clove,  but  originally  known  as  Kakiat,  and 
now  as  Hempstead,'^  at  the  house  (or  tavern)  of  John  Coe.'     It  stands  opposite 

»  This  was  Rev.  John  Hason,  D.  D.,  the  first  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Cedar  Street,  New  York, 

afterward  kiiowti  as  the  Scotch  Church,  and  now  situated  far  uptown. 
He  was  born  in  .Scotland  in  1734.  and  died  in  New  York  in  1792,  but  the  New  Jersey  records  show  that  be  was 

appointed  to  the  army  from  that  State.     He  was  a  trustee  of  Princeton  College,  and  many  years  chaplain  of 

the  St.  Andrew's  Society  of  New  York, 
tic  was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  Third  ( Gansevoort's)  New  York  Continentals,  November  21,  1776,  and  later 

was  made  chaplain  to  the  posts  alonp  the  Ilud.son.     West  Point  seems  to  have  been  his  residence  in  1780. 

He  was  adverse  to  havinjj  his  portrait  taken,  and  the  only  one  known  to  exist,  from  which  that  on  page  55 

is  made,  was  made  by  Kosciuszko  while  the  Doctor  was  at  a  public  dinner.     ( It  will  be  .seen  he  holds 

a  glass  in  one  hand. )     It  has  never  liefore  been  ]niblished.  and  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  John  Mason  Knox,  of 

New  York,  for  its  use. 
.Smith  speaks  of  the  Doctor  as  "  that  truly  good  old  man,"  and  adds  that  he  himself  was  visited  that  day  by 

many  inquisitive  people,  and  that  Major  Tallmadge  displayed  uncommon  kindness  in  his  treatment  of  him. 

'  Some  historians  hi  ve  rpicried  as  to  what  Andr^  did  during  the  time  he  was  at  .Smith's  —  between  breakfast  and 
dinner,  or  dinner  and  the  lime  of  his  leaving  —  and  have  '.K-lieved  the  absurd  story  that  Arnold  took 
him  to  We.st  Point ;  but  the  whole  business  may  he  dismissed  by  remembering  that  he  could  not  possibly 
have  had  time  to  go  there,  and  return  to  Smith's,  by  sunset.  The  other  inherent  impossibilities  need  not 
detain  us. 

2  Dykman. 

"  A  large  escort  had  been  sent  from  Tappan. 

■*  One  authority  says  Tallmadge  allowed  Smith  to  stop  there  for  a  while.  It  may  here  be  noted,  as  a  singular 
instance  of  the  way  in  which  families  were  divided  bv  the  Revolution,  that  Tallmadge  and  Smith  were 
second  cousins  —  the  Major  being  grandson  of  Rev.  John  Smith,  Joshua  Hett's  uncle,  whose  daughter 
Susanna  married  Rev.  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  of  Rrookhaven,  I^ong  Island. 

f'  The  station  on  the  New  Jersey  and  New  York  railroad  is  Summit  Park,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  west. 

«  John  Coe  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Ilaverstraw  militia.  He  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Provincial  Congress 
in  tT;^.  and  Judge  of  Orange  County  1775-7S,  and  a  member  of  the  New  York  As.seuil)ly  from  177X  to  17.S0. 
In  1776-77  he  was  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Orange  County  Committee  of  Safety. 
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tte  "  English "  (PresbyterianV  church,  about  ten  miles  west  of  the  Hudson. 
Here  a  halt  was  made  for  dinner,  guards  and  pickets  being  posted  around 
meanwhile. 

The  house — now  very  shabby — stands  close  to  the  highway,  unfenced. 
There  are  but  few  houses  near — I  do  not  recall  any  in  sight — and  in  1780  the 
place  must  have  been  very  lonely,  although,  as  two  roads  cross,  it  was  doubtless 
a  fit  site  for  a  house  of  public  entertainment."  Never  since  that  time  has  it 
received  a  visitor  of  equal  historic  importance  with  him  who  was  the  centre  of 
attraction  that  September  Thursday.  As  shown  in  our  view,  it  is  probably 
larger  than  in  1780,  and  is  somewhat  modernized,  but  the  dining-room  is 
probably  very  little  changed,  barring  the  substitution  of  carpet  for  bare  floor 
and  wall-paper  for  paint.  The  room,  which  is  on  the  left  of  the  entrance,  is  not 
large,  and  must  have  been  well  filled  by  the  diners — probably  seven  or  eight, 
besides  Major  Tallmadge.  It  is  remarkable  that  of  this  occasion,  the  only  one 
during  his  whole  experience  (up  to  this  time)  when  the  prisoner  could  have  been 
in  the  company  of  so  many  American  officers,  no  recollection  or  reminiscence  has 
been  handed  down  from  any  of  them.  In  fact,  with  the  exception  of  Tallmadge's, 
no  names  of  any  of  them  have  been  preserved.  Dinner  being  over,  Andre  for  the 
first  time  referred  to  the  undignified  appearance  he  felt  he  must  present,  in  the 
borrowed  coat,  which  Lieutenant  King  had  before  noticed  as  shabby.  On  this, 
Tallmadge  promptly  offered  the  loan  of  the  dragoon  cloak  he  was  wearing,  which 
was  accepted  after  a  little  hesitation.  (The  light-blue  cloak  Andre  wore  up  to  the 
time  of  capture  seems  to  have  disappeared,  as  King  does  not  mention  it  at 
South  Salem.)  The  march  was  resumed,  towards  what  is  now  New  City,  the 
present  County  seat,  by  the  road  extending  almost  due  east  from  Coe's.  If  it 
was  then  as  now  it  was  extremely  picturesque,  bordered  by  woodland  for  a  long 
distance,  and  crossing  two  or  three  pretty  brooks,  which  make  a  charmingly 
diversified  landscape.  The  stranger  who  to-day  visits  the  interior  of  Rockland 
County  is  impressed  by  the  exceedingly  quiet  and  secluded  aspect  it  presents. 
Although  traversed  by  three  railroads  it  is  difficult  to  realize  it  is  so  near  crowded 
cities  and  the  great  highway  of  the  Hudson  River,  and  the  modern  settlements 
on  the  east  bank.  The  population  is  still  very  largely  descended  from  the 
original  Dutch  settlers,  and  very  many  of  the  patronymics  of  the  Revolution 
are  still  common.  "  Turning  to  the  right,  they  passed  over  the  road  leading 
south  to  the  highway  near  the  comer  of  the  road  where  the  present  railroad 
crosses  the  same,  then  wheeling  to  the  left,  they  went  nearly  east,  crossing  a 
small  stream,  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Hackensack  River.  Continuing  on  to 
the    Four   Comers  they   turned    to   the   right   and    passed   through   Clarkstown. 

1  So  called,  apparently,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  Dutch  (Reformed)  Church. 
'  It  is  commonly  referred  to,  in  contemporary  records,  as  Coe's  "  Tavern." 
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I'nrsuinjr  the  road  south  from  Clarkstowii  to  the  point  where  it  is  crossed  by  the 
railroad,  they  crossed  the  Ilackensack  and  continued  on  the  road  now  crossed 
by  tlic  railroad  near  the  bridge,  then  south  again  over  another  point  crossed  by 
the  railroad,  then  over  a  small  stream  east  of  what  is  now  Blauveltville  they 
continued  south  in  a  direct  road  to  Tappan.'" 

>  Dykman. 


The  Cok  Tavkrn,  Hhmpstead,  Rockland  County. 

The  Dining  Rwnn, 


CHAPTER  V. 


At  Tappan — Death. 


Ttae  nrlglntl  V.  s. 
Army  BiiItuQ. 


And  die  willi  decency. — Otway — Venice  Preserved,  Act  t.,  sc.  3. 

,  N  ;iirival,  Smith  was  put  in  the  church,  while  his  com- 
panion in  misfortune  was  taken  to  the  stone  tavern  of 
Casparus  (Jasper)  Mabie.  This  is  still  standing,  though 
built  in  1755.  It  was  for  many  years  —  and  up  to  about  1857 — 
a  noted  house  of  entertainment,  and  is  a  two-story  edifice,  about 
50x40,  built  of  large  grey  stone  blocks,  the  corners  of  rough  brown- 
stone.  Had  the  roof  been  slate,  the  place  might  still  be  habitable. 
As  it  is,  the  mossy  roof  has  collapsed  and  the  elements  are  working  havoc  with  the 
interior,  which  has  been  closed  to  visitors  for  many  years.'  The  tall  weeds  grow 
rampantly  around  it,  and  it.s  aspect 
is  forlorn  in  the  extreme.  The 
owner  admitted  me  by  a  rear  door, 
and  showed  me  over  the  building. 
In  1800  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Philip  Dubey,  who  owned  it  in 
1818,  wher  Captain  Alden  Part- 
ndge,  U.  »S.  A.,  who  was  Superiu- 
ten  ';nt  of  West  Point  in  1816-17, 
visited  it.  His  account  has  some 
professional  details  of  interest : 

Andre's  room  is  18  feet  tyi 
inches,  by  1 1  feet  7^  inches,  and  7 
feet  5  inches  high.  There  is  but  one 
window,  in  the  west  wall,  and  one 
door,  in  the  ..juth. 

Since    then    the    two    rear 
rooms  have  been  made  into  one, 
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Plan  of  thb  Mabis  Tavern  as  in  1780. 

From  Maisatine  0/  American  Histoty,  by  permission. 
The  "  Ball-room  "  was  enlarged  in  1848  hy  taking  down  the  par- 
tition, at  matked.    The  "  Unr-room  "  was  used  by  General  Greene 
as  his  headquarters'  office. 


For  the  interesting  relic  from  which  the  sketch  heading  tliis  chapter  was  made,  one  of  the  Continentals'  buttons 
of  the  Revolution,  I  am  indebted,  as  I  am  also  for  the  three  "  AndriJ  regiment "  buttons  heading  Chapters 
II.,  III.,  and  IV.,  to  Mr.  William  L.  Calver,  of  New  York,  who  has  a  large  and  varied  collection  of  such, 
found  chiefly  on  the  sites  of  the  British  camps  on  the  ridge  forming  the  north  end  of  New  York  City,  just 
below  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek.  It  may  here  be  noted  that  the  Massachusetts  troops  did  not  wear  this  button, 
but  a  State  one. 
1  This  was  written  in  1897  —  since  when  the  house  hai  been  opened. 
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the  sordid  owner  of  1848  making  a  ballroom  of  them,  and  boasting  to  lyossing  of 

liaving  received  "a  whole  dollar"  for  the  lock  of  the  door. 

The  street  door  of  the  building  is  the  same  as  opened  to  adnv't  the  man 
whose  brief  sojourn  within  was  to  make  the  house  famous;  but  tue  window- 
shutters  are  modern,  or  the  modernity  of  about  1830.  The  piazza  was  originally 
the  orthodox  Dutch  stoop,  of  just  sufficient  length  for  a  seat  on  each  side,  and 
six  steps'  to  the  ground.  No  other  building  can  boast  of  more  historic  interest 
for  the  satne  period  than  can  this  plain,  heavy  Dutch  tavern.  Almost,  if  not 
quite,  every  general  officer  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army  (and  possibly  Washington 
also)  was  a  visitor  to  it  while  it  was  Greene's  headquarters,  during  the  autumn  of 
T  780.  The  Commander  in  Chief  was  the  only  exception  during  the  momentotis 
five  days  we  are  considering. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  neither  our 
patriotic  societies  nor  the  Rockland  County  Historical 
Society  feel  able  to  buy  and  maintain  it.  A  few 
more  years,  at  most,  will  reduce  it  to  ruins.'  The 
old  Dutch  church,  in  which  both  prisoners  were 
tried,  stood  at  the  head  of  the  street,  but  was  de- 
molished in  1786,  to  make  way  for  a  larger,  which 
in  turn  gave  place  (1836)  to  a  third,  the  present 
structure,  which  is  on  the  original  site.  The  o>.'y 
known  representation  of  the  first  church  is  on  t  seal, 
from  which  was  made  the  cut  given  here. 

The  worthy  Dutchmen  of  1780''  knew  not  the 
fame  their  sleepy  village  was  to  acquire  from  that 
September  week,  or  surely  the  quaint  old  sanctuary  would  have  been  carefully 
preserved. 

The  order,  issued  by  Colonel  Alexander  Scammell,''  Adjutant  General,  to 


The  Old  Dutch  Church,  Tappan,  n.  Y. 

(Demolished  1786.) 

The  prison  of  J[oshua  Hett  Smith,  ntul  place 

of  trial  of  Major  Andr6. 


I  Van  Dyk. 

^  Just  as  this  was  written  (November,  1897,)  the  news  arrived  tliat  a  heavy  gale  had  blown  down  part  of  it. 
Shortly  afterwards  it  was  sold  to  a  purchaser  who  repaired  the  damage,  but  proposes  to  degrade  the 
building  by  opening  it  as  a  saloon.    Stc  transit  gloria  —  revolutionensis ! 

•>  Tappan  is  still  very  Dutch.  Hundreds  who  speak  the  tongue  still  live  within  a  radius  of  five  miles  from  the 
church.  To  niy  great  regret  I  have  been  unable  lo  trace  a  painting — -known  to  exist  in  1897  —  of  the  trial 
itself.  It  is  the  only  one  of  the  scene,  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  will  be  grateful  to  any  reader  who  can  put 
me  on  its  track. 

*  Alexander  Scamniell  was  bom  in  Mendon  (now  Milford)  Massachusetts,  in  1744,  and  died  at  Williamsburg, 
Virginia,  October  6,  1781.  Graduated  from  Harvard  in  1769,  he  taught  school,  surveyed  land,  and  studied 
law  until  tiie  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  where  he  served  with  credit.  His  patriotism  had  before  this  been 
manifested  by  his  participation  in  Sullivan's  capture  of  Fort  William  and  Mary,  at  Newcastle,  N.  H., 
December  14,  1774,  where  he  personally  pulled  clown  the  British  flag.  He  accompanied  Sullivan  on  the 
Canada  expedition,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Lonjj  Island,  but  soon  exchanged.  He  crossed 
the  Delaware  in  the  same  boat  with  Washington,  on  the  expedition  to  Trenton,  was  with  him  at  Princeton, 
and  was  in  command  of  the  First  New  Hampshire  battalion  when  ordered  to  raise  another  regiment,  the 
Third,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  Colonel.  He  served  with  credit  at  Saratoga,  though  wounded  a  few 
days  before.  In  1778  he  was  promoted  to  be  Adjutant  General  of  the  army,  and  of  his  conduct  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth  Washington  said  afterwards:  "he  was  the  man  who  inspired  us  all  to  do  our  full  duty." 
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the  officers  of  Andr6's  special  guard,  was  an  ainplification  of  Washington's  letter 
to  Greene  on  the  suhject  (given  on  page  53); 

MnJDf  Aiidrd,  the  prisoner  uiulcr  yimr  ki"""*!.  '•■*  "<>t  ""b'  «"  "nTa-fr  of  (listimtioii  in 

the  Brilisli  nriny,  Init  n  ninii  of  iiirniitc  artfulness,  luul  nilclress,  wlio  will  leave  no  means 

nnattenipted  to  make  his  cscajK''  and  avoid  tlie  ignominious  death  whieh  awaits  him.     You 

are  therefore,  in  addition  to  your  sentries,'  to  keep  two  officers  constantly  in  tile  r(X)m  with 

liim,   with   their  swords  drawn,   whilst   the  other  officers  who  are  out  of   the   r(K>m  are 

constantly  to  keej)  walking  the  entry  and  round  the  sentries,  to  see  that  they  are  alert.' 

Washington  arrived  at  Tappan  on  the  same  day  as  tlie  prisoners,  and  made 

liis  lieadquartcrs  at  the  house  of  John  De  Windt,  on  the  road  directly  cast  of  the 

Mabie  tavern,  and  about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  distant.     It  is  still  standing,  in  good 

condition,  but  its  north  side  is  entirely  transformed  l)y  tlie  addition  of  a  wooden 

front.     From    it   he   issued   an   order  convening  a   Court  of  Inquiry*    to  which 

Andre's  ca.se  was  referred,  and  which  met  the  ne.xt  day.     The  order  reads : 

Gentlemen, — Major  Andrd,  Adjutant  to  the  British  army,  will  lie  hrought  before 
you  for  examination.  He  came  within  our  lines  in  the  iiiKht,  on  an  inten-iew  with  Major 
General  Arnold,  and  in  an  a.ssnmcd  character,  and  was  taken  within  onr  lines  in  a 
disgni.sed  habit,  with  a  jiass  under  a  feigned  name,  and  with  the  enclosed  pa|KTS  concealed 
\\\Mm  his  (K^rson.  After  a  careful  examination,  you  will  l)e  pleased  as  s|)eedily  as  (lossible, 
to  rejxjrt  a  precise  statement  of  his  c.i.se,  together  with  your  opinion  of  the  light  in  which 
he  ought  to  Ix-  considered,  and  the  jienalty  which  ought  to  Ix;  inflicted.  The  Judge- 
Advocate  will  attend  to  assi.st  in  the  examin.ition,  who  has  sundry  other  papers  relative  to 
this  matter,  which  he  will  lay  l)efore  the  Ijoard. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  oliedicnt,  humble  servant, 

Gkokgk  Washington. 
The  Board  was  thus  constituted : 

General  Greene,  President. 

James  Clinton, 


Lord  Stirling, 
Lafayette, 
vSteuben, 
vSt.  Clair, 
Rol)ert  Howe, 


Major  Generals. 


Clover, 

Hand, 

Huntington, 

Knox," 

Parsons,' 

Paterson , 

vStark, 


Brigadier  Generals. 


Oti  September  yj,  1781,  while  rec<ninuiteriiij^  at  Vorktown,  lie  wa.s  stirpri.sed  l>y  two  Hesstnii  officers,  tiiade. 
prisoner,  and  wotuuletl  after  his  surrender  (Dr.  Thatiicr,  who  attended  hiiti,  so  states).  At  Washington's 
request,  Cornwallis  allowed  him  to  be  removed  to  Willianisbnrjj:  for  treatment.  There  he  died  and  was 
buried,  a  tablet  beinj;  erccle<i  to  his  memory.  Dr.  Matthew  Thornton,  the  member  of  ConKre.s.s  whose 
signature  was  the  la.st  affixed  to  the  Declaration  of  Imlej)endence,  wrote  a  dirgi-  on  hearing  of  his  death, 
which  may  be  found  in  an  interesting  sketch  of  Colonel  Kcanuneirs  life,  by  William  <).  Clough,  in  the 
(iiani/f  Jifoiithly,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  September,  1892.  The  portrait  I  give  is  taken  from  that  in  the  New 
Hampshire  Representatives'  Hall,  Concord. 

1  This  couciu.sion  was  natural,  but  hardly  warranted  by  Andre's  conduct.     He  never  seems  to  have  had  any  idea 

of  escape. 

2  There  were  six  con.stantly  on  po.st. 

^  The  guard  outside  the  house  consisted  of  a  captain,  five  subalterns,  and  forty  rank  and  file. — Moniiiaii. 

*  Commonly  known  as  the  Board  of  General  Officers. 

s    The  omission  of  Wavne  has  been  remarked  by  all  historians.     Sparks,  in  :8.M.  asked  Tallmadge  the  reason, 

and  got  the  incisive  reply  :  "  None  durst  ask  him  (Washington)  the  reason  why  A.  was  appointed  and  11. 

omitted."    Johnson  (Li/e  of  Greene)  says  Wayne  declined.        •  It  is  of  interest,  '  Was  Parsons,  page  60. 
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Jolin  Laurance  was  Judge  Advocate.'  At  tlic  same  time  a  Court  was 
convened  to  try  Smitli.  It  consisted  of  a  number  of  line  officers,  mostly  of 
Connecticut  regiments,  witli  Colonel  Henry  Jackson,  .-jixtcenth  Massachusetts,  as 
president. 

As  before  noticed,  .Smith  was  acquitted,  after  the  case  had  dragged  along 
with  frequent  ])ostponemcnts  for  four  weeks  from  September  thirtieth.  The 
report  of  the  case  is  interesting.  Smith,  realizing  his  danger  and  able  to  see  from 
his  window,  if  he  cared  to,  the  gallows  erected  for  his  unforiunate  companion, 
conducted  his  own  defence  with  a  degree  of  courage  which  compels  admiration. 
He  cross-examined  every  witness  (of  whom  he  complains  Hamilton  and  Lafayette 
were  unjust  to  him)  and  won.  His  liberty,  however,  was  brief,  as  he  was  soon 
arrested  bj-  the  civil  organization  styled  "  Commissioners  of  Conspiracj',"'  taken 
to  Cioshen,  and  imprisoned  until  May  22,  17S1,  when  he  escaped  to  New  York." 

While  iinpri.soned,  Andre  was  visited  bj-  a  number  of  general  oFi'^er.'-,  and 
was  treated  with  the  utmost  consideratioti  —  in  marked  contrast  to  th"-  reati  -^ 
of  Nathan  Hale  by  Howe  in    1777.     He  was    allowed    to  write  to  C  .iiton'^  and 


•  U  is  of  interest  to  note  tliat  Knox  iiad  met  Andr^  before,  at  the  capture  of  St.  J(»lnrs.  in  1775.  Knox 
was  of  the    'ctorions  force,  ami  allowed  .*\ndr^  to  .share  his  quarters  for  a  ni^ht. 

"  Was  Parsons  at  that  very  time  holdiuR  treasonable  relations  with  Clinton?  The  (|ncsti(>n  is  one  requiring 
more  space  for  fliscussion  than  T  can  jrive  it,  but  I  do  not  credit  it.  \  very  full  alul  interesting  paper  on 
the  sniijcct,  by  Congressman  Cieorpe  B.  I.orinp,  of  .Salem,  Mass.,  will  be  found  in  the  J/aj^a-ifir  of 
Amfrioju  History. 

'  John  Laurance  (1750-1.S10)  was  an  ICn^lislnnan,  born  in  Cornwall.  He  was  afterwards  a  judge  of  the  New 
^'ork  District  Court,  a  mend)cr  of  the  first  I'ederal  Congress,  and  of  the  Senate  (1796-1S00).  He  held  the 
rank  of  Ci»lonel  in  the  Continental  .■\rmy.     His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  (leneral  Alexander  McDnugall. 

2  .Anxiety  li.'ul  undermined  his  wife's  he.dth,  and  she  was  unable  to  accompany  him  when  he  left  New  York  with 
the  Ilritish  troops,  in  November,  \^'^i,  hut  died  there  January  i,  1784.  .\t  the  time  of  his  departure  he 
owiu'd  No.  7  William  Street,  which  was  sold  by  his  order  in  December.  He  lived  in  I.otulon,  receiving  a 
small  jiension  from  the  Ilritish  Crown  —  6s.  a  day,  in  17S3-4 ;  it  had  been  |l  per  day  while  in  New  York  - 
until  1801,  when  he  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  (as  I  am  informed  by  an  old  resident)  opened  a 
school  in  his  old  hou.se  in  Haver.straw.  Public  opinion,  however,  was  against  him,  and  he  soon  withdrew, 
went  SoutI%  then  returned  to  P^ngland,  where  he  seems  to  have  lived  at  Sheptou  Mallet,  Somerset.shire. 
In  i.SnS  he  puhli.shed  his  celebrated  lx)ok  :  "  An  .\uthentic  Narrative  of  the  Causes  which  led  to  the  death 
of  .Major  John  Andr^."  It  was  reprinted  in  New  York  the  next  year,  and  attracted  general  attention,  as 
all  three  of  Andr(^'s  captors,  and  most  of  those  who  had  witnes.srd  his  death,  were  .still  alive.  In  spite  of 
the  geiu'rally  unfavorable  opinion  which  liistorians  have  entertjuned  of  it,  I  {as  noted  elsewhere)  can  but 
think  its  statements  credible  on  minf)r  points.  He  married  a  second  time,  whether  while  living  in  England 
or  in  the  South  is  not  detemiinable.  though  the  lady's  name,  .'\iina  Middleton,  is  common  in  South 
Carolina,  By  his  will,  dated  December  31,  i8r7,  and  proved  in  New  York.  October  i,5,  iSi.S,  he  gives  her 
an  estate  in  Shepton  Mallet.  He  returned  to  New  York,  some  time  after  180S,  and  died  there  Octi  ber  10, 
iSi.S.  He  was  buried  in  a  vault  of  either  the  Middle  or  North  Dutch  Church,  New  York, 
The  portrait  given  is  the  only  known  one  of  him,  and  is  owned  by  a  private  collector  in  New  York.  It 
has  never  been  copied  before.  Trumbull  met  Smith  in  I  mdon,  and  the  portrait  is  enilor.sed  in  his  hand- 
writing :  "Joshua  H.  .Smith,  who  was  a  very  smart  (?)  man.  Arnold  and  Andr^  met  in  his  House,  I  met 
him  in  England,  1808,  and  after  in  N,  York,  and  were  the  best  of  friends,     J.  T." 

''  .  Tappan,  Sep     iq. 

His  Excellency 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.,  etc. 

Sir, — Your  ICxcellency  is  doubtless  already  apprised  of  the  nuiniier  in  which  I  was  taken,  and 
possible  of  the  serious  light  in  which  my  conduct  is  considered  and  the  rigorous  determination  that  is 
impending. 

I'ndir  these  circumstances,  I  have  obtained  General  Wa.shington's  permission  to  send  you  this 
letter  ;  the  object  of  \,hich  is  to  remove  from  your  breast  any  suspicion  that  I  could  imagine  I  was  bound 
by  your  Excellency'.s  (jiilers  to  expose  myself  to  what  has  happened.  The  events  of  coming  within  an 
Knemv's  i«>sts.  and  of  changing  my  dress,  which  led  me  to  my  present  situation,  were  contrarv  to  my  own 
intention,  as  tl  cy  were  to  your  orders;  and  tlie  circuitous' route  which  I  took  to  return  was  imposed 
(perhaps  unavoidably)  without  alternative,  upon  me. 


Q^^^^^fPz^^-^^ 
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FROM  THE  ORIGINAL  BV  TRUMBULL.      Or  PEflMISBION  OF  THE  NEW  YOflK  MISTOHICAL  SOCIETV. 
(signature  from  THE  EMMET  COLLECTION.) 
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others  in  New  York,  and  to  have  his  servant,'  Peter  Laune,  co«ie  thence  witli 
cUnliing  for  his  use,  on  Friday,  the  twenty-ninth,  A  surgeon,  Dr.  Nathaniel 
Gardiner,  First  New  Hampshire  Continentals,  was  detailed  to  attend  him.' 

On  his  examination  by  the  Board  Andre  made  the  explicit  statement : 

That  the  boat  in  which  he  came  ashore  carried  no  flag, 
lu  reply  to  the  question  whether  he  considered  himself    under   the  pro- 
tection of  a  flag,  he  replied  : 

That  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  .so  consider ;  and  that  if  he  had  he  certainly 
might  have  returned  under  it,'  adding  :  I  leave  them  (his  detailed  statements,  as  given  in 
the  Appendix)  to  operate  with  the  Board,  jx;rsuaded  that  you  will  do  me  justice. 
After  he  had  been  returned  to  his  prison^  he  remarked : 

I  foresee  my  fate,  and  though  I  pretend  not  to  play  the  hero  or  to  \>c  indifferent 
alxjut  life,  yet  I  am  reconciled  to  whatever  may  hapiien,  con.scious  that  niisfortinic,  not 
g'lilt,  will  have  brought  it  upon  me. 

Regarding  his  treatment  by  the  Board,  he  said ; 

I  flatter  myself  that  I  have  never  been   illiberal,  but  if  there  were  any  remains  of 
prejudice  in  my  mind,  my  present  experience  mu.st  obliterate  them. 
The  Board  deliberated,  but   it  was  obvious  that  they  could  come   to  but 
one  decision,"  and  accordingly  reported  : 

I  am  perfectly  traiu|uil  in  luiiitl,  and  prepared  for  any  fate,  to  which  an  honest  zeal  for  my  King's 
sei  vice  may  have  devoted  me.  In  addre.ssing  mv.self  to  your  Excellency  on  this  occasion,  the  force  of  all 
my  ohligations  to  you,  and  of  the  attachment  and  gratitude  I  bear  you.  recurs  to  me.  With  all  the  warmth 
of  my  heart  I  give  you  thanks  for  vour  Excellency's  profuse  kindness  to  me,  and  I  send  you  the  most 
earnest  wishes  for  your  welfare  v*iiich  a  faithful,  aflfectionate  and  respectful  attendant  can  frame, 

I  have  a  mother  and  three  sisters,  to  whom  the  value  of  my  commi.ssion  would  be  an  object,  as  the 
loss  of  Grenada  has  nmch  affected  their  income.  It  is  needless  to  be  more  explicit  on  this  subject ;  I  htu 
persuaded  of  your  Excellency's  goodness. 

I  receive  the  greatest  attention  from  his  excellency  General  Washington,  and  from  every  person 
inider  who.se  charge  I  hapi>en  to  be  placed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  lie,  with  the  most  affectionate  attachment,  your  Excellency's  most  obediint 
and  most  humble  servant, 

John  .\NnRn, 

Adjutanl-Cieneral. 
'  Two  .servp  "dYS. 

2  Nathnnli  ler  was  son  of  Colonel  .Abraham  Oaidiner.  of  Gardiner's  Island    Long  Island.  N.  Y.     He  was 

born  J.  ly  ii,  I7,S9.  and  dierl  March  25,  1804.  (_)n  the  2.Sth  June,  17S0,  he  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the 
First  New  Hampshire,  which  appointment  he  resigned  December  17,  1782,  He  was  several  times  a  member 
of  the  New  York  Legislature,  and,  after  1790,  resided  in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Gardiner,  Thompson  and  Co,,  shippuig  merchants. 
A  singular  coincidence  nuiy  be  noticed  i!i  this  connection.  In  1776,  the  British  had  posses.sion  of  the  east  eml 
of  Long  Island,  and  Andrt?  was  quartered  in  the  Ganliner  horse,  Dr,  Gardiner  had  ventured  to  return  for 
a  secret  visit  to  bis  home,  .Andre  afterwards  told  his  fatlicr  that  he  had  known  of  his  presence,  but  ,is  ho 
had  not  actually  met  him,  had  forborne  to  have  him  ai  rcstecl.  as  would  have  otherwise  been  his  duty  to 
do.  On  leavinj^  I{ast  Hampton,  Andre  presented  Cohmel  Gardiner  witii  a  wine  glass  in  exchange  for  one 
of  the  Colonel's  which  he  look  with  him.  The  glass  is  still  preserved  by  the  family,  who  have  also  kindly 
furnished  me  with  the  portrait  and  autograjih  of  the  Doctor. 
•I  Lafayette  told  Sparks  that  Greene  asked  the  prisoner  :  "  When  you  lauded,  dirl  you  ccjnsider  yourself  acting  as 

a  British  officer,  or  as  a  private  individual  ?  "     "  As  a  Hriti.sii  officer,"  was  the  unhesitating  reply, 
<  During  the  trial  he  wore  the  clolhesin  which  he  h.id  been  captured,  but  on  its  tertnin,Uion  he  resumed  his  uniform- 
■>  Lafayette  told  Sparks  that  Greene  alone  wished  to  hang  him.     He  contended  that  the  laws  of  war  required  that 
a  spy  be  hung  ;    the  adoption  of  any  less  rigorous  mode  of  punishment  wtnild   '-xcite  the   belief  that 
palfiatorv  circumstances  existed  in  the  case  of  .Andre,  and  the  decision  might  thereby  be  brought  into 
question!     He  carried  bis  point  with  the  others  of  the  Board.— C'(i;ii'(;«  (and  L.  M.  Sargent  t. 
This,  however,  is  evidently  a  mistake.     Witness  Steuben's  words ;    'It  is  not  possible  to  save  him.     He  put 
us    to    no    proof,   but '  in    an   open,    manly   manner  confesseil  i?verything  mit  a  premeilitated  design  to 
deceive.*' — Kapp's  /,i/e  0/ otcitbt'u. 
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The   Board  of  General   Officers  appointed   to    examine   into   the   case  of    Major 
Andr^  report : 

ist.  That  he  came  on  shore  from   the  ViiUurc  sloop  of  war  in  the  night  of  the 

2 1  St  Septcmter  last,   on   an   enterprise  with   General   Arnold,   in  a  private 

and  secret  manner. 

2d.  That  he  changed  his  dress  within  our  lines,  and  under  a  feigned  name  and  in 

a  disguised  habit   pas.sed   our   works  at  Stony   and   Verplank's  Points  the 

evening  of  the  22d  September  last,  and  was  taken  the  morning  of  the  23d 

September  last,  at  Tarrytown,  in  a  di.sgui.sed  habit,  being  then  on  his  way 

to  New  York,  and  when  taken   he   had    in   his    pos,session   several   pai)ers 

which  contained  Intelligence  for  the  Enemy. 

The  Board  having  maturely  considered  these  facts,  do  also  rcixjrt  to  his  Excellency 

General  Washington,  That  Major  Andre  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  spy  from  the  enemy, 

and  that  agreeably  to  the  law  and  usage  of  nations,  it  is  their  opinion  he  ought  to  suffer  death. 

The  report  and  finding  were  thus  approved : 

Headquarters,  Tappan,  Sept.  30,  1780. 
The  Connnander  in  Chief  approves  of  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  general  officers 
respecting    Major   Andre,    and   orders  that   the   execution   of    Major   Andre   take    place 
to-morrow  at  five  o'clock  P.  M.' 


4^'^£,irv/f  «;^$^-»«^^f-7 


Captain  Ebenezer  Smith,  of  tlie  Tljirleetilh  Ma.ssachu8etts,  commanded  the  execution  guard  for  this  day,  and 
lia.s  left  on  record  a  graphic  picture  whicli  shows  Andr^  not  to  have  been  unmoved  by  the  sentence  :  "Tlie 
agony  of  his  mind  as  he  walked  the  room  was  most  distressing,  and  it  seemed  to  me  thai  his  very  flesh 
crawled  upon  his  (rones." 
•  The  order  jrostponing  the  execution  arrived  before  five,  to  the  Captain's  great  relief.  Tlie  next  morning  he 
was  a  witness  to  the  tears  of  Laune,  Andre's  servant. — Sparks,  Am,  Whi;?  Review,  Vol.  V. 
I-'rom  Judge  Dykman  I  have  received  the  following  interesting  item,  the  aathority  for  v  hich  he  is  unable  to 
name,  on*  which  it  may  be  legitimately  surmised  from  Captain  Smith's  statement,  nmst  have  been  himself, 
fir  one  of  the  otliei  officers  on  guard  that  night :  During  the  night  previous  to  his  death,  Andr^  said  ;  "  I 
am  in  a  deplorable  state  :  just  about  to  be  launched  into  the  presence  of  my  God." 

Ebenezer  Smith  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  January  — ,   1764. 

and  died  in  New  Marlborough,  M.issachuselts,  September  — ,  1816. 
In  1775  he  was  living  in  New  Marlborough.  When  the  "  Lexington  Alarm" 
was  sounded,  within  two  hours  of  the  news,  his  company  of  Minute  Men 
assembled,  and  the  next  day  they  marched  for  Boston  and  lought  at 
"unker  Hill.  He  was  commissioned  Ensign,  and  soon  after  Captain.  From  that  time  on  he  was  in  service, 
only  retiring  when  peace  was  established  in  1783,  when  he  was  the  oldes't  captain  of  the  Massachusetts  Line, 
llnring  his  whole  service  —  eight  years,  eight  months  and  nine  days  —  he  was  on  furlough  only  six  months. 
.•\t  Ticonderoga,  Monmouth,  Long  Islaml,  Saratoga,  Valley  Forge,  in  Rhode  Island,  his  regiments  (Thir- 
teenth and  Sixth  Massachusetts)  were  in  the  front  rank.  They  froze  at  Valley  Forge  (where  for  two  days 
his  sole  food  was  an  old  beef-lrone,  pounded  and  boiled)  and  parched  a':  Monmouth,  where,  nearly  dying  of 
heat  and  thirst,  he  bore  off  the  field  one  of  his  wounded  sergeants,  and  where  his  own  life  was  saved  from  a 
British  dragoon  by  a  comrade.  His  witness  to  the  fearful  heat  of  that  day  was  his  description  to  his  son, 
David,  (himself  a  soldier  at  sixteen,)  of  counting  nine  British  soldiers,  lying  close  beside  a  .spring,  without 
a  wound  on  any  of  them,  all  dead  from  the  heat.  He  was  stationed  at  West  Point  when  Andr^  was  brought 
there,  and  his  .son  is  the  authority  for  the  positive  statement  receiveii  from  the  Captain,  that  Andr^  was 
uniier  his  charge  in  old  Fort  Putnam.  He  went  to  Tapjian,  and  being  an  especial  favorite  with  Washington 
(at  whose  request  he  thrice  withdrew  his  offered  resignation  from  the  army),  was  again  his  guard  there. 
Neither  he,  his  widow  nor  any  of  his  children  ever  asked  or  recei\'ed  a  pension,  nor  were  any  of  the 
family  repaid  the  losses  he  sustained  by  the  depreciation  of  Continental  money  in  wliich  he  was  paid. 
■■\  ])roof  of  Washington's  confidence  in  him  appears  from  this  incident,  told  by  his  son  to  his  grandson,  the 
late  E.  Goodrich  Smith,  of  Washington  :  The  evening  of  October  1st  the  Chief  sent  for  Captain  Smith,  and 
warned  him  thai  he  was  fearful  lest  the  food  or  drink  which  might  be  offered  him  that  night,  be  drugged, 
in  order  to  make  Andrew's  escape  possible  ;  adding,  "Treachery  is  all  around  me,  and  I  hardly  know  whom 
to  trust,  but  I  know  I  can  trust  you  —  you  must  mount  guard  over  him  to-night."  "  My  life  shall  answer 
for  his  safely,"  was  Smith's  reply,  and  he  did  not  leave  Andrd  tha;  ni^ht.  After  hostilities  ended.  Captain 
•Smith  was  a  meriber  of  the  Mas.sachusetts  Legislature,  and  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Cincinnati. 
He  was  a  man  of  exemplary  religious  life,  and  universally  honored  by  all  who  knew  him. 
(Though  I  have  given  more  space  to  the  record  of  this  officer,  and  to  those  of  some  others,  than  their  com- 
paratively slight  connection  with  Andrd  might  seem  to  require,  they  present  such  remarkable  instances  of 
endurance  and  patriotic  service  that  nothing  less  extensive  could  pretend  to  do  tnem  justice.  It  was  by 
the  devotion  of  such  men  that  our  Republic  was  made  a  poiisibility. ) 


?1.  'D. 
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That  same  day  he  wrote  Clinton  in  snch  terms  as  effectually  prevented 
any  repetition  of  the  latter's  ridiculous  "  flag  of  truce "  plea,  to  which  Andre's 
own  explicit  testimony  had  just  given  its  quietus  : 

Head  Quarters, 

Septcmlier  30. 
Sir, — In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  26th  instai  l,  wliicli  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  Major  Andrd  was  taken  under  such  circum- 
stances as  would  have  justified  the  most  sununary  proceedings  against  him.  I  determined, 
however,  to  refer  his  case  to  the  examination  and  decision  of  a  Hoard  of  General  Officers, 
who  have  reported  ou  his  free  and  voluntary  confession  and  letters. — (Here  follows  the 
sentence:  "That  he  came  on  shore  from  the  I'tillnre,"  etc.,  as  on  page  62,  and  the 
finding  of  the  Board. ) 

From  these  proceedings  it  is  evideiU  that  Major  Andrd  was  employed  in  the 
execution  of  measures  very  foreign  to  the  objects  of  flags  of  truce,  and  such  as  they  wre 
never  meant  to  authorize  or  countenance  in  the  mast  distant  degree  ;  and  this  geiUlenian 
confes.4ed,  with  the  greatest  candor,  in  the  course  of  his  examination:  "That  it  was 
impo.ssible  for  him  to  suppose  he  came  on  shore  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc.,  etc., 

G.  Washincton. 
(With  this  was  enclosed  Andre's  letter  to  Clinton.) 

That  day  the  Chief  received  a  letter  from  an  officer  high  in  Clinton's 
confidence,  and  at  the  time  Commandant  of  New  York : 

New  York,  29th  September,  1780. 
Sir, — Persuaded  that  you  are  inclined  rather  to  promote  than  to  prevent  the 
civilities  and  acts  of  humanity  which  the  rules  of  war  permit  between  civilized  nations,  I 
find  no  difficulty  in  representing  to  you,  that  several  letters  and  meisages  sent  from  here 
have  been  disregarded,  are  unanswered,  and  the  flags  of  truce  that  carried  them,  detained. 
As  I  ever  have  treated  all  flags  of  truce  with  civility  and  respect,  I  have  a  right  to  hope 
that  you  will  order  my  complaint  to  be  inmiediately  redre.s.sed.  Major  Andrd,  who 
visited  an  officer  commanding  in  a  district,  at  his  own  desire,  and  acted  in  every 
circunustauce  agreeable  to  his  direction,  I  find  is  i.tained  a  prisoner;  my  friendship  for 
him  leads  me  to  fear  he  may  suffer  some  inconvenience  for  want  of  nece.ssaries  ;  I  wish  to 
be  allowed  to  .send  him  a  few,  and  I  .shall  take  it  as  a  favor  if  you  will  be  pleased  to 
permit  his  servant  to  deliver  them. 

In  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  absence  it  liecomes  a  part  of  my  duty  to  make  this 
representation  and  reovest. 

I  am,  etc.,  etc.,  etc., 

James  Robertson, 

Lieut.  General. 
It  is  remarkable  that  a  man  holding  such  an  office  as  Washington's  found 
time  to  write  —  frequently  with  his  own  hand  —  as  o'^ten  and  at  as  much  length 
as  he  did.     The  prompt  reply  to  Robertson  is  an  instance : 

Tappan,  September  30,  1780. 
Sir, — I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  agtli.     Any  delay   which    may  have 
attended  your  flags,  has  proceeded  from  accident,     iid  the  peculiar  circum.stances  of  the 
occasion  —  not  from   intontio        neglect   or  violation.     The   letter   that   admitted  of  an 
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answer,  has  received  one  ns  earlj'  as  it  could  !)e  g^iven  with  propriety,  transmitted  by  a 
flag  this  nu)rnin}>:.     As  to  messages,  I  am  uninformed  of  any  that  have  been  sent. 

The  neces.saries  for  Major  Andrd  will  be  delivered  to  him,'  agreeable  to  your  request. 

I  am,  Sir,  etc.,  etc., 

Georgk  Washington. 

That  night  the  prisoner  made  a  sketch  of  the  Hudson,  showing  Smith 
and  himself  going  ashore  from  the  Vulture,  and  also  one  of  West  Point  from  the 
river,'  and  gave  them  to  Laune  to  take  to  New  York.  The  guard  officer  who  was 
constantly  in  the  room  with  him,  told  Dr.  Thacher  that  when  the  sentence  and 
the  hour  fixed  —  noon  —  were  announced  to  him'' he  received  the  news  without 
emotion,  merely  replying :  "  I  avow  no  guilt,  but  am  reconciled  to  my  fate." 
"While  all  present  were  oppressed  with  silent  gloom,  he  retained  a  firm 
countenance,  with  calmness  and  composure  of  mind."^ 

It  is  not  clear  who  hinted  to  him  that  he  might  suggest  to  Clinton  to 
surrender  Arnold,  but  the  suggestion  was  instantly  repelled.' 

But  his  friends  were  not  idle.     Thacher  records  : 

October  i .  I  went  this  afternoon  to  witness  the  execution  —  a  large  concourse  of 
people  had  assembled  and  the  gallows  was  erected,  but  a  flag  of  truce  arrived  from  Clinton, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  execution  is  postponed  till  to-morrow  ac  noon. 

The  suggestion  about  Arnold  was  carried  further.  Captain  Aaron  Ogden, 
of  Lafayette's  light  infantry  corps,  was  sent  on  the  preceding  day  —  September 
thirtieth  —  to  Paulus  Hook — now  Jersey  City  —  with  a  package  of  papers  for 
Clinton.  This  contained  an  ofiBcial  account  of  the  trial,  the  report  of  the  Board, 
and  a  letter  from  Andre.  Ogden,  following  his  orders,  communicated  to  the 
commander  at  Paulus  Hook,  where  he  spent  the  night,  his  belief  that  Andre 
might  be  saved  by  the  surrender  of  Arnold."  This  was  instantly  transmitted  to 
Clinton,  but,  as  might  have  been  expected  under  the  circumstances,  he  refused  to 
entertain  the  idea.  Ogden  reached  Tappan  again  on  the  morning  of  October 
first,'  accompanied  by  a  British  flag  of  truce  bearing  this  letter  from  Clinton  : 

1  Thai  (lay  Tallmadge  wrote  to  Colonel  Wehh,  who  was  out  on  parole,  either  at  Flathush  or  Wethersfield :  "  I 

never  saw  a  man,  whose  fate  I  foresaw,  whom  I  so  sincerely  pitied.  Though  he  knows  his  fate,  he  seems 
to  be  as  cheerful  as  if  he  were  going  v    an  asseinhly." 

2  Anburey      Of  the  second  sketch  I  can  ^\\\i   .  -^  trace,  but  the  other,  which  was  alK)ut  12x7  inches,  was  sent  to 

New  '.'ork,  and  engraved  in  mezzotint.  lie  self-control  which  would  enable  a  man  within  a  day  of  death 
to  sketch  with  sucli  ease  and  dexterity,  h^s  no  parallel  in  history  so  far  as  I  know. 

^  Two  (iflicers  caire  the  first  day  for  the  puqTO.se,  one  being  Major  Robert  Burnet,  Aid  to  Greene.  While  the  other 
is  not  named,  it  was  proKably  Scammell.  Major  Burnet  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  original  members  of 
the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  dying  in  Newburgh  in  itS54. 

^  This  may  have  been  on  the  morning  of  October  second.  The  various  authorities  differ  about  events  of  the 
two  days. 

1  Hamilton  wrote  on  tliis  point :  "The  moment  he  had  been  guilty  of  so  much  frailty  I  should  have  ceased  to 
esteem  him.  It  was  proposed  to  me  to  suggest  it,  but  I  knew  I  should  have  forfeited  his  esteem  by  doing 
it,  and  therefore  declined  it.     As  a  man  of  honor  he  could  not  but  reject  it." 

•  A  very  interesting  but  indefinite  stalemen*  is  made  by  some  aut*iorities,  on  the  strength  of  statements  by  some 
unnamed  British  officers,  on  their  return  to  England,  after  the  war,  that  Arnold  offered  to  go  to  the 
American  camp  and  surrender  himself  for  Andre.  Clinton's  reply  is  said  to  have  been  :  "  Your  offer,  Sir, 
does  you  great  honor,  but  if  Andr(!  were  my  own  brother,  I  could  not  consent  to  it."  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  so  interesting;  an  item  is  not  definite  enough  to  be  available  as  history.  "  That  night,  p«ge  65. 
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New  York,  vScpt.  ,in,  1780. 
Sir, — From  your  Kxcelleticy's  letter  of  this  d.ito  I  am  ]i<.'r.suaili.il  the  Hoard  of 
General  oflicers,  to  whom  you  rcferrtnl  the  case  of  Major  Aiulre,  can't  have  Uvii  rightly 
iuformwl  of  all  the  circiuiistances  on  which  a  jiulKinent  oti^lit  to  1k'  formed.  I  think  it  of 
the  highest  ntomcnt  to  luimanity  that  your  I'lxcellency  should  he  |Krfectly  a])i)ri/.ed  of  the 
state  of  this  matter,  before  you  proceed  to  put  that  judgment  in  execution. 

Kor  this  reason  I  shall  send  His  ICxcelleuey  Lieut.  General  Roliert.son,  and  two 
other  gentlemen,  to  give  you  a  true  state  {si'i)  of  facts,  and  to  declare  to  von  my 
sentiments  and  resolution.  They  will  set  out  to-morrow  ns  early  as  the  wind  and  tide 
will  permit,  and  will  wait  near  Dobbs's  ferry  for  your  permission  and  .safe  conduct,  to 
meet  your  Excellency,  or  such  persons  as  you  may  appoint,  to  converse  with  them  on 
this  subject. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc. ,  etc. , 

H.  Cli.nton. 
P.  S.    The  Hon.   Andrew  KUiot,   lisq.,  Lieut.   Governor,   and  the   Hon.   William 
Smith,    Chief    ju.stice  of    this    province,    will    attend    His    ICxcellency    Lieut.    Geiier.il 
Robertson. 

H.  C. 
His  Excellency 

General  Wa.shiugton. 

The  execution  was  consequently  postponed  until  the  next  daj'  —  October 
second' — and  Robertson,  Elliot  and  Smith  arrived  in  a  flag  vessel  —  tlie  schooner 
Greyhound.  Robertson  alone,  as  a  soldier,  was  allowed  to  land,  and  met  Greene, 
as  Washington's  representative,  who  forestalled  any  lengthy  discussion  by  saying, 
"  Let  us  understand  our  position  :  I  meet  you  only  as  a  private  gentleman,  not  as 
an  officer,  for  the  case  of  an  acknowledged  spy  admits  of  no  discussion."  As 
nothing  was  produced  which  Greene  deemed  material  to  the  point,  Robertson 
proposed  that  Rochambeau  and  Knyphausen  should  be  appointed  a  committee  to 
decide.  This  was  naturally  refused,  and  then,  apparently  as  a  last  resort, 
Robertson  produced  a  letter  from  Arnold,  addressed  to  Washington : 

New  York,  October  i,  1780. 

Sir, — The  polite  attention  shown  by  your  Excellency  and  the  Gentlemen  of  your 
family  to  Mrs.  Arnold,  when  in  di.stress,  demands  my  grateful  acknowledgment  and 
thanks,  which  I  l^eg  leave  to  present. 

From  your  Excellency's  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  I  find  a  Board  of  General 
officers  have  given  it  as  their  opinion  that  Major  Andrd  comes  under  the  description  of  a 
spy.     My  good  opinion  of  the  candor  and  justice  of  those  Gentlemen  leads  mc  to  believe 

7  That  night,  Andre's  sister,  in  England,  dreamed  of  his  arrest  and  execution.    The  story  is  told  at  lengtli  in 

AuiswortIV s  Magazine^  but  has  since  been  denied  in  Noies  and  Queries, 
1  On  the  same  day  Arnold's  resignation  of  his  commission  was  received  by  Washington  ; 

New  York,  October  I,  1780. 
Sir, — I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  consider  myself  no  longer  acting  under 
the  commission  of  Congress.     Their  last  to  me  being  among  my  papers  at  West-point,  you.  Sir,  will  make 
such  use  of  it  as  you  tlunk  proper. 

At  the  same  time,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  excellency  that  my  attachment  to  the  true  interest  of 
my  country  is  invariable,  and  that  I  am  actuated  by  the  same  principle  which  has  ever  been  the  governing 
rule  of  my  conduct,  in  this  unhappy  contest. 

1  have  the  luiiiour,  ftc,  etc., 

B.  Arnold. 
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that  if  tliey  had  Ix-cn  iiiadu  fully  acquainted  with  every  circumstance  relating  to  Major 
AndriJ,  that  llicy  would  by  no  means  have  considered  him  in  the  light  of  a  spy,  or  even  of 
a  jjfisoner  In  justice  to  him,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  declare,  that  he  came  from  on  board 
the  Vullure  at  my  particular  r-jquest,  by  a  flag  sent  on  purpose  for  him  by  Joshua  Smith, 
Ivscj.,  who  had  ijemiission  to  go  to  Dobbs's  ferry  to  carry  letters,  and  for  other  purposes 
not  mentioned,  and  to  return.  This  was  done  as  a  blind  to  the  spy-boats  ;  Mr.  Smith  at 
the  .same  time  had  my  private  directions  to  go  on  Ixjard  the  Vullure,  and  bring  on  shore 
Colonel  Robinson  or  Mr.  John  Anderson,  which  is  the  name  I  had  requested  Major  Andr6 
to  assume.  At  the  same  time  I  desired  Mr.  Smith  to  inform  him,  'hat  he  should  have  my 
jjrotection,  and  a  safe  passixjrt  to  return  in  the  .same  boat,  as  soon  as  our  business  was 
completed.  As  several  accidents  intervened  to  prevent  l;is  being  sent  on  board,  I  gave 
him  my  passport  to  return  by  land.  Major  Andri  came  on  shore  in  his  uniform  (without 
disguise)  which  with  much  reluctance,  at  my  particular  and  pressing  instance,  he 
exchanged  for  another  Coat.  I  furnished  him  with  a  horse  and  saddle,  and  pointed  out 
the  route  by  which  he  was  to  return,  and  as  commanding  officer  in  the  department,  I  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  transact  all  these  matters ;  which  if  wrong.  Major  Andr^  ought  by 
no  means  to  suffer  for  them. 

Hut  if,  after  this  just  and  candid  representation  of  Major  Andre's  case,  the  Board 
of  General  officers  adhere  to  their  former  opinion,  I  shall  suppose  it  dictated  by  pa.ssion 
and  resentment ;  and  if  that  Gentleman  .should  suffer  the  sever'ty  of  their  sentence,  I  shall 
think  myself  bound  by  every  tie  of  duty  and  honour  to  retaliate  on  such  unhappy  persons 
of  your  army  as  may  fall  within  ray  power,  that  the  respect  due  to  flags,  and  to  the  law  of 
nations  may  te  better  understood  and  observed.  I  have  further  to  observe,  that  forty 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  have  justly  forfeited  their  lives,  which  have 
hitherto  been  spared  by  the  clemency  of  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  cannot 
in  justice  extend  his  mercy  to  them  any  longer,  if  Major  Andr6  suffers  ;  which  in  all 
I)robability  will  open  a  scene  of  blood  at  which  lunnanity  will  revolt. 

Suffer  me  to  entreat  your  Kxcellency,  for  your  own  and  the  honour  of  humanity, 
and  the  love  you  have  of  justice,  that  you  suffer  not  an  unjust  sentence  to  touch  the  life 
of  Major  Andrd. 

But  if  this  warning  be  disregarded,  and  he  suffer,  I  call  heaven  and  earth  to 
witness,  that  your  Excellency  will  be  justly  answerable  for  the  torrent  of  blood  that  may 
be  spilt  in  consequence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc. ,  etc. , 

B.  Arnold. 
His  Excellency 

General  Washington. 

Surely  a  more  remarkable  jumble  of  brazen  avowal  of  treason,  pleading, 
threats  and  hypocrisy,  was  never  written  —  and  this  by  the  man  who  had  attacked 
Quebec,  saved  the  day  at  .Saratoga,  nearly  captured  Tryon  at  Danbury  (Compo), 
saved  from  want  the  children  of  Warren,  and  for  five  years  been  intimately 
associated  with  the  very  men  he  now  declares  to  be  "actuated  by  passion  or 
resentment!" 

If  he  rcnlly  expected  it  to  help  Andre,  he  was  singularly  deficient  in 
knowledge  of  the  man  he  addressed.'    Sparks  well  says:  "It  is  hardly  possible  that 

>  Sargent  thinks  it  did  not  reach  Washington  until  after  the  execution. 
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it  could  have  been  read  by  Clititon,  although  written  at  his  request  with  a  view 
of  operating  on  the  judgment  and  clemency  of  Washington."  Marbois  says 
Greene  contemptuously  let  it  fall  on  the  ground  at  Robertson's  feet.  Notwith- 
standing, the  shrewd  Scotchman  told  him  he  would  stay  aboard  the  Greyhound 
all  night,  and  expressed  his  hope  that  Andre  would  be  released  the  next  day,  or 
at  any  rate  saved  from  death,  on  Greene's  statement  to  his  chief  of  Robertson's 
arguments.  The  sincerity  of  his  belief,  unfounded  as  it  was,  appears  in  the 
letter  he  wrote  Clinton  that  very  day.*  While  these  efforts  were  making  to  save 
him,  Andre,  recalling  Tallmadge's  warning  of  his  fate,  wrote  to  Washington  the 
letter  which  N.  P.  Willis  afterwards  paraphrased  in  verse, ^  and  which  remains  to 
this  day  a  model  of  manly  feeling,'*  tersely  and  forcibly  expressed  by  one  who, 
feeling  himself  within  one  day  of  death,  was  yet  only  solicitous  about  its  mode : 

1  Off  Dobbs'  Ferry, 

I  October. 

Sir,— On  coming  to  anchor  here,  I  sent  Murray  on  shore,  who  soon  returned  with  notice  that  General 
Green  was  ready  to  meet  me,  but  would  not  admit  a  conference  with  the  other  two  j^entlemeii. 

I  paid  my  compliments  to  his  character,  and  expressed  the  satisfaction  I  had  in  treating;  with  hini  in 
the  cause  of  my  friend,  the  two  armies,  and  Imnianity.  He  said  he  could  not  treat  with  me  as  an  ofiiccr  — 
that  Mr.  Washington  had  permitted  him  to  meet  me  as  a  gentleman,  but  the  case  of  an  acknowledj^ed  spy 
admitted  no  opportunity  of  discussion.  I  said  that  a  knowledge  of  facts  was  necessary  to  direct  a  General's 
judgment ;  that  in  whatever  character  I  was  (received)  I  hoped  he  would  represent  what  I  said  canilidly  to 
Mr.  Washington.  I  laid  before  him  the  facts  and  Arnold's  assertion  of  Mr.  Andre's  being  under  a  flag  of 
truce  and  disguised  by  his  order.  He  showed  me  a  low-spirited  letter  of  Andrd's  saying  that  he  had  not 
landed  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  lamenting  his  being  taken  in  a  mean  disguise.  He  expresses  this  in 
language  that  admits  it  to  be  criminal.  I  told  him  that  Andr^  stated  facts  with  truth,  but  reasoned  ill 
upon  tncm  ;  that  whether  a  flag  was  flying  or  not,  was  of  no  moment.  He  landed  and  acted  as  directed 
by  their  General.     He  said  they  would  believe  Andr6  in  preference  to  Arnold.  *  *  *  * 

Green  said  one  thing  would  satisfy  them  —  they  expected  if  Andr^  was  set  free,  Arnold  should  be 
given  up.  This  I  answered  with  a  look  only  which  threw  Green  into  confusion.  I  am  persuaded  Andr6 
will  not  be  hurt. 

Believe  me,  Sir,  etc.,  etc.,  etc., 

Jamks  Rorkrtson. 
(The  omitted  portions  correspond  with  the  general  narrative,  hence  are  omitted  as  repetitions. )     His  assertion 
about  surrendering  Arnold  is  almost  certainly  pure  invention.     Greene  repelled  his  intimation  that  Lieut. 
Governor  Gadsden  and  other  South  Carolina  prisoners  might  be  retaliated  upon. 

2  Willis  wrote  : 

U  is  not  the  fear  of  death 

That  damps  my  brow  ; 
U  is  not  for  another  breath 

I  ask  thee  now. 
I  can  die  with  a  lip  unstirred 

And  a  quiet  heart  — 
Let  but  this  prayer  be  heard 

Ere  i  depart. 

I  can  give  up  my  mother's  look  — 

My  sister's  kiss ; 
I  can  think  of  love — ^yet  brook 

A  death  like  this  ! 
I  can  give  up  th'  young  fame 

I  burn*d  to  win  ; 
All  —  but  the  spotless  name 

I  glory  in.  ,  ' 

Thine  is  the  power  to  give, 

Thine  to  deny  ; 
Joy  for  the  hour  I  live. 

Calmness  to  die. 
Py  all  the  brave  should  cherish, 

By  my  dying  breath, 
I  ask  that  I  may  perish 

By  a  soldier's  death.  '  Sargent  says,  page  68. 
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October  i. 
Sir, — niinyed  above  the  terror  of  death  by  the  consciousness  of  a  life  devoted  to 
hotunirabk-  pursuits,  and  stained  with  no  action  that  can  give  me  remorse,  I  trust  that  the 
rc<|ncst  I  make  to  your  excellency  at  this  serious  period,  and  which  is  to  soften  my  last 
moments,  will  not  l)e  rejected.  Sympathy  towards  a  soldier  will  surely  induce  your 
excellency,  and  a  military  tribunal,  to  adopt  the  mode  of  my  death  to  the  feelings  of  a 
man  of  honour.  I^et  me  hope,  Sir,  if  aught  in  my  character  impresses  you  with  esteem 
towards  me,  if  aught  in  my  misfortunes  marks  me  as  the  victim  of  policy  and  not  of 
resentment,  I  shall  experience  the  oix-ration  of  these  feelings  in  your  breast  by  being 
informed  I  am  not  to  die  on  a  gibbet.' 

I  have  the  honour,  etc.,  etc., 

John  AndrS. 

From  \Va.sliiiigton'.s  .silence  in  regard  to  it  Andre  must  have  inferred  a 
refusal,  at  fir.-it,  a.s  i.s  shown  by  his  letter  to  his  friend  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  Croshie,  22d  Regiment,  in  New  York:' 

The  manner  in  which  I  am  to  die  at  first  gave  me  some  slight  uneasiness;  but  I 
instantly  recollected  that  it  is  the  crime  alone  that  makes  any  mode  of  punishment 
i;;nominious  —  and  I  could  not  think  an  attempt  to  put  an  end  to  a  civil  war,  and  to  .stop 
the  effusion  of  human  blood,  a  crime. 

From  his  subsequent  words,  it  would  seem  that  the  impression  had  given 
place  to  a  belief  that  his  request  would  be  granted. 

The  morning  of  the  eventful  second  of  October  brought  no  message  of 
comfort  to  the  waiting  Robertson,  but  a  note  from  Greene  conve3'ed  the  news  that 
the  execution  would  not  be  further  delayed  : 

Camp,  Tappan, 

2  October. 
Sir, — Agreeably    to   your   request,    I   conmiunicated    tO   General   Wa.shington  the 
substance  of  your  conversation,  with  all  the  particulars,  as  far  as  my  memory  served  me. 
It  made  no  alteration  in  his  opinion  and  determination.     I  need  say  no  more,  after  what 
you  have  already  been  informed. 

Robertson,  as  a  last  hope,  wrote  again  to  Washington  : 

Greyhound  Schooner , 

Flag  of  Truce, 
Dobbs's  Ferry, 

October  2,  1780. 
Sir, — A  note  I   Iiad  from  General  Greene  leaves  me  in  doubt  if  his  metnory  had 
served  him,  to  relate  to  you  with  exactness  the  substance  of  the  conversation  that  had 
'/assed  between  him  and  niy.scif  on  the  subject  of  Major  Andre.     In  an  affair  of  so  much 


='  Sfirgeiit  savs  he  remarked  ;  "Since  it  is  my  lot  to  die,  *here  is  still  a  choice  in  the  mode  which  would  mak;  a 
material  difference  to  my  feelings,  and  I  would  be  happy,  if  possible,  to  be  indulged  with  a  professional 
death." 

'  On  the  morning  of  the  second,  Hamilton  wrote  to  Miss  Schuyler  : 

Ivvcrything  that  is  amiable  in  virtue,  in  fortitude,  in  delicate  sentiments,  and  accomplished 
manners,  plead  for  him  :  but  hard-hearted  policy  calls  for  a  sacrifice.  He  must  die.  I  must  inform  you 
Ilial  I  urged  a  compliance  with  his  request  to  l)e  shot,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  had  an  ill  effect, 
but  some  people  are  only  sensible  to  motives  of  policy,  and  sometimes,  from  a  narrow  disposition — 
mistake  it. 

2  This  was  taken  to  New  York  bv  Kauuc,  after  the  execution. 
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consequence  to  my  friend,  to  the  two  armies,  aiul  humanity,  I  would  leave  no  possibility 
of  a  misunderstanding,  and  therefore  take  the  lil)erty  to  rejieat  the  substance  of  what  I  said 
to  General  Greene. 

I  offered  to  prove  l)y  the  evidence  of  Colonel  Robinson  and  the  officers  of  the 
Viilliirc,  that  Major  Andre  went  on  shore  at  Gcner.il  Arnold's  desire,  in  a  lx)at  sent  for 
him  with  a  flaj;  of  truce  ;  that  he  not  (Mily  came  ashore  with  the  knowle<lKe  and  under  the 
protection  of  the  General  who  commanded  in  the  district,  but  that  he  took  no  step  while 
on  shore  but  by  direction  of  General  Arnold,  as  will  apjiear  by  the  enclosed  letter  from 
him'  to  your  Excellency. 

Under  the.se  circumstances  I  could  not,  and  liojied  you  would  not,  consider  Major 
Andr6  as  a  spy,  for  any  improper  phra.s»  in  his  letter  to  you. 

The  facts  he  relates  corresixjnd  with  the  evidence  I  offer ;  but  he  admits  a  con- 
clusion that  does  not  follow.  The  change  of  cloaths  and  name  was  ordered  by  General 
Aniold,  under  whose  direction  he  necessarily  was,  while  within  his  command. 

As  General  Greene  and  I  did  not  agree  in  opinion,  I  wished  that  disinterested 
gentlemen  of  knowledge  of  the  law  of  war  and  nations,  might  be  asked  their  opinion  on 
the  subject ;  and  mentioned  Mon.sieur  Knyphau.sen  and  General  Rochambault. 

I  related  that  a  Captain  Robinson  had  been  delivered  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  as  a 
spy,  and  undoubtedly  was  such  ;  but  that  it  lieing  signified  to  him  that  you  were  desirous 
that  this  man  should  be  exchanged,  he  had  ordered  him  to  be  exchanged. 

I  wi.shed  that  an  intercour.se  of  .such  civilities  as  the  rules  of  war  might  admit  of, 
might  take  off  many  of  its  horrors.  I  admitted  that  Major  Andre  had  a  great  share  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton's  esteem,  and  that  he  would  be  infinitely  obliged  by  his  liljeration  ;  and 
that  if  he  was  permitted  to  return  with  me,  I  would  engage  to  have  any  person  yon  would 
be  pleased  to  name,  set  at  liberty.  I  added  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  never  put  to 
death  any  person  for  a  breach  of  the  rules  of  war,  though  he  had,  and  now  has,  many  in 
his  power.  Under  the  pre.seut  circumstances,  much  good  might  ari.se  from  humanity,' 
much  ill  from  want  of  it.  If  that  could  give  any  weight,  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  your 
favorable  treatment  of  Major  Andr^  will  be  a  favor  I  should  be  ever  intent  to  return  to 
any  you  hold  dear.  My  memory  does  not  retain  with  the  exactness  I  couhl  wish,  the 
words  of  the  letter  General  Greene  showed  me  from  Major  Andre'  to  your  Excellency. 
For  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  satisfaction,  I  beg  you  will  order  a  Copy  of  it  to  Ix  .sent  me  at 
New  York. 

I  have  the  honour,  etc. ,  etc. , 

James  Robertson. 
His  Excellency 

General  Washington. 
The  signing  of  Andre's  death   warrant  is  said  to  have  cost  Washington 
great  distress,  and  as  the  hour  of  noon  approached  he  ordered  the  window  blinds 

*  This  is  vague,  bxit  most  probably  refers  to  the  Arnold  letter  refused  by  Greene. 

2  The  efforts  made  to  save  Andr^  did  credit  to  his  friends,  but  the  writers  of  the  several  leMurs.  in  their  frequent 
references  to  "humanity"  seem  to  have  altogether  forgotten  a  fact  which  none  of  their  antagonists  ever 
could  —  that  thousands  of  American  pri.soners  were  then  langiiishing  and  <lving  (f  starvation  in  the 
prisons  —  and  particularly  the  prison  shi]>s  —  of  New  York  and  Charleston.  Of  the  persons  we  have  met 
during  our  story,  I*aulding  had  twice  been  a  prisoner,  and  was  soon  to  be  such  for  the  third  ti  .-* ;  Captains 
Boyd,  Van  Dyk  and  Foote  also,  had  been  prisoners ;  Adjutant  Hoogland  had  been  captured  at  tiie  battle  of 
Long  Island,  and  had  suffere(l  on  one  of  the  prison  ships ;  and  doubtless  others  of  whom  I  have  less 
information,  had  had  more  or  le.ss  taste  of  British  jails,  WhiL  such  facts  could  not  affect  the  treatment  of 
Andr^,  references  to  "humanity"  were  in  singnfarly  bad  taste  at  a  time  when  Cunningham  was  almost 
nightly  hanging  prisoners  without  trial,  and  \.\\g  Jersey  was  a  floating  hell. 

^  That  of  October  ist,  asking  that  he  might  be  shot. 
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of  his  room  to  be  closed,  that  he  might  not  see  the  liill,  where  a  large  crowd  had 
already  assembled.'  Never  since  has  Tappan  had  an  assemblage  of  equal  size. 
"  Many  hundreds,  if  not  thousands  "■  were  present.  General  Glover  was  officer 
of  the  day,  while  Colonel  Joseph  Cilley,  of  the  First  New  Hampshire,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Henry  Dearborn,  of  the  same  regiment.  Major  Peter  Harwood,  S'xlh 
Massacluisetls,  and  Major  Thomas  Pettiugill,  Ninth  Massachusetts,  were  the  otuers 

of  the  day's  detail,  as 
shown  by  Greene's 
orderly-book,  in  still 
perfectly  distinct 
handwriting. 

Early  in  the 
morning,  without 
the  aiiil  of  a  mirror, 
Andr6  made  the 
pen-and-ink  sketch 
of  himself,  which  is 
now  owned  by  Yale 
College.  This  he 
gave  to  an  officer  of 
the  guard.  Ensign 
Tomlinson,''  of  the 
Ninth  Connecticut 
(Webb's).  At  eight 
he  breakfasted,  and 
then,  having  appar- 
ently been  a  second  time  notified  of  the  hour  for  execution,  by  Colonel  Scammell, 
heard  it  with  calmness.  His  servant  being  overcome  with  grief,  he  turned  to  him, 
saying ;  "  Leave  me  until  you  can  show  your- 
self more  manly. "^  Having  shaved,  dressed 
himself  in  his  uniform  and  packed  his  two 
trunks,  he  gave  the  keys  to  Laune,  with 
directions  where  to  take  them  in  New  York,  and  then,  turning  to  Ensign"  Samuel 
Bowman,   Third    Massachusetts,    and   Captain    John    Hughes,   of    the    Congress 

*  In  spite  of  some  denials,  I  am  inclined  to  think  Andr^  could  have  seen  the  gibbet  from  liis  window  ;  for  Greene, 
writing  that  morning  to  Governor  WUlliam  Greene,  of  Rhode  Island,  says :  "The  gallows  is  erected  in  fnll 
view  of  the  place  where  I  am  writing  "  (presumably  his  headquarters).  However,  it  is  certain  Andr€  did 
not  see  it  until  the  escort,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  wheeled  to  the  left  and  thus  came  in  sight  of  it. 
Captain  Partridge  also  says  tlie  hill  could  he  seen  from  Andrd's  room.  There  are  too  many  trees  now  for  it  to 
be  visible. 

2  Russell.    See  page  73. 

:' Jabez  H.  Tomlinson.  (Not  Jabez  L.,  as  Los,sing  has  it.)  He  was  born  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  December  24, 
1760,  and  died  there  January  14,  1849.  He  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1780,  and  was  a  captive  in  the 
Old  Sugar  House  for  a  long  time.  The  cane  he  is  shown  as  holding  was  made  from  wood  of  his  prison 
house.  I  am  indebted  to  his  great-granddaughter,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Fairchild,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  for  his 
portrait  —  the  only  one  made,  and  never  before  reproduced.  <  This  may,  6  Samuel  Bowman,  page  71. 
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Kef,niiieiit  —  Second  Canadian  —  wlio  liad  hccn  in  constant  attendance  on  liiin  for 

l\venl3'-foiir  lioiirs,  said  :  "  Gcntleincn,  I  am  now  ready  to  ohcy  j'oiir  call ;'"  oi,  as 

^  ^^  J,      another  authority  has  it,  "  I 

Jir/ry^x,       '^•/^■^    •     -      -   ^(X^//^      am  ready  at  any  time,  nentle- 

men,  to  wait  on  yon." 
The  street  in  fiont  of  tlie  tavern  had  meanwhile  been  filled  with  alunit 
five  hundred  troops.  Captain  John 
Van  Dyk,"  of  Land)'s  (Second) 
Artillery,  with  another  officer,'' 
were  standing  on  either  side  the 
stoop  as  the  door  opened,  and 
Howman  and  Hughes  ajipeared 
with  the  jirisoner,  "  jxilc  as  death, 
hut  tranquil  and  calm."  Dressed, 
as  he  was,  in  the  ricli  uniform 
of  a  British  staiT-officer,'  he  must 
have  presented  an  appearance  in 
striking  contrast  to  the  Continen- 
tals. Van  Dyk  walked  on  the  left 
of  his  left-hand  officer/'  As  the 
drums  and  fifes  began  to  play," 
he  coniposedlj'  said:  "I  am  very 
much  surprised  to  find  your 
troops  under  so  good  discipline, 
and  your    music    is   excellent." 


I^^!^ryMX. 


•  irirt^. 


*  This  may  have  been  on  the  previous  day.  Thacher,  Sargent  and  others  are  at  variance  about  events  on  these 
days. 

f'  Samuel  Bowman  was  born  in  Lexington,  Mass.,  December  2,  1753.  He  was  one  of  the  minute-men  iit  the 
Lexington  fight,  and  in  January,  1776,  enlisted  in  the  Third  Masisachusetts,  whence  he  was  nfterwanjs 
transferre<l  to  the  First,  and  promoted  to  be  lieutenant.  He  sei"ved  throughout  the  war,  and  in  I7,S6 
removed  to  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.    In  1791  he  was  in  arms  again,  on  occasion  of  tlie  "Whiskey  insurrection  " 

—  and,  in  1799-1800,  was  a  captain  in  the  Kleventli  U,  S.  infantry  o*  the  "  Provisional  .Army,'  ,i'iich  was 
disbanded  in  1800.  Singular  to  relate,  this  veteran  soUlier,  who  had  passed  unhur;  through  eight  years' 
warfare,  met  his  death  in  sight  of  his  own  house,  by  being  gored  by  a  savage  bull,  June  25,  i8i-S.  Hon. 
Charles  Miner,  the  historian,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  described  him  as  "a  man  siin]>fc  in  heart  and  of  (as)  kindly 
affection  as  Uncle  Toby  himself,  yet  sensible  and  well-informed." 

Although  he  is  usually  called  Captain,  the  records  do  not  giv:  him  that  rank  in  17.S0. 

His  eU'est  son.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alexander  H.  Bowman,  of  the  Engineers,  was  .Superintendent  of  West 
Point,  in  1863,  and  another  son,  Charles  S.,  was  Captain  and  Brevet  Major  of  Cavalry. 
■  Bowman. 

:  Juiin  Vail  Dyk  was  born  in  New  York  in  1753,  and  died  t'ljt^  February  28,  i8i<o.  He  was  a  member  ot 
Colonel  John  Lasher's  New  York  Minute  Men  (the  .same  regiment  to  which  Captain  Hoogland  —  see  aiilc 

—  Ijelonged)  in  1775,  and  when  the  British  fleet  was  confronting  New  York,  in  1776.  he  as.sisted  .\lexander 
Hamilton  to  remove  the  cannon  from  the  Battery.  Ar'terwards  he  was  apiK)inted  to  Lamb's  Artillery, 
where  he  remained  through  the  war.  I-'or  many  years  afterwards  he  was  employed  in  the  Custom  House 
at  New  York.     U  is  a  coincidence  that  his  old  commander,  Colonel  Lamb,  was  the  Collector  of  the  Port. 

P'or  his  portrait  I  am  indebted  to  his  great  great-grandson.  Dr.  Harold  A.  Meeks,  of  Meriden,  Conn. 
■I  Probably  Captain  Ebenezer  Smith. 

^  With  the  exception  of  sash,  gorget,  .swonl  and  spurs.  Darley's  drawing  is  historically  wrong  in  showing 
spurs,  and  al.so,  I  think,  in  showing  three-cornered  hat.  As  a  staff-oflicer,  he  would  wear  a  cocked  hat 
but  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  authentic  representation  of  one  of  the  period. 

f"'  It  has  been,  "  Van  Dyk  says,  page,  72. 
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*      The  road  which  the  procession  took  makes  a  right  angle  to  the  west,  a  few  yards 
north  of  the  tavern.     The  whole  distance  to  the  place  of  execution  is  exactly  half 

a  mile,  and  the  spot  is  almost  ex- 
actly due  west  of  the  building.' 

Greene  and  the  other  gen- 
eral officers,  mounted,  were  drawn 
up  in  line  beside  the  road;  and  to 
them,  particularly  to  his  judges, 
the  prisoner  raised  his  cocked  hat 
as  he  passed.  Washington  and 
his  staff  were  alone  absent,  and 
Russell"  notes  the  prisoner's  appre- 
ciation of  the  fact.  Tallmadge 
and  Tliacher  walked  close  to  him, 
as  did  also  Dr.  Timothy  Hall," 
of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts,  who 
attended  professionally. 
Dr.  Thacher  says : 

I  was  so  near,  during  the 
solemn  march  to  the  fatal  spot, 
as  to  observe  every  movement  and 
to  participate  in  every  emotion 
the  melancholy  scene  was  calcu- 
lated to  produce  Melancholy  and 
gloom  pervaded  all  ranks,  and  the 
scene  was  affectingly  awful.    The 


(ife^^^ 


',!tyn^'>^A' 


f'  It  has  been  very  difficult  to  decide  who  were  the  four  oflfi'^p'-s ;  but  an  exhaustive  search  of  all  authorities,  and 
recent  information  received  from  descendants  of  some  of  those  concerned,  leads  me  to  decide  that  Bowman 
and  Hughes  walked  arm  in  arm  with  him,  while  Van  Dyk  was  on  Bowuian's  left  and  Smith  on  Hughes' 
right.  Lieutenant  King  and  Captain  Allen  were  certainly  present,  and  may  have  been  close  behind  the 
group,  where  Dr.  Hall  also  probably  walked. 
«  Van  Dyk  says  they  played  "lively(!)  tunes" — but  Dewees,  who  was  himself  a  fifer,  says  the  Dead  March. 

Some  names  of  the  hand  have  Ijeen  preserved  to  us  :  Alexander  McKinley  was  the  Drum  Major,  and  Benjamin 
Abbot  ( who  died  at  Nashua,  N.  H.,  in  1851 )  was  a  drummer.  "  The  late  Dr.  Horace  Green,  of  New  York, 
while  living  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  was  a  skilful  flute-player  and  frequently  played  to  please  an  aged  Revolu- 
tionary soldier  there.  The  veteran  usually  wished  to  hear  a  simple  but  plaintive  air  known  as  the 
'  Bluebird,'  which  he  said  he  had  heard  played  on  the  occasion." — Henry  J.  Raymond,  1880. 

l-'oUowing  this  clue,  I  have  l>een  al)le,  through  the  kind  assistance  of  Dr.  Green's  daughter,  Mrs.  Anna  G. 
Loveland,  of  Proctor,  Vt.,  and  of  the  officials  of  the  Lenox  Library,  New  York,  to  find  a  part  of  the 
"  Bluebird."     I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  lieen  published  before. 

For  the  other  tune,  "  Roslin  Castle,"  I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Arthur  H.  Dyer^  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  great  great- 
granddaughter  of  Colonel  Benjamin  Hinman,  who  was  a  spectator  of  the  execution,  and  handed  down 
the  tune  to  his  descendants.  It  is  stated  {Harvey,  History  Lodge  6/,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Wiikes  Bane^  Pa.) 
that  "Roslin  Castle"  was  usually  played  as  a  funeral  or  dead  march,  in  Washington's  aimy,  and  was 
played  as  especially  appropriate  when  Washington's  Farewell  Address  was  read  to  the  troops  at  Newburgh, 
on  their  disbandment  in  1783. 

Benjamin  Htnman  was  Ixjrn  in  Wootlbury,  Conn.,  in  1729,  and  iiied  there  March  22,  1810.  He  was  Colonel 
of  the  Fourth  Connecticut  in  1775,  and  took  part  in  the  capture  of  St.  John's — where  he  may  have  met 
Andrd.  Arnold  quarrelled  with  him  at  Crown  Point  I)ecause  ordered  by  Massachusetts  to  obey  him. 
Subseouently  he  was  Colonel  of  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut,  and  left  the  army,  on  account  of  age  and 
ill-health,  in  January,  1777.     He  was  present  at  Tappan  as  a  spectator. 

1  Sargent  makes,  2  Benjamin  Russell,  3  Timothy  Hall,  page  73. 
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eyes  of  the  immense  imiltitvule  were  fixed  on  liini  who,  rising  siiixrior  to  tlic   fears  of 
death,  appeared  as  if  conscious  of  the  (lij^nifn  ''  dt'iKirtniint  he  displayed.      Not  a  nunniur 
or  a  sigh  ever  escaped  him,  and  the  civilitic-  .nd  attentions  Iwstowcd  on  him  were  ix)htcly 
acknowledged. 
"Baldwin's"  iiccouiit   says    the   puard    marched    in    single    file    (probably 
hollow  square  is  meant),  the  mounted  officers  first,  next  the  baggage-wagon  with 
the  black-painted  coffin,'"  next  the  officers 
on    foot,    then    Andre    himself    with    his  / 

immediate  bodyguard.     At  the  spot  where     ^^J i?^ U^PTZ^/rO  , 
the  troops  wheeled  to  the  left  and  quitted  ^ 

the   highway  '■wading  to   Old  Tappan   to 

enter  the  field  to  the  south,  Clinton's  unfortunate  Adjutant  for  the  first  time  saw 
the  gallows,  and  realizing  that  his  request  for  a  "professional  death"  had  thus 
been  denied,  and  an  ignominious  end  awaited  him,  involuntarilj'  stopped  short  for 
an  instant,  overcome  by  the  shock.  The  captain  of  the  guard"''  asked  :  "  Why  tliis 
emotion,  Sir?"  Thacher's  version  of  his  reply  is  the  usuallj'-received  one:  "I  am 
reconciled  to  my  death,  but  detest  the  mode."  Bowman,  however,  who  was  certaiulj' 
nearer  to  him  than  was  Thacher,  told  Tallmadge  in  1816,  that  his  reply  was : 

I  have  borne  everything  with   fortitude,   but   tliis  is  too  degrading  !     As  resix'cts 

myself  it  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence, ''^^  but  I  have  a  mother  and  sister  who  will  lie  very 

much  mortified  by  the  intelligence. 

By  the  kindness  of  Miss  Ella  M.  Bowman,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa.,  a  great 

great-granddaughter  of  Ensign   Bowman,  I  am   permitted  to  reproduce  an   exact 

copy  of  his  letter  to  Tallmadge,  which  differs  slightly  from  that  in  print,  and  from 

which  I  have  heretofore  quoted : 

^  Sargent  makes  a  singular  mistake  in  saying  the  procession  passed  Washington's  headcjuarters.  Tlie  De  Windt 
house  was  east  of  tJie  Mabie,  and  it  was  impossible  to  pass  it  unless  a  detour  was  made  for  the  purpose, 
which  the  narratives  of  spectators  jjrove  was  not  done.  See  the  map.  Winsor  repeats  the  error. 
The  two  little  daughters  of  Mr.  Dc  Windt  were  among  the  spectators.  In  old  age  one  of  them  told  Lossing 
that  she  gave  Andr^  a  peach,  which  he  carried  awhile  and  then  gave  to  one  of  his  guard.  As  he  was 
surrounded  by  troops,  the  account  would  be  justly  regarded  as  an  invention,  had  it  not  come  from  the  one 
concerned  in  it. 

-  Benjamin  Russell  was  l)orn  in  Boston,  Septemlier  13,  1761,  and  died  there  Jaimary  4,  1845.  At  .seventeen, 
while  an  apprentice  to  Isaiah  Thomas,  a  printer  of  Worcester,  the  latter  was  drafted  for  military  service. 
The  youth  volunteered  in  his  stead,  and  was  prc'-'^nt  at  Andre's  execution,  as  a  private  in  the  Worcester 
militia. 
He  was  the  first  American  "war  correspondent,"  as  he  supplied  news  to  the  Worcester  .^jf  during  bis  six 
months'  enli-stment.  After  the  war  he  founded  the  Columbian  Centiiiel,  of  Boston,  and  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  chief  spirit  of  the  Mas.sacliusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Asso- 
ciation.    He  was  the  originator  of  the  word  "  Gerrymander." 

»  Timothy  Hall  was  born  in  North  Brookfield,  Mass.,  June  4,  ly.sS.  In  1776  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
Connecticut  militia,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Long  Island,  Harlem  Heights  and  White  Plains.  His 
enlistment  expiring  with  1776,  he  seems  to  have  studied  medicine  during  the  ensuing  three  years,  as  in 
February,  1780,  we  find  bini  commissioned  as  Surgeon's  Mate  of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Rufus 
Putnam.  He  served  as  such  to  January,  17S1,  and  afterwards  settled  in  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he 
practisetl  his  profession  with  great  distinction  for  many  years,  and  where  he  died  August  6,  1.S44. 

1"  Considering  the  humanity  with  which  Andrd  had  been  treated,  it  would  have  been  inconsistent  to  liave  parade«l 
his  coffin  before  his  face;  hence  I  doubt  this  statement,  which  I  call  "Balilwin's"  to  identify  it.  Its 
author  was  an  unname<l  private  in  Colonel  Jeduthan  Baldwin's  Massachusetts  regiment  of  Artificers 
(Artillery). 

Sb  "  An  officer  by  his  side." — Thacher.  Probably  Hughes  or  Smith,  as  Bowman  does  not  mention  it.  Another 
account  says  he  aske<l :  "Must  I  die  in  this  manner?" 

Sc  It  must  be  confessed  that  this  conflicts  with  his  request  to  be  shot. 
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He  was  rf])rie\i(l  until  tlic  2(1  (October).     His  pimrd  was  then  relieved  by  Captain 

Jiilni  '  of  the  CimHRss  regiment.  *  *  *  We  relieved  Captain  Allen'-'  of  Rhode  Island. 

by  whom  we  were  all  introduced  to  Major  Andri-.     He  requested  Captain  Huglies  and 

niy.self  to  remain  with  him,  to  which  we  consented.  *  *  *  Not 

1^  ^  y  a  murmur  escajx-d  during  the  time  I  was  with  him  ;  but  on 

^-'^yy^  '  /  \'nfJ^JAA/7        ^'"■'  <^°"t'''"'>'  he  expressed  him.self  in  the  warmest  terms  for 

/Z/^4uA*^i^<4rrU^^        the  indulgence  he  received  from  the  court  before  whom  he 

was  tried  and  from  all  the  officers  under  whose  care  he  had 
Ik-cii  i)lacod,  jiarticularly  Major  Tallmadge.  On  the  morning  of  the  fatal  day  he  early 
pill  on  his  morning-gown,  and  apjieared  .ery  sociable,  conversed  on  different  subjects, 
iKvtr  mentioning  his  own  .situation,  but  wlien  he  saw  us  dull  would  take  a  glass,  saying, 
"Come,  let  lis  take  a  glass  of  wine.  It  only  makes  me  feel  the  worse  to  .see  your 
feelings  hurt."  Then  he  would  commence  some  other  conversation  evidently  with 
intention  to  take  our  thoughts  from  the  situation.  *  *  *  He  took  his  hat,  put  it  on 
the  table,  and  .said,  "Gentlemen,  I  am  now  ready  to  obey  your  call,"  with  as  much 
comix)Siirc  as  if  he  had  dressed  for  a  party  of  pleasure.  I  said  I  was  sorry  we  had 
to  se])aritte  so  .soon,  and  he  .s.'iid  it  would  Ix;  the  sooner  over.  *  *  -1=  When  we  came  in 
sight  of  the  gallows,  I  had  never  liefore  .seen  him  di.sturbed,  but  there  was  now  evidently 
excitiiiient,  asking  ns  earnestly  whether  we  knew  the  mode  of  death.  We  told  him  we 
did  not,  and  seeing  you  (Tallmadge)  at  some  distance  he  a.sked  if  that  were  you.  I 
answered  him  it  was.  He  requested  (leave)  to  sjieak  to  yon,  and  you  can  recollect  the 
ob.ser\'ation,  "  I  have  borne  everything  with  fortitude,"  etc. 

Van  Dyk  .saj^s  no  reply  was  made,  but  other  accounts  represent  the  officer 
as  saying :  "  It  is  unavoidable,  Sir."  "  How  hard  is  my  fate ! "  replied  the 
prisoner.  He  paused  au  instant,  and  added:  "It  will  soon  be  over"'' — the 
march  was  resumed,  and  the  gallows  reached.  This  had  been  made  by  setting  up 
two  forked  trees,  with  a  third  laid  across.  It  was  utiusually  high,  and  under  it 
stood  the  cart,  or  two-horse  army  baggage-wagon,'  in  which  was  the  coffin. 
Andre  waited  a  moment,  "  betraying  some  emotion,  putting  one  foot  on  a  small 
stone,  and  rolling  it  over  and  choking  in  his  throat  as  if  attempting  to  swallow.'' 
He  bowed  his  head  and  looked  at  himself  from  the  feet  upward,  for  an  instant, 
before  attempting  to  get  on  the  wagon  by  the  tail-board.  His  f  st  attempt 
failing,  he  said  a  few  words  to  his  servant,  who  was  standing  by  overcome  with 


This  must  lie  IIiiKhe.4. 


'-'  Wllllain  Allen.  He  was  Imrii  at  Relio1>olh,  Masks.,  March  27,  1752,  aii.l  died  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  August  17,  1815. 
He  was  I'lnsij^n  of  Ihe  Second  Rhode  Islan<l,  June  28,  1775:  Captain,  Jai:uary  i,  1777;  was  transferred 
to  llie  First,  January  i,  1781,  and  was  honorahly  discharged,  Decenilier  25,  1783.  In  1786  he  was 
appointeil  Major  of  the  Third  II.  S.  Infantry,  and  was  Brigadier  General  of  the  Rhode  Island  militia, 
1799-1801.  His  son,  William  Henry  Allen,  was  a  naval  officer,  and  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  action 
Itetween  the  Argus  and  the  British  brig  Pelican,  August  14,  1813. 

^  Tallmadge.  His  behaviour  was  liecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  and  .such  in  his  last  moments  as  drew 
tears  from  many  eyes. — Heath. 

*  Even  this  has  its  history.  Such  were  then  rare  in  the  county,  and  the  local  Committee  of  Safety  had  the  duty 
of  procuring  them  —  sometimes  forcibly  —  when  needed  by  the  anny.  A  farmer  —  Van  Ostrand  —  hid  his 
under  the  hay  in  his  liarn.  Hendrick  Oblenis.  presiilent  of  the  Committee,  found  and  seized  it.  At  the 
close  of  the  war,  the  owner  refusetl  to  send  for  it,  sued  Oblenis  for  its  value,  was  defeated,  and  then  left  it 
to  decay  under  a  tree  behind  the  Oblenis  homestead  in  Clarkstown. — C.  M.  Oblenis,  Nyack. 

'  Thacher. 
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C     ?c  = 


^A^^'te^::;^^' 


75 

grief,  and  then,  pntting  one  hand  on  the  wagon  body,  ni.ade  a  determined  spring 
and  sncceeded." 

Stepping  on  his  coffin  he  deliberately  snrveyed  the  scene,  surronnded  by 
the  five  hundred  and  fifty  infantry  on  guard,"  a  great  number  of  additional  soldiers 
and  civilian  spectators,  including,  unfortunately,  women  and  children. 

Colonel  Scammell,  as  Adjutant,  read  tlie  order  for  execution,  in  a  loud 
voice,  then  the  commanding  officer' — Glover — said:  "  Major  Andre,  if  you  have 
anything  to  say  you  can  speak,  for  you  have  but  a  short  time  to  live."  Standing 
with  hands  on  hips,  the  prisoner  bowed  to  him  and  replied  in  clear,  unfaltering 
tone  :* 

I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  Rentlenien,  than  this:  I  pray  you  to  luar  witness  that  I 
meet  my  fate  like  a  brave  man. 

One  account : 

All  I  reque.st  of  you,  gentlemen,  is  that  you  will  hear  witness — 
The  Conlincnlal Journal^  Boston  : 

I  have  said  all  I  hail  to  say,  lx;foro  ;  all  I  request  of  yon — 

The  hangman,  a  Tory  named  Strickland,  who  was  under  arrest,  and  had 
been  promised  liberty  for  performing  the  odious  office,  had  disguised  himself  liy 
smearing  his  face  with  stuff  like  shoe-blacking,  producing  a  hideous  effect.  Some 
of  the  stuff  probably  adhered  to  his  hands,  for  on  approaching  Andre  he  was 
repulsed  with  the  sharp  command  :  "  Take  off  your  black  hands."  Removing  his 
gold-laced  cocked-hat,  and  handing  it^'  and  his  watch"  to  his  servant,  who  stood  by 
the  wagon,  he  next  took  off  his  white  neck-cloth,  and  put  it  in  his  coat-pocket,' 
unbuttoned  his  shirt-collar  and  turned  it  down.  Taking  the  noose  from  Strick- 
land's hands  he  put  it  over  his  head  and  drew  it  close  around  the  throat;  then, 
taking  a  handkerchief  from  his  pocket,  he  bandaged  his  ej'es,  and  stood  awaiting 
death.  The  hangman  fastened  the  rope  to  the  cross-beam,"  when  the  com- 
manding officer  suddenly  ordered   Andre's  hands  to  be  tied.     Andre  immediately 

1  Amon);  the  extraordinary  circumstances  that  attended  him  in  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  he  died  universally 

esteemed. — Hamilton. 
-  Colonel  Israel  Slireve,  Second  New  Jersey,  commanded  the  delachnient. — SImvc. 
3  Baldwin  —  but  Thacher  says  it  was  Scammell. 
■*  He  ajipeared  as  little  daunted  as  John  Rogers  is  said  to  have  t)een  when  about  to  be  burnt  at  t!ie  stake. — 

Inildwin. 
Poor  Audr^  was  executed  yesterday  ;  nor  did  it  happen  without  a  tear  on  my  part.     He  was  a  rare  character. 

From  the  time  of  his  capture  to  his  last  moments,  his  conduct  was  such  as  did  honor  to  the  human  race. 

I  mean  by  these  words  to  express  all  that  can  be  said  favorable  of  man.     The  conipa.ssion  of  every  man  of 

feeling  and  sentiment  was  excited  for  him,  beyond  your  conception. — Lit'iitt'iiant  Colonel  h'it'hanl  A'. 

Meade  to  Colonel  Theodoric  Bland,  Jr.,  October  3. 
(Meade  was  one  of  Washington's  Aids,  and  grandfather  of  Commodore  R.  W.  Meade.  W  S.  N.) 
Joel  Barlow,  who  was  then  chaplain  of  General  Poor's  brigade  of  the  Mas.sacliusetts  line,  was  a  spectator,  and 

.says:  "A  politer  gentleman,  or  a  greater  character  of  his  age,  perhaps  is  not  alive.     He  suffered  with 

calnmess  and  cheerfulness." 
s  L.  M.  Sargent. 
«  J.  R.  Simms. 
7  Tlie.se  trivial  details  serve  to  illustrate  how  eye-witMe.s:ies'  accounts  differ.     One  .viys  the  hat  and  "  slock  "  were 

laid  on  the  coffin.  "  This  fact,  page  76. 
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pushed  tlic  handkercliicf  from  his  eyes,  took  a  second  one'  from  a  pocket,  and 
handed  it  to  Strickland,  first  replaciiiff  the  one  over  his  eyes.  The  hangman 
liavinjj  hound  his  arms  behind  him  witli  the  handkerchief,  for  an  instant  tlie 
slight  figure,  attired  in  coat  of  bright  scarlet  faced  with  green,  waistcoat  and 
breeches  of  buff,  and  to]>b(X)ts,  stood  bareheaded,  sharply  outlined  against  the 
clear  sky  and  the  forest  covering  the  distant  hills.''  Tiie  multitude  was  perfectly 
silent,  overcome  with  emotion."  Then  Colonel  Scammell  signalled  the  wagoner, 
by  dropping  the  point  of  his  sword  —  the  horses  were  led  forward,  and  the 
pinioned  figure  swung  violently''  at  the  end   of  the  rope 


There  was  happily  hardly  any  struggle — it  seemed  in  truth,  as  he  had 
anticipated,  "  only  a  momentary  pang.'"'  For  possibly  half  an  hour  the  body 
oscillated,  during  which  time  the  assembled  multitude  remained  quiet.  "  The 
chambers  of  death  were  never  stiller,""  said  one  spectator,  in  unconsciously 
felicitous  phrase.  Then  the  rope  was  cut  by  the  commanding  officer  himself, 
while  two  soldiers  on  either  side  bore  up  the  body,  that  it  might  not  fall.  Laid 
on  the  ground  beside  the  open  grave,  the  uniform  was  taken  off  and  handed  to 
Laune,  who,  with  the  other  servant,  stood  by.  The  guard  was  finally  withdrawn, 
the  multitude  allowed  to  come  forward'  and  gaze  on  the  unconscious  clay  of  the 
"  darling  of  the  British  Army" — he  who  barely  a  fortnight  earlier  had  left  New 
York  on  the  mission  which  was  to,  and  so  nearly  did,  insure  the  ruin  of  the 
patriot  cause.  "  Thus  died,"  says  Thacher,  "  in  the  bloom  of  life,  the  accom- 
plished Major  Andre,  the  pride  of  the  royal  anny,  and  the  valued  friend  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton." 

By  degrees  the  crowd  lessened,  and  when  but  a  few  remained,"  the  body 
was  wrapped  in  a  shroud"  and  decently  buried,  near  the  gallows.  Washington 
thus  reported  the  event  to  Congress : 

"  This  fact,  iiiciitioned  only  hy  Captain  Van  Dyk,  probably  accounts  for  Shreve's  statement  that  the  execution 

was  from  a  ladder.     The  height  of  the  gallows  probably  obliged  Strickland  to  use  a  short  ladder  to  reach 

the  cross-piece  from  the  wagon. 
'  Dr.  Ilall,  who  sttHwl  close  to  the  wagon,  says  it  was  a  piece  of  blue  riblron.     Thus,  again,  do  eye-witnesses 

differ  aljout  details. 
2  His  j)ersonat  accomplishments,  appearance  and  l>ehaviour,  gained  him  the  good  wishes  and  opinion  of  every 

person   who  saw  him.     He  was  perhnns  the  most  accoin|)lishe<l  officer  of  the  age  —  he  met  his  fate  in 

H   manner  which  <lid   honor  to  the  cliarncter  of  a   soMwr. Sniiiiiiir//  to  Colonel  NalliaiiicI   /'cahoiiy, 

October  3. 
^    The  three  captors  were  among  the  spectators.     In  after  years  Van  Wart  often  shed  tears  when  describing  the 

.scene. 
I  walked  with  him  Ut  the  place  of  execution,  and  parted  from  him  under  the  gallows,  entirely  overwhelmed 

with  grief  that  so  gallant  an  officer  and  so  accomplished  a  gentleman  .should  come  to  such  an  ignominious 

end. —  Tallmadiit'. 
When  I  .saw  him  swinging  under  the  gibbet,  it  .scemeil  for  a  time  as  if  I  could  not  support  it.     All  the 

spectators  .seemed  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the  afTectiiig  specticle,  and  many  were  suffused  with  tears. 

'Ihere  did  not  appear  to  l)e  one  hardened  or  indifferent  sjiectator  in  all  the  multitude. —  Thacher, 
^    Haldwin  describes  it  as  "a  must  tremendous  swing,"  due  to  the  height  of  the  gallows. 
^'    Thacher. 
11    Baldwin. 
1    The  tears  of  thousands  fell  on  the  spot  where  he  lay. —  Thacher.  "  A  French  soldier,  »  Siuuns,  page  77. 
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To  the  President  of  Congress.  Paramus,  7  Octol)er. 

Sir, — I  have  the  liononr  to  enclose  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  lx)ard 
of  General  officers  in  the  case  of  Major  Andr6,  adjutant  general  to  the  British  army. 

This  officer  wa.-;  executed  in  pursuance  of  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  on  Monday, 
the  2d  instant,  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  our  late  camp  at  Tappau.  He  acted  with  great 
candor,  from  the  time  he  avowed  himself  after  his  capture,  until  he  was  executed. 
Congress  will  jierceive  by  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  from  him  on  the  ist  instant,  that 
it  was  his  desire  to  be  shot ;  but  the  practice  and  usage  of  war,  circumstanceil  as  he  was, 
were  against  the  indulgence.  *  *  * 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  communicate  the  names  of  the  three  jx^rsons  who 
captured  Major  Andr6  and  who  refused  to  release  him,  notwithstanding  the  most  earnest 
importunities  and  a.ssurances  of  a  litieral  reward,  on  his  part.  Their  conduct  merits  our 
warmest  esteem  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  I  think  the  public  will  do  well  to  make 
them  a  handsome  gratuity.  They  have  prevented,  in  all  probability  our  suffering  one  of 
the  .severest  strokes  that  could  have  Ixien  meditated  against  us.  Their  names  are  John 
Paulding,  David  Williams  and  I.saac  Van  Wart. 

I  have  the  honour,  etc.,  etc.,  G.  WASHINGTON. 
Congress  acted  on  the  suggestion,  settling  a  pension  of  $200  on  each,  and 
giving  each  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  addition.     They  were  also  offered 
captaincies  in  the  army,  but  declined  them. 

Two  letters,  written  subsequent  to  the  event,  may  be  quoted  here,  to 
preserve  and  complete  the  continuity  of  the  narrative.  The  first  is  from  Clinton 
to  Washington.     It  was  never  sent,  news  of  the  execution  having  arrived  : 

New  York,  Oct.  4,  1780. 
Sir, — I  conceived  I  could  not  l)etter  or  more  fully  express  my  .sentiments  in  answer 
to  your  Kxcellency's  letter  of  the  30th  Septenil)er  respecting  Major  Andrd,  than  by 
sending  Lieut.  Gen.  Rotx;rtson  to  converse,  if  jmssible,  with  you.  Sir;  or  at  least  with 
some  confidential  officer  from  you.  I  cannot  think  lyieutenant  General  Roljertson's 
conversation  with  General  Green  has  entirely  answered  the  purpose  for  whicli  I  wished 
this  meeting.  General  Green's  letter  of  the  second  instant  to  General  Robertson 
expres,ses  that  he  had  repeated  to  you.  Sir,'  as  far  as  memory  served,  the  discourse  that 
had  pa.ssed  between  them,  and  that  it  had  not  produced  any  alteration  in  your  opinion  or 
determination  concerning  Major  Andre. 

**  A  French  soldier,  Pierre  Besan^on,  who  came  with  Ivafayette,  was  prohaf)ly  the  last  survivor  of  those  present. 

He  died  at  Warsaw,  New  York,  in  1855. 
»  Simms. 

An(lr(5  has  met  his  fate,  and  with  Uiat  fortitude  which  was  to  be  expected  from  an  accomplished  man  and  a 

gallant  officer. —  U'ashitif;tou  [Gordon,  Hist,  .^m.  War,  page  134). 
Never  did  a  man  suffer  death  with  more  justice,  or  deserve  it  less.     There  was  something  singularly  interesting 

in  the  character  and  fortunes  of  Andr(5.     To  an  excellent  understanding,  well  improved  by  education  ami 

travel,  he  united  a  peculiar  elegance  of  mind  and  uuinncrs,  and  the  advantage  of  a  pleasing  per.son. — 

Hamilton. 
From  the  few  days  of  intimate  intercourse  I  had  with  him,  I  became  so  deeply  attached  to  Major  .Xndrc  that  1 

conld  remember  no  instance  where  my  aiTections  were  so  fully  absorl>cd  by  any  man.—  Talimad^c. 
He  behaved  with  so  lunch  frankness  and  courage  that  I  conld  not  help  lamenting  his  unhajipy  fate.     It  is 

impossible  to  expre.ss  too  much  respect  or  too  much  regret  for  Major  Andr<5. — /,a/a\rttr. 
This  brave,  accompli.shed  officer  was  yesterday  hanged — not  a  single  spectator  but  pitied  his  untimely  fate. — 

Scaniuirn. 
He  was  more  unfortunate  than  criminal. —  U'ashiny^lon. 
The  gold  watch,  of  which  he  had  Ijeen  dejjrived  at  Tarrytown,  and  which  we  have  noticed  had  been  restored  at 

Tappan,  was  now  sold  by  the  captors  to  I/ieutenant  Colonel  Will.  S.  Smith,  Thirteenth  Ma.s.sachnselts  (one 

of  Washington's  Aids),  for  /30.     It  was  intended  to  be  sent  to  the  family  in  England,  but  it  seems  iiever 

to  have  reached  them. 
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I  liavc,  Sir,  most  carefully  re-perused  yunr  letter  of  Septemljer  thirtieth,  which 
contains  indeed  an  o]iinion  of  a  Board  of  your  General  Officers,  but  in  no  respect  any 
opinion  or  determination  of  your  Excellency. 

I  must  remain  therefore,  altogether  at  a  loss  what  they  may  lie,  until  you  are  so 
!;<K)d  as  to  inform  nie,  which  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  Excellency's  doing  innnediately. 
I  will,  Kir,  in  the  meantime  very  freely  declare  my  sent'ments  upon  this  occasion,  which 
ix)sitively  are,  that  under  no  description  Major  Andr6  can  be  considered  as  a  spy  ;  nor  by 
an>'  usage  of  nations  at  war,  or  the  customs  of  armies,  can  he  lie  treated  as  such.  That 
olTicer  went  at  Major  General  Arnold's  request  from  me  to  him,  at  that  time  in  the 
American  service  and  Commanding  officer  at  West  Point.  A  (lag  of  truce  was  sent  to 
receive  Major  Andrd  with  which  he  went  on  shore  and  met  General  Arnold. 

To  this  jjeriod  he  was  acting  under  my  immediate  orders  as  a  militar>'  man.  What 
hapiK'iied  after  was  from  the  entire  direction  and  jxisitive  orders  of  Major  General  Arnold, 
>our  officer  commanding  at  West  Point  :  and  Major  Andre  travelled  in  this  way  to  New 
York,  with  pass-i»rts  from  that  American  General  Officer  who  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
grant  them.  And  here  it  may  be  necessary  to  observe  that  Major  Audr6  was  stopjjed 
upon  the  road,  and  on  Neutral  Ground,  and  made  a  ]irisoner  two  days  prior  to  Major 
General  Arnold's  (putting  the  American  .service  at  West  Point. 

Erom  all  of  which  I  have  a  right  to  as.scrt,  that  Major  Andr';  can  merely  lie  con- 
sidered as  a  messenger,  and  not  as  a  spy.  He  visited  no  Posts,  made  no  Plans,  held  no 
conversation  with  any  person  .save  Major  General  Arnold  ;  and  the  pajx^rs  found  upon  him 
were  written  in  that  General  officer's  own  hand-writing,  who  directed  Major  Andre  to 
receive  and  deliver  them  to  me. 

From  these  circumstances,  I  have  no  doubt  but  you.  Sir,  will  see  this  matter  in 
the  same  [loint  of  view  with  me,  and  will  be  extremely  cautious  of  producing  a  precedent 
which  may  render  the  future  progress  of  this  unhappy  war  liable  to  a  want  of  that 
humanity  which  I  am  willing  to  believe  your  Excellency  ix>s.se.sses,  and  which  I  have 
always  pursued. 

I  trust,  Sir,  to  your  good  .sen.se  and  to  your  liberality,  for  a  speedy  relea.se  of  Major 
Andre  who,  I  am  free  to  own,  is  an  officer  I  extremely  value  and  a  Gentleman  I  very 
sincerely  regard. 

I  enclo.se  to  you,  Sir,  a  list  of  jier.sons,  among  whom  is  a  Gentleman  who  acted  as 
the  American  IJeutenant-Governor  of  South  Carolina.  A  discovered  con.spiracy  and 
corresixindence  with  General  Gates's  army,  have  l)een  a  reason  for  removing  these  persons 
from  Charleston  to  St.  Augustine.  Being  desirous  to  promote  the  release  of  Major  Andrd 
upon  any  reasonable  terms,  I  offer  to  you.  Sir.  this  Lieutenant  Governor,  Mr.  Gadson,' 
for  my  Adjutant  General,  or  will  make  a  military  exchange  for  him  .should  you.  Sir, 
prefer  it.  Lieutenant  General  Rolx?rtson  in  his  rejiort  to  me,  mentions  his  having  requested 
from  your  Ivxcellency  a  copy  of  Major  Andre's  letter  to  you.  Sir,  upon  which  seems 
grounded  great  matter  of  charge  again.st  him  —  given,  as  if  that  letter  might  be  con.sidered 
as  confession  of  his  guilt  as  a  spy.  I  have  waited  initil  this  evening  with  .some  impatience 
for  the  copy  of  the  Letter  I  mention,  not  doubting  but  your  Isxcellency  will  send  it  to  me. 

I  have  now  to  re(iucst  you  will.  Sir,  do  .so,  and  I  shall  pay  it  every  due  considera- 
tion and  give  your  Excellencj-  my  answer  uix)n  it  immediately. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc., 

H.  Clinton. 

'  Christopher  Gadsden. 
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Vulture,  off  Spiken  Devil, 
October  5,  1781. 

Sir, — The  account  Colonel  Robinson  lias  ({iveii  your  Kxcellency  of  our  transactions 
cluring  our  late  excursion,  is  so  full  and  just  in  all  its  particulars  that  there  is  very  little 
left  for  me  to  add. 

But  as  they  have  lieen  attended  with  su  '-.tal  consequences  to  Major  Andrd,  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  held  improper  if  I  her,  '  submit  my  own  obser\'ations  on  the 

subject : — at  least  so  far  as  they  relate  tr  lie  ( 'ulture  and  the  light  I  then  saw 

him  in.    Your   Excellency  has  already  ed   that  on  the   night  of   the   21st 

Septemlier  a  Mr.  Smith  came  on  boan'  oi  truce.     The  substatice  of  his  order 

was  for  himself  and  two  servants  to  p.  '  u  iJ.  .  s'  Kerry  and  back  agaiu.  He  likewise 
had  a  written  permission  to  bring  up  witl'  xiim  ,i  Mr.  John  Andenson  and  boy,  and  a  letter 
addre.s.sed  to  Colonel  Robinson  :  all  of  t  ;e.se  pajxrs  signed  B.  Arnold.  Most  of  these 
circumstances  I  had  been  pre\'iously  taught  to  expect ;  and  I  had  also  l)een  informe<l  that 
Major  Andrd  was  the  person  understood  by  John  Anderson,  and  that  he  was  to  go  on 
shore  under  that  name,  to  hold  a  conference  with  General  Arnold.  Mr.  Smith's  powers 
apjK'ared  to  be  of  sufficient  authority,  and  as  Major  Andrd's  going  under  a  fictitious  name 
was  at  the  particular  request  of  the  officer  from  whom  they  were  derived,  I  saw  no  reason 
for  supposing  he,  from  that  circumstance,  forfeited  his  claim  to  the  protection  they  must 
otherwi.se  have  afforded  him.  Clear  I  am  that  the  matter  must  have  appeared  in  the  .same 
light  to  him ;  for  had  it  not,  measures  uiitjht  have  lieen  concerted  for  taking  him  off 
whenever  he  plea.sed,  which  he  very  well  knew  I,  at  any  time,  was  enabled  to  accomplish. 
I  am  likewise  persuaded  that  Mr.  Smith's  ideas  perfectly  coincided  with  ours ; — for  when 
on  the  point  of  setting  off  Colonel  Robin.son  ob.served,  that  as  they  had  but  two  men  in  a 
large  boat,  they  would  find  .some  difficulty  in  getting  on  -shore, — and  proixjsed  that  one  of 
ours  should  tow  them  in  some  part  of  the  way  :  to  which  he  objected,  as  it  might,  in  ca.se 
of  falling  in  with  any  of  their  guard-boats,  be  deemed  an  infringement  of  the  flag. 

On  my  first  learning  from  Major  Andr6  that  he  did  not  intend  going  on  shore  in 
his  own  name,  it  immediately  occurred  to  me,  that  an  alteration  of  dress  might  likewi.se 
be  nece.ssary ;  and  I  offered  him  a  plain  blue  coat  of  mine  for  that  purpo.se,  which  he 
declined  accepting,  as  he  said  he  had  the  Commander  in  Chief's  direction  to  go  in  his 
uniform,  and  by  no  means  to  give  up  his  character,  adding,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had 
not  the  smallest  apprehension  on  the  occasion,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  attend  General 
Arnold's  summons  when  and  where  he  pleased. 

The  night  the  flag  was  first  expected,  he  expressed  much  anxiety  for  its  arrival ; 
and  all  next  day  was  full  of  fear  lest  anything  should  have  hapix;ned  to  prevent  its 
coming.  The  instant  it  arrived  on  the  ensuing  night,  he  .started  out  of  lied,  and  dis- 
covered the  greatest  impatience  to  be  gone :  nor  did  he  in  any  in.stance  betray  the  lea.st 
doubt  of  his  safety  or  success.  I  own  I  was  equally  confident.  Nor  can  I  now,  on  the 
most  mature  consideration  of  circumstances,  find  the  least  rea.son  for  altering  my  opinion. 
What,  therefore,  could  possibly  have  given  rise  to  so  tragical  an  event  as  has  unhappily 
befallen  Major  Andrd  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  surprise  and  concern  to  me. 

I  have  the  honour,  etc. ,  etc. , 

A.  SUTHKKI.AND. 

To  His  Excellency 

Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
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While  the  army  was  subsequently  encamped  at  Verplanck's  Point,  the 
captors  were  asked  to  dinner  by  Washington,  and  the  silver  medals  awarded  by 
Congress  were  presented  to  them.  Washington  also  gave  each  a  sword  and  pair 
of  pistols,  telling  them  they  "  might  expect  to  be  hunted  like  partridges."  It  is 
said  tlieir  lives  were  more  than  once  attempted  by  Tories,  but  all  died  in  their 
beds  —  Paulding  at  Peekskill,  February  i8,  1818;  Van  Wart  at  Greenburgh, 
May  I,  1828,  and  Williams  at  Brooine,  Schoharie  County,  August  2,  1830.  (A 
monument  was  erected  to  his  memory  at  Old  Fort,  where  he  is  buried.) 

A  curious  incident  in  connection  with  Van  Wart's  funeral  is  found  in  a 
letter  from  Edward  G.  W.  Butler,  published  in  the  New  York  Sun,  October  10, 
1879.  Butler  was  a  AV'est  Point  graduate  and  served  in  the  Mexican  War.  His 
statement  was  that  while  a  cadet,  he  was  one  of  a  party  sen-;  to  bury  Van  Wart 
with  the  honors  of  war.  He  further  says  his  own  mother  wat-  a  cousin  of  Andre, 
"  being  a  daughter  of  the  British  grenadier  officer  who  three  times  led  the  forces 
up  Bunker  Hill.'" 

Captain  Partridge,  on  his  visit  in  181 8,  found  the  grave  marked  by  head 
and  foot  stones,  neither  inscribed.  These  had  disappeared  in  1850,  and  a  small 
lx)ulder,  lettered ;  "Andre  Executed,  Oct.  2,  1780,"  had  replaced  them,- but  this 
too,  disappeared  in  the  course  of  time  before  the  Vandal's  hammer  and  chisel,  and 
for  many  years  the  spot  was  unmarked,  save  by  a  heap  of  stones. 

The  news  of  the  execution  produced  a  great  effect  on  Clinton  and  his 
army."    Clinton  thus  announced  the  event: 

Head  Quarters,  New  York,  October  8. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  does  with  infinite  regret  inform  the  army  of  the  death  of 
the  Adjutant  General,  Major  Andrd.  The  unfortunate  fate  of  this  officer  calls  upon  the 
Commander-in-chief  to  declare  that  he  ever  considered  Major  Andrd  a  gentleman  as  well 
as,  in  the  line  of  his  military  profession,  of  the  highest  integrity  and  honor,  and  incapable 
of  any  base  action  or  unworthy  conduct.  Major  Andrd's  death  is  very  severely  felt  by 
the  Commander-in-chief,  as  it  assuredly  will  be  by  the  army  ;  and  mu.st  prove  a  real  loss 
to  the  country  and  to  His  Majesty's  service. 

Andre's  commission  was  sold,  as  he  had  requested,  by  Clinton,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  mother  and  sisters.  George  HI.  gave  ^1,000  to  his  mother  and  a 
pension  of  ;^300  was  settled  on  his  sisters  (the  last  of  whom  died  single  in  1845). 
The  King  also  ordered  the  army  to  wear  mourning,  and  caused  a  monument^  to  be 
erected  in  the  South  Aisle  of  Westminster  Abbey,  near  the  Poets'  Corner,  and  in 
1 82 1  Andre's  remains  were  buried  nearby. 

While  stationed  in  New  York  in  1777,  Andre  had  made  his  will.  It 
readt! : 

1  Who  was  this?     I  cannot  identify  bini. 

2  Lossing  (  T^wo  Spies)  says  this  was  set  up  by  James  Lee,  a  merchant,  of  New  York. 

>  Simcoe  had,  *  Peter  Van  Schaack  says,  page  81 . 


Thk  Monument,  Westminstkr  Abiiry. 

In  the  South  Aisle. 
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The  followiiiR  is  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  and  I  ap]x)iiit  ns  ICxcctitors  thereto, 
Mary  I.oiiisa  Andr6,  my  Mother;  Andrew  (iirandot,  my  Uncle;  John  Lewis  Andre,  my 
Uncle.  To  each  of  the  aliove  ICxecutors  I  K've  I'ifty  I'onnds.  I  give  to  Atary  Hannali 
Andri;  my  Sister,  .Seven  Hundred  Pounds.  I  Rivo  to  Ann  MarKUerite  AndriJ  my  Sister, 
Seven  Hundred  Pounds.  I  j;ive  to  I/iuisa  Katharine  Andr6,  my  Si.ster,  Seven  Hundred 
Pounds.  I  give  to  William  Lewis  Andr6  my  Hrother,  seven  Hundred  Pounds.  Hut  the 
conditions  on  which  I  give  the  alxive-mentioned  Sums  to  my  four  Sisters  and  brother,  are 
that  each  of  them  shall  pay  to  Mary  Louisa  Andrd,  my  Mother,  the  sum  of  Ten  Pounds 
yearly  during  her  Life.  I  give  to  Walter  ICwer,  Jun'r,  of  Dyer's  Court,  Aldermaiihury, 
One  Hundred  Pounds.  I  give  to  John  Hwer,  jun'r,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  One  Hundred 
Pounds.  I  desire  a  Ring,  value  I'ifty  Pounds,  to  be  given  to  my  friend  Peter  Boissier,  of 
the  Eleventh  Dragoons.  I  desire  that  Walter  Ivwcr  Jr.  of  Dyer's  Court,  Aldermanbury, 
have  the  in-sjiection  of  my  Papers,  Letters,  Mann.scripts.  I  mean  that  he  have  the  first 
inspection  of  them,  with  Liberty  to  destroy  or  detain  whatever  he  thinks  projier,  and  I 
desire  my  watch'  to  be  given  to  him.  And  I  lastly  give  and  lx;queath  to  my  brother  John 
Lewis  Andr6  the  residue  of  all  my  effects  whatsoever. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  Staten  Island,  in  the  Province  of  N.  York,  N.  America, 
the  7th  June,  1777. 

John  ANDRfe, 
Capt'n  in  26th  Regt.  of  Foot. 

N.  n.  The  currency  alluded  to  in  this  will  is  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain.  I 
desire  nothing  more  than  my  wearing  apparel  be  sold  by  public  auction. 

J.  A. 
Remarks. 

There  were  no  witnesses  to  the  will,  and  (so)  it  could  not  be  proved,  but  on  the 
9th  of  October,  1780,  Henry  White  and  William  Seaton,- Ksq.s.,  both  of  the  c'ty  of  New 

»  Simcoe  had  liis  legion  ado])t  black  and  white  cockades  in  mourning,  ami  Arnold  vented  his  chagrin  in  a 
cliaracleri.stic  letter  to  Washington  ; 

.Sir, — The  wanton  execution  of  a  gallant  Brili.sh  oflicer  in  cold  hliHxl,  may  be  only  the  prelude  to 
further  butcheries  on  the  same  ill-fated  occasion.  Nece.s.sity  conii)elleil  ine  to  leave  l)eliin(l  me  in  your 
camp  a  wife  and  offspring,  that  arc  endeared  to  nic  by  every  sacred  tie. 

If  any  violence  be  offered  to  them,  remember  I  will  revenge  their  wrongs  in  a  deluge  of  American 
bloo<l. 

Yours,  etc., 
New  York,  n,  Arnold. 

October  5,  1780. 

No  reply  was  vouchsafed  to  \.h\s.—Upcolt  Papers,  vi.,  page  65. 
Mrs.  Arnold  was  safely  conveyed  to  Philadelphia,  Major  Franks  escorting  her. 

Elias   Boudinot,   the  American   Commissary  of  prisoners  —  who  was  afterwards  the   first   President  of   the 
American  Bible  Society  —  says  Clinton  shut  himself  up  for  three  days  on  receipt  of  the  news. 

*  Peter  Van  Schaack  .says  he  saw  Arnold  and  his  wife,  visiting  the  Abbey,  stop  and  view  the  monument.— Van 
Schaack's  Life  of  Peter  Van  Schaack,  page  147. 
The  Genlleman's  Alagazine,  July,  1801,  records  that  Arnold  died  in  Gloucester  Place,  Ivondon,  June  14,  1801, 
and  on  the  21st  was  buried  at  Brompton.  But  Mr.  Everard  Home  Coleman,  of  London,  informs  me  ( 1899) 
that  he  has  more  than  once  tried  to  find  his  grave,  without  success. 
As  we  have  seen,  Andrd  had  a  gold  and  a  silver  one.  It  was  the  first  one  Colonel  Smith  bought,  and  .sent  to 
Rolwrtson  for  the  family  in  England.  Yet  in  1885  Bangs,  Merwin  anil  Co.,  of  New  York,  .sold  at  auction 
a  gold  watch,  which  they  guaranteed  to  be  the  original  one,  to  a  purchaser  unknown  to  them,  giving  the 
name  of  Peal>ody.  I  have  been  unable  to  trace  it.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  and  why  it  never 
reached  England.  This  watch  was  exhibited  at  the  Philadelphia  Centennial,  and  was  later  owned  by  Mr. 
Gabriel  Furman,  of  East  Orange,  N.  J.  Andre's  pocket-book  in  .some  unknown  manner  came  into  tlie 
hands  of  Joshua  Barrell,  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  and  is  now  in  the  collection  of  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society,  Hartford. 

2  This  was  William  Seton,  afterwards  the  finst  ca.shier  { 1784-1794)  of  the  Bank  of  New  York.  He  was  a  noted 
loyalist,  but  remained  in  the  city  after  the  British  left.  He  was  the  last  person  to  hold  the  office  of  Notary 
Public  under  a  British  appointment. 
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\'()rk,  apiK'arcel  iK'fore  Ciiry  Ludlow,  siirroffate  of  the  city,  and  dudnred  tlmt  they  were 
well  ;ici|ii:iiiiti'<l  with  the  liaiulwritiiiK  of  John  Andre,  formerly  Cnpt.  of  the  26tli 
I<e^;inient,  and  since  AdjiUnnt  Oeiiernl,  deceased,  and  they  Ixjlieved  that  the  l)efore-written 
iiistrninent,  piirixirtinK  to  he  his  last  will  and  testament,  was  his  own  and  proper  hand- 
writing.    Their  declaration  is  sijjned  by  the  Snrrogate.' 

The  original  will  cannot  now  be  found  in  the  New  York  Surrogate's 
office." 

For  forty  year.s  the  grave  on  "  Andre  Hill "  remained  undisturbed. 
Soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  who  dwelt  in  Tappan,  and  peaceful  citizens  who  h.id 
witnessed  the  death  of  its  inmate,  oft  told  the  story  to  the  generation  born  after 
tlie  second  war  with  Great  Britain.  No  spot  in  the  county,  indeed  in  the  State, 
was  better  known  or  more  accurately  identified.'  In  1820,  the  head  and  footstones 
of  Captain  Partridge's  visit  had  disappeared,  and  but  a  heap  of  stones  and  a  peach 
tree  planted  by  the  hands  of  a  sympathizing  woman,  marked  the  spot.  In  1821, 
at  the  instance  of  Mr.  James  Buchanan,  British  Constil  at  New  York,  tlie  Duke  of 
York  —  Queen  Victoria's  uncle,  and  Commander  of  the  British  Army  —  asked 
permission  of  Governor  Dc  Witt  Clinton  to  remove  the  remains  to  England. 
This  being  granted^  a  British  man-of-war,  commanded  by  Captain  Paul,  conve3'ed 
the  Consul  and  a  small  party  of  friends  up  the  Hudson  to  Dobbs'  Ferry,  on 
August  10,  182 1.  It  was  a  significant  fact,  that  no  British  armed  vessel  had  been 
in  those  waters  since  the  close  of  the  Revolution  (nor  has  any  such  been  there 
since).  At  Dobbs'  Ferry  the  party  disembarked  and  proceeded  to  Tappan  by  way 
of  Snecdeu's  landing,  opposite  the  Ferry,  and  were  met  by  Rev.  John  Demarest, 
of  Tappan,  owikt  of  the  land  where  was  the  grave.  Mr.  Buchanan's  account 
says : 

We  proceeded  up  a  narrow  lane  to  the  opening  into  the  field,  which  led  to  an 

elevated  sixjl"  on  the  hill,  commanding  a  view  of  the  .surrounding  country  for  miles. 

General   Washington's  headquarters  was   fully   in  view.     The  field  was  cultivated,   but 

I  A'.  E.  Genealogical  and  Antiquarian  Register,  Vol.  vi.  (January,  185J).  Collateral  desceiulaiits  of  Andrd  are 
(1899)  livnig  in  England.  I  have  just  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  l,ewis  Andr(!,  the  grandson  of  his  uncle 
ami  executor,  who  resides  at  Horsham,  Surrey.  Andre's  sisters  lived  for  many  years  at  No.  23  Circus, 
Hath,  Kiigland,  where  Louisa  Katharine  died,  on  Chri.slinas  Day,  1835,  eij;lily-one  years  old,  and  Mary 
Hannah,  on  March  3,  1845,  at  ninety-three  (of  the  third  sister,  Ann  Marguerite,  I  have  no  details).  The 
two  were  buried  at  Ilathhanipton,  near  Bath. 
h'oles  and  Queries  (London),  January  15,  1870,  says  that  Andrd,  while  a  prisoner  at  Albany  (?),  painted  the 
portraits  of  his  parents,  and  tlmt  this  painting  is  in  the  possession  of  the  family  of  Major  General  Cuyler, 
of  t'itenliage,  Cape  Colony  — that  General  Cuyler's  father  (?)  had  been  Mayor  of  AllMiny.  This  cannot  lie 
verified. 

-  Mr.  John  Schuyler,  the  former  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  makes  a  singular  error  in 
.saying  the  will  was  filetl  at  Tappan.  (Ili.story  of  the  Society,  New  York,  1886.)  I  have  copied  the  will 
from  Lossing. 

■1  It  was  reserved  for  an  anonymous  writer  of  1890,  in  compiling  a  railroad  guid.',  to  gravely  assure  the  public 
that  "contrary  to  the  general  Ijelief,  Andre  was  not  hanged,  but  shot"  (!)— and  for  the  Rev.  S.  Reynolds 
Hole  (Canon  Itole),  of  Enf^lanil,  to  repeat  the  blunder  in  1898.  As  the  latter  writer  visited  the  United 
Slates  in  1893,  his  error  is  the  more  remarkable.  Such  assertions  are  fairly  entitled  to  ATr.  Boffin*s 
characterization  of  "  scarers  in  print." 

*  When  it  is  considered  that  the  war  of  181 2  had  ended  only  .six  years  before,  and  that  its  memories,  with  those 
of  1776,  and  of  the  kidnapping  of  our  seamen  and  their  cruel  treatment  in  Dartmoor  Prison,  culminating 
in  the  "Dartmoor  Massacre,"  were  fresh  in  the  mind"-,  of  our  people,  I  think  this  consent  was  mag- 
nanimous. B  Captain  Partridge  says,  page  S3. 
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arniiiid  the  ktsivv  tlio  plcniKh  liiul  nol  npproiu-Iied  lu'iircr  tlinii  tliroi-  or  four  yards,  tlmt 
space  lH.'iiiK  coveritl  witli  lixise  stiiiit-s  thrown  ii|h)Ii  and  around  (lie  uravu,  whirli  was  only 
indicated  l)y  two  cedar  trees  ahont  ten  feet  hi^'h.  A  small  ixadi  tree  had  also  ln-en 
planted  at  the  head  of  the  Rrave.  As  scxm  as  .he  stones  were  cleared  away,  not  a  tongue 
moved  amongst  the  multitude'     -lireathless  anxiety  was  depicted  on  every  countenance. 

*  *  *  *  The  earth  was  removed  with  the  hands,  as  we  s<M)n  discovered  the  coflin-lid  was 
broken  in  the  centre.  With  n^'nt  cn'e  this  was  removed,  and  there  lay  the  l)oncs  in 
perfect  order.  The  roots  of  the  iKjaeh  tree  had  completely  surrounded  the  skldl,  like  a 
net.'''  After  allowing  all  to  pass  around  and  view  the  reinaiiis  as  they  lay,  which  very 
many'  did,  vith  unfeigned  tears  and  lamentations,'  the  Ixmes  were  carefully  removed 
and  ])laccd  in  the  .sarcophnKUS  of  mahogany,  lined  with  crimson  velvet  (winch  had  lieen 
provided  l)y  order  of  the  Duke  of  York).  *  *  *  *  i  did  ,|ot  find  a  single  button,  nor  any 
article,  save  a  leather  .string''  that  had  tied  the  hair,  in  jjcrfect  preservation,  coiled  and 
tied  as  it  had  l)een  on  his  hair  at  the  time.     This  I  forwarded  to  his  sisters  in  I'Inglaiul." 

*  *  *  *  The  sjircophagus  was  lx)rnc  amid  the  silent  and  unliought  regret  of  the  numerous 
a.ssendilage,  to  Mr.  Deniarcst's  house,  with  the  intention  of  removing  it  to  Mis  Majesty's 
packet  on  the  Tuesday  following.' 

The  peach  tree  was  dtig  up  and  taken  to  Lotidoii,  where  it  was  rephtnted  in 
the  King's  garden  i  .  ind  Carlton  Honse,  The  two  cedars  were  also  sent  to 
London,  and  from  the  wood  of  one  the  Duke  of  York  had  a  snuff  box"  made, 


1  Cnptaiii  I'arlriil){e  says  the  place  is  20o  feet  above  tide  111  the  IIuiIhoii,  and  12.1  feet  aliove  the  floor  of  Andre's 

room. 
'  AllhoiiKh  Mr.  Iluchanan  docs  not  mention  It,  the  pastor  of  the   Dnieh  clinrch.  Rev.  Nicholas  I.nnsin^',  was 

fircsent,  and  Rev.  Dr.  CnW  Informs  me  that  he  is  tolcrahly  po-ilive  that  lie  was  told,  in  his  lioyliooil,  tjial  a 
irlef  religions  service  was  conducted  hy  I*r.  L.     Some  writers  sriy  the  Diike  <ff  York  w.is  present.     This  is 

iiiiposslhle.     He  was  never  In  the  I'nited  States. 
'i  .\n  instance,  similar  to  this  cir-ons  circumstance,  may  he  recalled  In  the  fact  that  when,  a  nutnlier  of  years 

.since,  the  grave  of  Roger      lUiams  was  opened  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  his  skeleton  was  fonnd  entwined  with 

the  roots  of  an  aiijile  tree  that  had  grown  near  the  grave. —  It'nt.  /..  Stonv,  to  tlw  ytitlhor. 
!•  There   were  then  living   In  Tajipaii  many  jiersons  who,  as  young  people  (and   some  also  as  soldiers)  had 

witnessed  the  execntlon.     Some  of  those  to  whom  they  tol'd  the  story  of  ly.Soare  yet  living.     One  is  Rev. 

Dr.  D.'ivid  Cole  (now  of  Yoiikers),  son  of  the  then  pa.stor  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  'I'appan.     l-'rom  him  I 

have  received  nmcli  infoimatioii. 
''  C/.  Thacher's  words,  forty-one  years  before,  "The  tears  of  thousands  fell  on  the  spot  where  he  lay."     As  Dr. 

Thacher  was  living  at  this  time,  ami  until  1H.1.J,  It  is  \'-'  be  regretted  he  was  not  present  on  this  nieinorahle 

occasion. 

6  Mr.  Huchanan  had  supposed  A'  lr(5  was  buried   in   hi .  uniform,  and  complained   bitterly  that    the  historic 

statement  of  Dr.  Thacher  to  that  effect  was  false,  lint  In  i.S^4  Dr.  Thacher  wrote  him  that,  while  he  had 
so  .stated,  he  had  not  waited  to  see  the  actual  Interment,  and  that  the  sub.scquent  .statement  whicli  I  credit 
to  "Baldwin"  (that  tlie  uniform  was  given  to  f«aune)  was  (hnibtless  correct.  The  Consul  accepted  the 
explanation,  and  had  the  Doctor's  letter  publish  .d  In  the  Vititt'ii  Srn'ict'  Jotinial,  of  London,  and  its 
substance  in  the  New  York  Alhion,  March  7,  i'*.^. 
Why  Dr.  Thacher  delayed  writing  it  until  i.S^4  is  not  explained. 
«  "  Some  locks  of  his  hair  remained,  which  were  sent  to  his  sisters.  The  string  which  tied  his  hair  is  in 
possession  of  the  l^ean  of  Westminster." — Stanley,  Histonial  Mt'moiri  01  Wt'ntmiuster  Ahbt-y.  II., 
page  9.V 

7  This  part  of  the  plan  seems  not  to  have  been  carried  out,  as  they  were  actually  conveyed  to  I'ortsmouth  by  the 

frigate  I'liaeloii,  Captain  W.  C.  Montague.  She  arrived  there  1;'  October.  The  remains  were  interred  111 
Westininster  .\ht)ey  —  in  the  presence  of  a  representative  f*i  the  War  Department,  and  of  Mr.  I.ocker, 
Secretary  of  Greenwich  Hospital  (and  father  of  the  late  I''rederick  Locker,  the  poet),  who  attended  on 
behalf  of  Andre's  sisters.  In  iS.to  ('.rant  Thorburn  wrote  in  the  h'fiickt'ffKKk  ■  jVfi,i;a::inf :  "I  hud  an 
ardent  desire  to  handle  the  skull  which  had  once  contained  such  mighty  projects.  I  obtained  an  order 
from  the  Consul,  and  boarded  the  frigate,  taking  with  me  a  handsome  myrtle  jilant,  which  I  placed  on 
the  lid  of  the  sarcophagus.  This  was  carried  to  London,  planted  and  nonrislie<l,  and  many  persons  of 
note  had  cuttings  from  it,  as  it  was  known  as  '  Andrd's  myrtle.'  When  I  held  Andrd's  skull  in  my  hands 
I  observed  that  the  root  of  a  tree  had  penetraleil  the  bone  on  one  side  and  come  out  on  the  other." 

**  Now  owned  by,  page  84. 
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lined  with  gold,  which  he  sent  to  Mr.  Deniarest  in  recognition  of  his  services. 
Andre's  sisters  also  sent  him  a  silver  cnp,  suitably  inscribed. 

After  the  exhumation  the  grave  was  refilled,  and  once  more  the  field  where 
the  historic  drama  had  been  euacted  that  October  day  was  left  lonely  and  uncared 
for,  save  for  the  placing  of  the  inscribed  boulder,  noted  on  page  80,  until  1879. 
Ninety-nine  years  after  Andre's  death  Dean  Stanley  visited  the  United  States, 
and  was  the  guest  of  Cyrus  W.  Field,  at  Irvington.  At  his  suggestion  Mr.  Field 
erected  a  monument  to  mark  the  spot  of  execution.'  Its  erection,  or  inscription, 
gave  offence  to  some  Socialists,  one  of  whom,  Hendrix"  by  naiae,  blew  it  up  with 
dynamite.     A  second  met  the  same  fate.     The  inscription  on  it  reads : 

Here  died,  October  2,  1780, 

Major  John  AndrS  of  the  British  Army, 

wliD,  entering  the  American  Unes 

on  a  secret  mission  to  Benedict  Arnold 

for  the  surrender  of  West  Point, 

was  taken  prisoner,  tried  and  condemiied  as  a  spy. 

His  death, 

though  according  to  the  stern  code  of  war, 

moved  even  his  enemies  to  pity  ; 

and  both  armies  mourned  the  fate 

of  one  so  young  and  so  brave. 

In  182 1  his  remains  were  removed  to 

Westminster  Abbey. 

A  hundred  years  after  the  execution 

this  stone  was  placed  above  the  spot  where  he  lay, 

by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  against  which  he  fought, 

not  to  perpetuate  the  record  of  -strife, 

but  in  token  of  those  better  feelings 

which  have  since  united  two  nations, 

one  in  race,  in  language  and  in  religion, 

in  the  hope  that  the  friendly  understanding 

will  never  be  broken. 

Arthur  Pknrhvn  Stanlsy, 

Dean  of  WestmiiLster. 

He  was  more  unfortunate  than  criminal. 

George  Washington. 
Sunt  K.chrymx"  rerum  et  mentem  mortalia  tangunt. 

.^NEiD,  Book  I.,  line  462. 

"  Now  owned  liy  Rev.  John  Deniarest's  daughter,  Mrs.  James  (.  Blauvelt,  I'aterson,  N.  J.  It  is  also  stated  by 
Mr.  Buchanan  that  "Andre's  watch"  was  "recovered"  and  sent  to  his  sisters.  It  is  not  stated  from 
whom  it  was  "  recovered."    Tlie  history  of  the  watches  is  decidedly  obscure. 

1  Representatives  of  the  New  York  and  Rockland  Counties  Historical  societies,  and  many  other  piiests,  were 
present  at  the  unveiling  of  the  monument.  In  1S7.S  there  were  living  three  men  who  had  witnessed  the 
exhumation  of  Andre's  remains  — David  D.  Ilrower,  John  J.  Griffiths  and  John  H.  Cutwater.  Through 
tlu-ir  testimony,  Mr.  Henry  Whittemore,  .Secretary  of  the  Rockland  County  Society,  had  identified  the 
spot  where  the  execution  took  place,  and  the  monument  was  placed  there. 

'  He  met  a  violent  death  in  Brooklyn  in  1884. 


The  Andr^  Monument,  Tapi'an. 

By  foreij^n  hands  thy  hiiinble  ^rave  adoni'd, 

By  strangers  honor'd,  and  by  strangers  mourn'il. — /b/c 


The  line  from  the  ^neid,  literally  translated,  is,  "  Here  are  tears  for  our 
affections,  and  human  calamities  touch  the  mind."  In  Conington's  translation  it 
is  thus  rendered : 

E'en  here  the  tear  of  pity  springs 

And  hearts  are  touched  by  huniaii  things, 

When  my  iirst  visit  was  made,  the  monument,  which  is  of  polished 
granite  7»4  x  5  x  3  feet,  was  lying  on  its  side,  and  of  its  foundation  only  a  few 
bricks  remained,  but  it  has  since  been  re-erected.     The  whole  is  surrounded  by  an 

iron  railing. 

Aside  from  the  historic  interest  of  the  place,  the  view  from  and  around  it 
is  charming.  East  and  north  the  country  is  well  wooded,  yet  dotted  with  small 
farms.  Northeast,  across  the  Hudson,  are  the  Tarrytown  heights,  and  the 
Captors'  Monument.  Haverstraw,  Stony  Point  and  King's  Ferry  are  a  few  miles 
above,  and  as  the  tourist  stands  on  the  scene  of  the  last  act  of  the  tragedy,  Dol)bs' 
Ferry,  where  lay  the  Greyhound  with  Robertson  and  his  companions  aboard,  that 
eventful  October  day,  is  directly  east  and  almost  in  sight.  The  visitor  of  any 
sentiment  instinctively  recalls  Dr.  Johnson's  words  about  Marathon  and  adapts 
them  to  the  scene  before  him :  "  That  man  is  little  to  be  envied  whose  patriotism 
would  not  gain  force  upon  the  plain  of" — Tappan. 
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1780. 

SKPTKMIIKR 

10. 

(Sunday) 

•• 

II. 

( jVonday ) 

■■ 

13. 

(  Wednesday) 

" 

18. 

( Monday ) 

" 

19. 

(Tuesday) 

•■ 

20. 

( Wednesday) 

tt 

31. 

(  Thursday) 
(Morning) 

(Midnight) 

22. 

(Friday) 
(Just  past 
midnight ) 

M 

•' 

(Friday) 

(Almost  dawn) 

II 

" 

(Friday) 
(Day  break) 

It 
II 

" 

(Friday) 
( Before 

10  A.  M.) 

(Friday) 

(Up  to  al)out 
5  P.  M. ) 

II 

(Friday) 

(5P.M.) 

(Friday) 
(8.30  P.M.) 

II 

23. 

(Saturday) 
( Dawn ) 

(Salurdar) 
(Daylight 
to  9.30) 

Arnold  visits  Smith  at  Ilaverslraw  lo  arninge  matters. 

Arnold  goes  by  boat  to  near  Dobbs'  bVrry,  is  fiii-d  on  and  narrowly  escapes. 

Writes  Andri!  to  meet  him  on  llie  2ntb. 

Writes  to  Kobinson. 

The  dinner  to  Clinton  al  Kip's  lionse. 
Arnold  spends  that  night  at  Smith's  bouse. 

Arnold  returns  to  his  quarters,  with  his  wife. 

Andr<!  spends  all  day  on  the  VuUure,  expecting  Arnold. 

Arnold  returns  to  llaverstraw  and  coerces  the  Colipihoun  la-others. 

Smith  goes  aboard  the  Vutlure. 

Smith  brings  Andre  ashore  at  Long  Clove. 

Andr6  and  Arnold  ride  to  Smith's  house. 
Colonel  Livingston  oi)ens  fire  on  the  Vullurr. 
Arnold  returns  to  his  (piarters. 

Andr^  remains  at  Smith's  house. 

Andr(5,  guided  by  Smith,  rides  to  King's  b'erry. 

Being  stopped  by  Captain  Kbenezer  Hoyd,  Second  Westchester  Militia, 
they  pass  the  night  at  house  of  Andreas  Miller,  four  miles  east  of 
Peekskill. 

The  iourney  resumed,  they  are  stopped  at  Crompond  Corner  by  Captain 
Ebene/.er  1-oote,  of  the  Commi.ssury  Department,  but  allowed  to 
proceed. 

At  home  of  Isaac  Underbill,  3>^  ""'e-^  f'''""  Crompond  Corner,  they  have 
breakfast.  Smith  parts  from  Andre  and  goes  to  Arnold's  head- 
quarters. Aiidr*:-  proceeds  over  Pine's  bridge  in  direcfiim  of  Dobbs' 
J'erry.  In  Chappa<iua  he  entiuires  bis  way  of  Stevenson  Thoriie,  and 
in  Pleasantville  waters  his  hor.se  opposite  Sylvanus  linmdage's  house. 
At  house  of  Stiuits  Hammond,  Pleasantville,  he  learns  of  the  scouts 
at  Young's  Tavern,  below,  and  retraces  his  path  to  Mekcel's  Corners. 
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SKITKMHKR   11. 

(9.  VI  or  II) 

(.Si//«»rfllV) 
(Alxiut  niKin) 

.. 

{Saturday) 
(AIkjuI  5) 

"                " 

{SalurJay) 
(Uite  at  iilKlit) 

14. 

{Surit/ay) 
(8  a.  m.) 

(,S'«n(/iM') 
(ITiicertain 
hour) 

"                " 

{Snni/ay) 
(Nuun) 

as- 

{Mom/av) 
(BreaWrniit) 

"                        '* 

(Monday) 

(4  to  6  1'.  M.) 

"                        " 

(Monday) 
(Midnight) 

26. 

(  Tuesday) 
(At  Dawn) 

27. 

(  Wednesday) 

28. 

( Thursday) 

.. 

( Thursday) 
(noon) 

"                        " 

(Thursday) 
(afternoon) 

"                        " 

(Thursday) 
(later) 

29. 

(Friday) 

30- 

(Saturday) 

OCTOBBR            I. 

(Sunday) 
(Noon) 

"                     2. 

(Monday) 

Rmrheii  Tarrytown  anil  in  captiirH. 

Tlir  march  towards  Jaint'Stnrfl  Iiradqiiartprn,  I'irRt  atop  at  the  Reed 
Tavern,  KaHt  Tarrytown,  where  Andr6  luis  bread  and  milk  —  next  at 
Foiihay  houM,  below  Kensico,  and  third  at  Reulien  Wrif^ht'ii,  at 
Kennlco. 

Arrival  at  JameRon'H  hcad(|iiarterH,  Sands  Mills,  Armonk,  twelve  miles  from 
Tarrytown.     Jameson  sends  him  on  towards  Arnold, 

Major  Tallinail|{«  returns  from  outpost  duty,  and  urges  that  he  lie  brought 
back. 

Aiidr£  is  returned  to  Sands  Mills.     Tallinadge  meets  him  there. 

lie  is  taken  to  Sheldon's  headquarters  at  South  Salem,  in  Gilbert  house, 
anil  meets  I<ieute'iant  King  and  Ur.  Brunson, 

Smith  dines  in  Washington's  company  at  rishkiU, 

Arnold,  at  the  Robinson  House,  receives  the  letter  announcing  Andre's 
arrest,  and  escapes. 

Washington  orders  Andr£  to  be  sent  to  the  Robinson  House. 

I  Smith  arrested  at  Kishkill  and  taken  to  the  Robinson  House. 
I  AndriS  taken  from  Sheldon's  quarters,  under  a  strong  escort,  during  heavy 
rain,  and  reaches  the  Robinson  House.     The  day  is  passed  there. 

Andr6  and  Smith  are  taken  to  West  Point. 

Both  are  taken  by  boat  to  Stony  Point  (King's  Ferry),  and  by  land  towards 

Tappan. 
They  dine  at  Coe's  Tavern,  Hempstead,  and 

reach  Tappan. 

Washington  also  arrives  and  orders  a  court  martial. 

The  court  finds  Andr^  guilty. 

Washington  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders  Andr^  to  be  hung  on 
October  1  st,  at  5  P.  M. 

Clinton's  committee— Elliot,  Robinson  and  Smith  — come  up  to  Dobbs' 
I'erry,  and  the  execution  is  postponed  one  day. 

ANDRE   EXECUTED. 


(Noon) 


■8ai. 

August 

October 

novbmbbr 


His  remains  disinterred  and  taken  to  Halifax,  N.  S. 
Taken  to  England  in  the  fiigate  Phaeton. 
Interred  in  Westminster  Abbey. 


3.     i 


t-     £ 


HOW   STANDS  THE  GLASS  AROUND? 

The  writor  ami  composer  of  this  song  me  iiiiknowii.  It  upi)eiin)il  as  a  hroadaide  In 
1710.  In  1729  it  wiiM  produced  ut  a  little  theatre  in  tlie  Hay  Market,  Loii(;')ii,  under  the  title 
"Why,  Soldiera,  why  J "  iu  "  The  I'atrdii,  or  the  Statesman's  Opera."  Collections  made  ni 
1775  have  both  words  and  nuisic,  and  Shield  introduced  the  .lonK  i"t'>  "The  Siege  of  (iib- 
raltor."  It  is  usually  called  "  General  Wolfe's  song,"  and  is  said  to  liavo  been  sung  by  him 
on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  Quebec.  There  is  ii  story,  which  seems  to  bo  authentic,  that  aa 
his  night  expedition  against  the  city  was  floating  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  ho  repeated 
several  stanzfis  from  Gray's  "  Elegj',"  and  remarked  that  ho  "  would  rather  have  written 
that  poem  than  take  Quebec  to-moiTow."  It  is  not  milikely  that  this  anecdote,  together 
with  the  fact  that  he  had  sometimes  sung  "  How  stands  the  gla.ss  around  t "  wius  what  gave 
rise  to  the  story  which  makes  it  his  death-song. 
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liarmonizM  by  Edirard  8.  Cnmmlnfifl. 
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round?  For  shamcl    ye  take       no     care,      my  boys;  How 

why,        Should   wo        be  mol   -    an-  cho  -    ly,  boysf  WTiy, 
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round? 
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May  we  still  be  found 
Cold,  hot,  wet,  or  dry. 
But,       If        we     re   -    main, 


Con- tent  with  our  hard  fate,  inyt>oys,On      the     cold  ground! 
We're     always  bound  to     fol-low,boys,And  scorn      to       fly  I 
A       hot -tie  and    a    Itlnd  landlady  Cure      all        a  •    gain  I 
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ROSLIN    CASTLE. 

(So-callfd,  hill  differing  from  Ihr  (treicni-day  air.) 
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The  Andri!  Chaik. 

Inscribed  on  back  —  " /«  Ihis  liiair  sal  Majok  Andrk.  .Idjiitanl-Cnitritl  Io 
llif  liritish  army,  i^htn  lie  urole,  al  the  quarlvn  of  l.iiiil.  Joshua  k'ini;, 
Ihc  leller  Io  Ceiicral  Waslnnxlon  iriealiiig  Ihc  lirasoii  of  Atnolil."  — 
(Owned  !)y  J.  Howard  Kin^,  Esq.,  AllMiny. ) 
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THE  "BLEW"    BIRD. 

I  li'rillen  hcfoic  iStm.) 
(Copied  fro,n  a  .nanuscipt  collection  in  the  Drcxel  Musical  Library,  belonging  to  the  New  York  Public  Library,  Lenox  Brand.. ) 


(l''()l<    FlI'lC  OK    FuTii.) 


li^-^ 


S      i     f 


p 


m 


^r^^^^^^ 


^^^^^^^^^^^ 


[ljnftrrtT^^^mrf^^'^'^\ ' '  i'^1-1  Mil 


The  original  copyist  seen.s  in  part  astray  in  his  notation  of  a  few  notes,  as  is  evident  from  the  insertion  of  the  word  "rong,") 


<  * 


Colonel  1st  New  Hampshire  Continentals. 
Adjutant  Gen'l  Continental  Anny. 


The  following  poem  was  written  by  Major  Andre  after  the  attack  of  Wayne 
upon  a  block-house,  near  Bull's  Ferry.  The  last  canto  was  published  in  RivniR. 
ton's  Gazette,  on  the  day  when  Andre  was  captured  at  Tarrytown.  I  copied  this 
from  an  original  copy  in  the  handwriting  of  Andre  himself;  and  I  made  a 
facsimile  of  the  last  stanza  as  it  appears  in  that  copy.  It  is  written  upon  small 
folio  paper,  and  under  the  endorsement  of  Andr6  himself  are  the  following  lines  : 
^  ^  — Loning. 

"  When  the  epic  strain  was  sung, 
The  poet  by  the  neck  was  hung  ; 
And  to  his  cost  he  finds  too  late, 
The  dung-born  tribe  decides  his  fate." 


,,,^^,e^e.^^^U2!^ 


Elizabethlown,  Aug.  r,  17S0. 


Canto  1. 
To  drive  the  kine  one  summer's  morn, 

The  tanner  took  his  way, 
The  calf  shall  rue  that  is  unborn 

The  jumbling  of  that  day. 

And  Wayne  descending  steers  shall  know. 

And  tauntingly  deride. 
And  call  to  mind,  in  ev'ry  low. 

The  tanning  of  his  hide. 

Yet  Bergen  cows  still  ruminate 

Unconscious  in  the  stall. 
What  mighty  means  were  used  to  get, 

And  lose  them  after  all. 


For  many  heroes  bold  and  brave 
From  New  Bridge  and  Tnpiuiu, 

And  those  that  drink  Passaic's  wave. 
And  those  that  eat  soupaan. 

And  sons  of  distant  Delaware, 

And  still  remoter  Shannon, 
And  Major  Lee  with  horses  rare. 

And  Proctor  with  his  cannon. 

All  wondrous  proud  in  arms  they  came- 

What  hero  could  refuse, 
To  tread  the  rugged  path  to  fame, 

Who  had  a  pair  of  shoes  ? 
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7  Al  six  llic  lioat,  with  swcaliiiK  bull, 

Arrivi'il  ill  l''ri'i'il"tii's  I'lilc, 
Wlun  Waviif,  wlm  llimi>;lit  lie'il  time  ciioiij;li, 
Tims  spt'L'chifircl  tlie  wliole  : 

8  "  U  Vf  wliom  kIui'v  '!""'  ""•'''• 

Who  I'niMlcim's  cause  espDUso, 
Wlutlii-r  till-  wiuK  thill's  iloiimtd  to  fiKht, 
Or  Ihnl  to  lirivu  the  t-ows  ; 

9  Krc  yet  viiu  teuipl  your  further  way, 

Or  into  iielioti  eoiue, 
Hear,  sohliers,  what  I  have  to  sny, 
Anil  take  a  piut  of  rum. 

10  Intemp'rate  valor  then  will  string 

Hacli  nervous  arm  the  better, 

So  all  the  land  shall  U) !  sing, 

Anil  read  the  (jcu'ral's  letter. 

1 1  Know  that  .some  paltry  refu};ees, 

Whom  I've  a  mind  to  fight, 

Are  playing  b— 1  among  the  trees 

That  grow  on  yonder  height. 

12  Their  fori  and  block-house  we'll  level, 

And  deal  a  horriil  slaughter  ; 
We'll  drive  the  scoundrels  to  the  devil, 


ij     I  under  cover  of  lb'  attack, 

Whil.sl  you  are  all  at  lilows, 
Krom  English  Neighb'rhood  and  Tinack 
Will  drive  away  the  cows. 

14  I'or  well  you  know  Ihe  latter  is 

The  serious  operation. 
And  figbting  with  tbe-refugees 
Is  only  demonstration." 

15  His  daring  words  from  all  the  crowd 

Such  great  iipjjlause  did  gain. 
That  every  man  declared  aloud 
I'or  serious  work  with  Wayne. 

i6    Then  from  the  cask  of  rum  once  more 
They  look  a  heady  gill. 
When  one  and  all  they  loudly  swore 
They'd  fighl  upon  the  bill. 

17  But  here — the  muse  lias  not  a  strain 

Befitliug  such  great  deeds. 
Hurra,  Ibey  cried,  hurra  for  Wayne  ! 
And  shouting  *  »  » 

Canto  2. 

18  Near  his  meridian  pom]),  llie  sun 

Had  jouruey'd  from  the  horizon. 
When  fierce  the  dusky  tribe  mov'd  on, 
Of  heroes  drunk  as  poison. 


19    The  sounds  confused  of  lioasling  oaths, 
Re-echoed  through  the  woo<l. 
Some  vow'd  to  sleep  in  dead  men's  clothes, 
And  some  to  swim  in  hlooil. 

JO    At  Irvine's  nod,  'twas  fine  to  see 
The  left  prepared  to  fight. 
The  while  the  drovers,  Wayne  and  l,ee. 
Drew  oft  upon  the  right. 
31     Which  Irvine  'twas  Fame  don't  relate. 
Nor  can  the  Muse  assist  her, 
Whether  'twas  be  that  cocks  a  hat. 
Or  he  that  gives  a  glister. 

3}    For  greatly  one  was  signalized. 
That  fought  at  Chestnut  Hill, 
And  Canada  immortalized 
The  vender  of  the  pill. 

jj    Yet  the  attendance  ujion  Proctor 

They  both  might  have  to  boast  of ; 
For  there  was  business  for  the  doctor. 
And  hats  to  be  dispo.sed  of. 

24  Let  none  uncandidly  infer 

That  Stirling  wanted  spunk. 
The  self-made  peer  had  sure  been  there, 
But  that  the  peer  was  drunk. 

25  But  turn  we  to  the  Hudson's  banks. 

Where  stood  the  modest  train, 
With  purpose  firm,  though  slender  ranks, 
Nor  car'd  a  pin  for  Wayne. 

26  For  them  the  unrelenting  hand 

Of  rebel  fury  drove. 
And  tore  from  ev'ry  genial  band 
Of  friendship  and  of  love. 

27  And  -some  within  a  dungeon's  gloom. 

By  mock  tribunals  laid. 
Had  waited  long  a  cruel  doom, 
Impending  o'er  their  heads. 

28  Here  one  bewails  a  brother's  fate. 

There  one  a  sire  demands. 
Cut  off,  alas !  before  their  date. 
By  ignominious  hands. 

29  And  silver'd  grandsires  here  appcar'd 

In  deep  distress  serene. 
Of  reverend  manners  that  declared 
The  better  days  they'd  seen. 

30  Oh  !  curs'd  rebellion,  these  are  thine. 

Thine  are  these  tales  of  woe  ; 
Shall  at  thy  dire  insatiate  shrine 
Blood  never  cease  to  flow  ? 

31  And  now  the  foe  began  to  lead 

His  forces  to  th'  attack  ; 
Balls  whistling  unto  balls  succeed. 
And  make  the  block-house  crack. 


The  Captors'  Moni-mknt,  Tarrytown. 
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33     N't  Httot  cotllil  ]msM,  If  \'oti  will  take 
Tlif  xfirrfil'M  winil  for  Inie  ; 
Hut  'U»  n  (I— till-  inlHlalii', 
I'ur  ev'ry  ahot  wviit  iliri>iiKli. 

;^3    Tlu-  firmer  ii«  Uu'  rt-hi'ls  itrt'iwed, 
Til**  loyal  Iktim'H  Htallil  ; 
Virtui'  Imil  lU'rvM  farli  lioiicsl  lirenBt, 
AikI  IiuliiHtry  ficli  hiiiul. 

,Vt     III  v.'ilor'H  phri-iiHy,  Uaiiiilton 
KihIi'  like  a  nitlilicr  lii);, 
And  sicretary  Ilarrisciii, 
\Viti)  ])en  »tu('k  in  IiIh  wif<. 

VS     Hill.  li'»l  I'liiiflain  Wasliiiiulo" 

Sliould  niiiiirii  tlinn  in  tlii'  ninin|iH, 
Tilt'  fate  (if  WilliriiiKt'in  t"  slinn, 
'I'licy  funKlil  hchinil  the  Htiinips. 

36     But  all !  Tliacldeim  I'owiet,  wliy 
Should  tliy  p'Hir  smil  elope? 
And  why  nhonld  TiliiH  Hooper  die, 
Ah!  die -wilhonl  a  rope? 

yj     Apostate  Murphy,  thou  to  whuui 
I'air  Shela  ne'er  was  rniel  ; 
III  iliiilh  sihill  liiiir  her  nimirn  thy  doom, 
Oeh  !  wonld  ye  die,  my  jewel? 

38  Thee,  Nathan  I'mnjikin,  I  lament, 

Of  melancholy  fate. 
The  j^ray  j^oose,  Htoleii  as  he  wenl. 
In  his  heart's  hlood  was  wet. 

39  Now  as  the  finht  was  fnrthcr  fouj5hl. 

And  halls  hegan  to  thirken. 
The  fray  assuni'd,  the  Ken'rals  thought. 
The  color  of  a  licking. 

40  Yet  undismay'd  the  chiefs  commaiiil. 

And,  to  redeem  the  day. 
Cry,  "Soldiers,  charge  !"  they  hear,  they  stand. 
They  turn  and  run  iiway. 

Canto  3. 

41  Not  all  delights  the  blomly  spear. 

Or  horrid  din  of  battle. 
There  are,  I'm  sure,  who'd  like  to  '..  w 
A  word  about  the  rattle. 

43     The  chief  whom  we  beheld  of  late. 
Near  Scliralenberg  haranguing. 
At  Yan  Van  Poop's  unconscious  sfU, 
Of  Irvine's  hearty  banging. 

43    While  valiant  Lee,  with  courage  wild, 
Most  bravely  did  op|)ose 
The  tears  of  women  and  of  child, 
Who  begg'd  he'd  leave  the  cows. 


.(4     Ihit  Wayne,  of  syin|iathl/ing  heart, 
Reipiired  a  relief. 
Not  all  the  blessings  coulil  im|mrt 
Of  battle  or  iif  lieef. 

■IS     I'or  nnw'  a  prey  to  fi-mjli-  chaniiN, 
His  honl  look  nioie  delight  ill 
A  lovely  Ilamailryail's  arms. 
Than  eow  driving  or  lighting. 

4fi    .\  nymph,  the  refugees  had  ilrove 
I'lir  from  her  native  Ir.e, 
Just  liappeii'il  to  be  on  the  move, 
When  up  came  Wayne  and  I,ee. 

47  She  in  mail  Anllmny's  fierce  eye 

Tin-  Ittro  saw  jiortray'il. 
And,  all  in  tears,  she  took  lilm  bv 
—  the  bridle  of  his  jade. 

48  Hear,  sidd  the  nymph,  ()  great  conimaniler. 

No  hnman  lamenlalions. 
The  trees  you  see  Ihitn  culling  yondi'r 
Are  all  tny  near  rt.lalions, 

49  And  I,  forlorn,  implore  thine  aid 

To  flee  the  sjicred  glove  ; 

So  shall  thy  prowess  be  repaid 

Willi  an  innnortal's  lo\(.. 

.^o     Now  some,  to  Jirove  she  was  a  goddess  ! 
Said  this  enchanting  fair. 
Had  late  retired  from  the  /loi/ifi, 
In  all  the  poniji  of  war. 

.1)1     That  drums  and  merry  fifes  had  play'd 
To  honor  her  retreat. 
And  Cnnninghain  himself  convev'il 
The  lady  through  the  sii  -    t. 

.S2    Great  Wayne,  by  .soft  eoiui  .ission  sway'd 
To  no  inquiry  stoops. 
Hut  takes  the  fair,  afilicted  maid 
Kii;lil  into  Van  Van  Poop's. 

,'>3    So  Roman  Anthony,  they  say, 

Disgraced  Ih'  imperial  banner. 
And  for  a  gipsy  lost  a  day, 
I, ike  Anthony  the  tanner. 

5.)     The  Ilanuidryad  had  but  half 

Received  redress  from  Wayne, 
When  drums  and  colors,  cow  and  calf. 
Came  down  the  road  amain. 

55    All  in  a  cloud  of  dust  were  seen, 
The  sheep,  the  horse,  the  goat, 
The  gentle  heifer,  ass  obscene  ; 
The  yearling  and  the  shoat. 

,S6    And  pack-hor.ses  with  fowls  came  by, 
Hefeathered  on  ejich  side, 
Like  Pegasus,  the  horse  that  I 
And  other  poets  ride. 
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57 


59 
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Suliliinc-  uprin  llie  stirrups  rose  64 

The  mi);lny  I,te  lieliind, 
Ami  ilrovi'  llie  terri)r-siiiittcn  cows, 

Like  diafl  licfore  the  wind. 

liul  siiiMeii  see  the  wikxIs  alx)ve  65 

Pour  down  another  corps, 
All  lielter  skelter  in  a  drove, 

I.ike  that  I  sunj;  before. 

Irvine  ami  terror  in  the  van,  66' 

Came  (lyinj;  all  abroad, 
All.*  cannon,  colors,  horse,  and  vnan. 

Ran  tumbling  to  the  road. 

Still  as  he  fled,  'twas  Irvine's  cry,  67 

And  his  example  too, 
'Run  on,  my  merry  men  all — for  why?" 
The  .shot  will  not  go  through. 

As  when  two  kennels  in  the  street,  68 

SwcU'd  with  a  recent  rain. 
In  gushing  streams  together  meet. 

And  seek  the  neighboring  drain, 

So  meet  these  dung-born  tribes  in  one,  69 

As  swift  in  tl:eir  career. 
And  so  to  New  Bridge  they  ran  on— 

Hut  all  the  cows  got  clear. 

Poor  Parson  Caldwell,  all  in  wonder,  70 

S.1W  the  returinng  train. 
And  niourn'd  to  Wayne  the  lack  of  plunder, 

I'Vir  them  to  .steal  again. 


For  'twas  his  right  to  seize  the  spoil,  and 
To  share  with  each  commander, 

As  he  had  done  at  Staten  Island 
With  frost-bit  Alexander. 

In  his  dismay,  the  frantic  priest 

Began  to  grow  prophetic. 
You  had  swore,  to  see  his  lab'ring  breast. 

He'd  taken  an  emetic. 

'  I  view  a  futtire  day,"  said  he, 
"Brighter  than  this  day  dark  is, 
And  you  shall  see  what  you  shall  see, 
Ha  !  ha  !  one  pretty  marquis ; 

And  he  shall  come  to  Paulus'  ilook. 
And  great  achievements  think  on. 

And  make  a  bow  and  take  a  look. 
Like  Satan  over  Lincoln. 

And  all  the  land  around  shall  glory 
To  see  the  I'renchman  caper. 

And  pretty  Susan  tell  the  story 
In  the  next  Chatham  paper. ' ' 

This  solemn  prophecy,  of  course. 

Gave  all  nmch  consolation. 
Except  to  Wayne,  who  lost  his  horse 

Upon  the  great  occasion. 

His  horse  that  carried  all  his  prog, 

His  military  speeches. 
His  corn-stalk  whisky  for  his  grog — 

Blue  stockings  and  brown  breeches. 


71     .Xnd  now  I've  clos'd  my  epic  strain, 
I  tremble  as  I  show  it, 
Lest  thi,s  same  warrio-drover,  Wayne, 
Should  ever  catch  the  poet. 


NOTES. 

( For  some  of  these  notes  I  am  indebted  to  Lossing's  Two  Spies  {D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  New  York),  but  most 
are  from  his  Field-Booky  and  a  few  are  original.) 

*  Wayne  liad  been  a  tanner  before  the  Revolution. 

*  Sonpaan,  or  snppawn,  the  homely  dish  of  Indian-meal  mush  and  milk  then  common  in  the  colonies,  especially 

Ne'v  Kngland.     See  reference  to  it  on  page  23. 

6  Shoes  were  scarce  in  Washington's  army,  at  all  times. 

7  Freedom's  Pole  was  a  little  settlement  in  Bergen  County. 
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111  In  his  letter  to  Congress,  July  26,  17S0,  concerniiiK  this  expeilition.  WnshiiiKton  spoke  of  the  Ainericnii  cannon 

heini;  too  liL'ht  to  penetrate  the  hi^s  "f  which  it  (the  hlock-himse)  was  constructed.     He  also  attrilmteil  the 

j/reat  loss  of  the  Americans  to  the  "  intemperate  valor"  of  the  men.     AuiM-  exercised  a  poetic  licen.se  in 

puttiiiK  these  wonls  ill  Wayne's  mouth  before  the  fiKht. 

at  History  coniimmlv  speaks  of  "the  two  Ir\-ines"  as  thoUKh  lliev  were  hrothers,  or  at  least  relatives.     IJut  there 

'  is  no  evidence  to  prove  this.     In  fact  the  names  are  widely  illfferent.     James  "  Irvine      is  really  James 

EwiuL'   of  I'ennsvlvania  (prolraldv  horn  at  Lancaster).     He  cimiinau'lcd  the  I'lyilij;  Camp  in  1776,  and  was 

distinguished  in"  the  fiKlit  at  Chestnut  Hill,  near  Philadelphia.     He  a  was  that  was  a  hatter  l>y  trade. 

William  Irvine,  a  iihysician,  is  the  one  who  took  part  in  the  attack  on  the  block-house. 

•■4  I  ord  Slirlinu  ( William  Alexander)  had  been  frustrated  in  his  attempt  to  xain  a  Scotch  estate  and  peerage,  to 

'     which  he  was  clearly  enlilled.     He  assumed  the  title  of  Earl  of  Stirling  as  of  right. 
:r.'  Wayne  reported  the  cannon  too  light  for  effective  work. 

■14  Generil  Charles  I.ee  in  bis  testimony  at  his  court  martial  after  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  spoke  of  Hamillon 
"nourishing  his  sword  and  saving^  '  I  will  slay  and  we  will  all  die  here  on  the  spot.'  " 
"  I  coidd  not  but  be  surprised,"  said  Lee,  "at  his  expression,  but  observed  him  much  lluttercd,  and  111  a  sort 

of  freuzv  of  valor." 
Richard  Ila'rri.son,    Vashington's  secretary. 

:)f'  Mumps  were  prevalent  in  the  jiatriot  army. 

A  direct  reference  to  the  old  ballad  of  C/ii'iy  CImse  : 

For  Witheriiigton  needs  must  I  wayle. 

As  one  in  doleful  dumps  ; 
Tor  when  bis  legges  were  smitten  off. 
He  fought  upon  his  stumps. 
50  "The  Bodies  "—a  soldier's  slang  word  for  the  royal  troops  constituting  the  King's  body-guard. 
61  That  she  was  a  ilisrepntalile  woman,  who  had  been  dnimmed  out  of  camp,  under  guard  of   the  provost- 
marshal's  force.     Ciinilinghani  was  the  notorious  jailer  at  New  York. 

!>•■!  A  dramshop. 

oa  Rev   lames  Caldwell,  an  earnest  patriot  of  New  Jersey,  pastor  of  a  church  at  Connecticut  Karms.     His  wife 

had  been  shot  by  a  iiewl>;-elllisted  soldier,  in  the  parsonage,  when  the  British,  under  Knyphausen,  made 

a  raid  upon  Springfield,  in  177,S. 
04  ..Calling  himself,  because  ordered  not  to  do  it,   Earl  of  Stirling,  though  no  sterling  Earl."     In  a  winter 

expedition  to  Stateii  Island,  a  large  proportion  of  his  soldiers  were  frosi-bitten. 

06  Lafayette. 

67  Now  Jersey  City,  where  the  British  had  a  redoubt,  which  Major  Henry  Lee  surprised  in  August,  .779,  cap- 
turing 159  prisoners.     (I  have  never  seen  explained  the  allusion  to  the  city  of  Lincoln.) 

6«  Mi.ss  Sus;uinali  Livingston,  daughter  of  Governor  William  Livingston,  of  New  Jersey,  who  was  suspected  of 
political  authorship. 

^''''^''•''"'(m^a'^IingXr■  coincidence,  the  .signature  under  Andre's  portrait-my  frontispiece-^ is  photographed 
from  bis  official  congratulatory  letter,  as  Deputy  A.ljntant-General  to  Cuyler,  the  fory  who  was  Colonel  of 
l.e"e  igee  corps  which  defeiided  the  bloct-house.  The  original  letter,  one  of  the  mos  interesting  of 
Revohitionary  documents,  is  in  the  collection  of  Dr.  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  who  kindly  allowe.l  the 
reproduction  of  the  signature.) 
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Err  A  TA. 

This  item  should  haw  appeared  on  pai^e  4. 
The  Orderly-Book  of  Captain   B.  Stearns'  company,  Colonel   ,I*)]in   Rand's 
Massacluisetts  regiment,  now  in   the   possession  of    the  Massaehnselts    Mistorical 
Society,    records:     "  Augnst    6,    1780:    The    Honorable    General     Arnold    takes 
command  in  this  department." 

/;/  addition  to  Note  /,  pai^e  9. 
Ann  Hawkes  Hay.  A  letter  from  him  to  Oenen;!  Georjjf  Clinton,  dated  July  1.4.  1776.  n-cords.  lliat  "on 
I'riday,  tlie  I2tli,  a  barge  and  cutler  from  the  hntish  fleet  of  one  forty  and  one  twciity-j;un  slii]»  (the  A'c.w, 
Captain  Wallace,  and  /y/(r///.r.  Captain  Tarkei)  with  fmir  cutters,  ancln'red  opposite  NyaeU."  May's 
regiment  was  called  out,  the  barge  was  fired  on  and  driven  off. — Amcriair,  Avanirs,  Vol.  I.,  ,^tli  Series, 
PI-  3.^*.  S-"^*'- 
On  August  10,  1776,  Hay  was  appointed  Comndssiir)  of  Militia. 

On   November  30,    1776,   Gtneral  John   Morin  Scolt,   writing  to   Washington,   refers  to  Culoiiel   Hay  as  "a 
gentleman  uncommoidy  spirited  in  the  publick  cause."     (  Page  929.) 

In  addition  to  Note  6,  pa^e  5. 
Aiajor  Klers  is  also  referred  to  in  the  Amrrican  Archives:  His  store  (Haverstrawt  is  mentioned.  July  i9.  1776 
(Vol.  X.,  ]).  452).     On  October  10,  1776,  he  is  mentioned  as  paid  ^'27  lis.  2d.  for  aiipreheiitling  (hserters 
(page  23^],  and  the  sum  of  /"4cx)  is  acknowledged  due  to  him  for  provisi<ins  for  the  public  use  (page  J.^S)- 

This  should  have  made  part  of  Note  5,  on  page  JS- 
Samuel  Youngs  was  bom  in   1760,  and  died  in  1S37.     He   was  a   well-known  figure  in    Westchester  C'Minty, 
an<l  held  the  office  of  Surrogate  for  several  terms. 
It  has  been  claimed  that  from  him  Irving  drew  the  character  of  lehaf^od  Craue. — M.  I>.  Raymond,  .S(;//t"vv//;-, 
etc.,  Tarrytown,  iSSo. 

This  should  have  appeared  on  page  7/. 
John  Hughes  was  born  in  I^ancaster  County,  Pennsylvaiua,  in  17.S4.     His  father,  Rarnabas  Hughes,  removed  to 

.       ■  ^j  later  yean-  was  cast  nnich  of  the 

two    Hughes,    Daniel   and   Sanniel, 
of  the  Revolution.)     At  seventeen 

John  Hughes  :     Daniel  an.l  Samuel  Hughes  were  the  elder  l)rothers  eni  (of  Pennsylvania)  the  ''  Second 

juiiii  iiuftii*'«»  J..J.  ()\^.,i  "     11^,  served  with  credit, 

of  Captain  John.  ^^^^.^  ^^^  c-^Mu,  in   17S1.     He  then 

ear  Havre  de  (irace,  where  he  <lied 

nvre  de  (irace,  in  1S13.  tlie  Hughes 

ini  is  known  to  exist.     He  was  one 

ot  me  original  members  ol  the  Cincinnati.     Mr.  John  Sterelt  Gittings.  of  Haltimore,  is  his  great  grandson. 

and  to  him  1  am  indebted  for  the  autograph  shown  on  page  7;. 

This  should  have  appeared  on  page  S7- 
Benjamin  Tallmadge  was  born  in  vSetauket,  Long  Island,  February  .?5,  1754,  and  died  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut. 

March  7.  iH^s. 
He  was  a  Yale  gt.nluate,  and  a  cla.ssmate  of  the  unfortunate  Nathan  I/ale.     Joininj^  the  ])atriot  artiiy  in  177,^.  he 

served  throughout  the  war,  attaining  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  'Mijoylng  the  especial  favor  of  Washington. 

He  is  supjKised  to  have  been  the  Chief's  only  confidant  in  some  o.*"  the  important  details  of  his  emjdoynieiit 

of  spies.     After  the  war  ho  was  a  merchant  in  Litchfield,  and  froii.   i.Soi  to  1S17  was  a  member  of  Congress. 

Ill  this  capacity  lie  was  vehemently  opposed  to  the  increasing  of  the  Andril!'  capt()rs'  jiensions,  claiming  thai 

tliey  were  not  actuated  by  any  motives  of  patriotism.     Although  really  a  native  of  the  .state  of  New  York. 

his  identification  with  Sheldon's,  a   Connecticut   regiment,    and    his  htng   residence  at    Litchfield,   have 

usually  caused  him  to  be  regarded  as  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
Among  his  many  important  .services  during  the  Kevolution,  none  was  attended  with  greater  results  than  his 

securing  the  recaU  of  Andrd  when  almost  in  reach  of  Arnold. 


Err  A  TA. 

This  item  should  have  appeared  on  p<t_i,'e  4. 
The  Orderly-Book  of  Captain   IJ.  Stearns*  company,  Colonel  Jolin    Rand's 
Massachusetts  regiment,  now  in   the   possession  of    the   Massachuselts    Historical 
Society,    records :    "  August    6,    1 7S0 :    The    Honorable    General    Arnold    lakes 
command  in  this  department." 

/;/  addiiion  to  Note  /,  pdge  g. 
Ann  Hawkes  Hay.  A  leUcr  from  liim  to  General  OenrKe  Clinton,  dated  July  \.\,  177c),  rfconls.  tlml  "on 
I''ri(Ia\',  llic  12th,  ii  harj^i'  and  cultiT  from  the  Uritisli  fleet  of  oiu-  forty  and  nne  l\venty-|;mi  shi}.  (Ur-  l\\ni\ 
Cai)tain  Wallace,  and  P/nvui.v,  Captain  Parker)  with  fonr  cutters,  anchnnd  iiinx'Mte  Nv.aU."  Hay's 
rej^iinent  was  called  out,  the  barj^e  was  (ired  on  and  driven  off. — ytt/ieridi/;  .lir/iurs.  V<»1.  1.,  5th  Series, 
PP-  ?>^>^.  5>*"- 
On  Anj>;ust  10,  1776,  Hay  was  appointed  Commissiiry  of  Militia. 

On  November  jo,  1776,  (ieneral  John  Morin  Scott,  writini^  U\  Washini-ton,  refers  to  Colonel  Hay  as  "a 
j^entlemaii  nncoininonly  spirited  in  the  pnblick  cause."     (  Paj;e  929.) 

/n  addition  to  Note  6,  pat^e  5. 
Major  Kiers  is  also  referred  to  in  thv  .h/trriniu  .-Urhiz'es :  His  store  (Haverstniw  t  is  mentioned.  July  i9.  177(' 
(Vol.  X.,  p.  452).     On  October  10,  1776,  he  is  mentioned  as  paid  ^"27   lis.  2d.  for  apprehetulinj;  tU-serterii 
(pajjje  236),  and  the  snin  of  ^"400  is  acknowledged  due  to  him  for  provisions  for  the  public  use  Ipaj^e  3.V^). 

VV/is  should  have  made  part  of  Note  5,  on  poi^e  jj^. 
Samuel  Youngs  was  born  in   1760,  and  died  in  1^37.     He   was  a   well-known  fij^ure  in    Westchester  Connty, 
anil  held  the  oflice  of  Surroj^ate  for  several  terms. 
It  lias  been  claimed  that  from  him  Frvin^  drew  the  character  of  lehahod  Cnine.  —  M.  I).  Uayinond,  Souirnir, 
etc.,  Tarrytown,  1880. 

This  should  have  appeared  on  page  yi. 
John  Hughes  was  born  in  Lancaster  Connty,  Penn.sylvania,  in  1759.  His  father,  liarnabas  Hughes,  removed  to 
Maryland  in  I7()f),  and  built  an  iron  foundry  near  Hagerstown,  where  in  later  years  was  cast  much  of  tin: 
cannon  and  sliol  used  by  the  Continental  army.  (The  names  of  two  I  hi^-hes,  Daniel  and  Sannul. 
probably  his  successors,  occur  frequently  in  the  Mar\land  records  of  the  Kev<dution.)  At  seventeen 
yonnjj  Hu>;hes  entered  tlie  army  as  lieutenant  in  CoUmel  Ha/.en's  rej^imeiit  (of  Pennsylvania)  the  "  Second 
Canadian,"  j^enerally  known  as  the  Coni^ress  rejjimcnt.  or  "Congress's  Own."  lie  served  with  cndit, 
particularly  at  lirandywiti"  and  Germantown,  and  resij^ned  from  the  army,  as  cajilain,  in  17M1.  lie  llu-ii 
married  Mis3  Chand>erlaii.e,  of  Talbot  Connty,  Maryland,  and  settled  near  Havre  de  (trace,  where  he  dii  d 
May  21,  1S05.  leaving  three  dauj^hters.  When  the  Hritish  cajjtured  Havre  de  ('.race,  in  iSi^,  the  Hughes 
homestead  was  burned,  wit.i  all  its  contents,  and  hence  no  portrait  of  him  is  known  to  exist.  He  was  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  Cincinnati.  Mr.  John  Sterett  Gittings,  of  Baltimore,  is  his  j^reat  ;^rand>uii, 
and  to  him  I  am  indebted  for  the  antoj-raph  shown  on  jjajje  71. 

This  should  have  appeared  on  page  jy. 
Benjamin  Tallmadge  wa.s  born  in  Setauket,  Long  Lsland,  February  25,  1754,  and  died  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut, 
March  7,  i8;^5. 

He  was  a  Yale  graduate,  and  a  cla.ssniatc  of  the  unfortunate  Nathan  Hale.  Joining  the  patriot  anny  in  1775,  In- 
served  throughout  the  war,  attaining  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  enj.iying  the  especial  favor  of  Washinglini. 
He  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  Chief's  only  confidant  in  some  of  tlie  important  details  of  his  employment 
of  spies.  After  the  war  he  was  a  merchant  in  Litchfield,  and  from  iSoi  to  1817  was  a  inendKT  of  Congress. 
In  this  capacity  he  was  vehemently  o])])osed  to  the  increasing  itf  the  Andr6  captors'  pensions,  claiming  that 
they  were  not  actuated  by  anv  motives  of  patriotism.  Although  really  a  native  of  the  '-late  of  New  York, 
his  identification  with  Sheldon's,  a  Coniucticut  regiment,  and  iiis  long  residence  at  Litchfield,  have 
Msuallv  caused  him  to  be  regarded  as  a  native  of  Connecticut. 

Among  his  many  important  services  during  the  Kcvohition,  none  was  attended  with  greater  results  than  his 
securing  the  recaU  of  Andr<5  when  almo.st  in  re;ich  of  Arnold. 


This  autograph  should  have  appeared  on  page  iq. 


This  should  have  appeared  on  page  59- 
Jedediah  Huntington  w.-is  born  in  Norwich  Conn.,  An^nsl  4,  174,?,  and  dkil  in  New  London,  Scplcniber  25, 
iSiS,  lie-  c-ainc  of  a  faniilv  disliHKuishtd  for  patriotism,  his  father.  General  Jahez  Ilnntiiifjton,  and  his 
fonr  hrotliers,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  kcvohition.  He  himself  raised  a  regiment,  in  winch  lie 
was  a  captain,  which  joined  \Vasliin>,'toirs  arniv  at  Cainhridj,'c  ;  and  from  lliat  tune  nntil  the  end 
of  hostilities  he  look  an  active  part  in  its  campaiKns,  attaining  the  rank  of  lirevet  Major  Oeneral.  After 
piHce  was  declared  he  held  varions  positions  of  trnst  and  honor  in  his  native  stale,  cnlminatiii),'  in  the 
Collectorshii)  of  New  T.onilon,  to  which  he  was  aiipointed  hy  WashiiiKton,  in  1789,  and  which  he  retained 
until  1.S15.  lie  was  one  of  the  orij;inal  memhers  of  the  Cincinnati. 
(Astheportraitsof  most  of  the  ineniliers  of  the  Andrd  court-martial  are  well  known,  I  have  not  IhonRht  it 
necessarv  to  reproduce  them.  Cencral  HnntiiiKton's,  however,  is  very  scarce,  and  1  am  indebted  to  Dr. 
Kininel  for  it.     Of  CJcneral  Parsons  I  believe  no  portrait  e-iists. ) 

Sutherland's  letter,  paf;e  79,  slionld  be  dated  1780,  not  1781. 

Andre's  Statement On  the  20th  of  September  I  left  New  York,  to  get  on  board  the  Viilliire,  in  order  (as  I 

thoiiuhl)  to  meet  Oeneral  Arnold  there  in  the  ni);ht.  No  boat,  however,  came  off,  and  I  waited  on  board 
nntil  the  nifjlil  of  the  21st.  *  »  »  »  »  I  went  into  the  boat,  landed,  and  spoke  with  Arnold.  I  got  on  horse- 
back with  him  to  proceed  to 1  lion.se,  and  in  the  way  passed  a  gnard  I  diil  not  expect  to  see,  having 

.Sir  Henry  Clinton's  directions  not  to  go  within  an  enemy's  post,  or  quit  my  own  dress.  (Ihe  rest 
corresponds  with  tlie  general  narrative  as  given. — w.  A. ) 

t  Smith's. 


This  should  have  appeared  as  part  of  note  on  page  2j. 

Richard  Varick  was  born  in  Hacken.siick,  N.  J.,  March  25,  1753.  «"<!  <''e'l  '"  ^"^y  '^"y'  ^"'y  3°.  'Sj'- 
Commissioned  a  Captain  in  McDougall's  New  York  Rcgimenl  in  1775,  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  in  1777  as  Depntv  Muster-master  General.  He  was  an  ardent  admirer  of  Arnold's  military  genius 
and  became  his  Aid.  The  discovery  of  the  treason  nearly  upset  his  reason  (as  it  did  that  of  Major  Franks). 
He  oecame  Recording  Secretary  to  Washington  soon  afterwards,  and  after  the  war  wa,?  Recorder  of  New 
York  City  (1783-89),  and  from  1791  to  1801  he  was  Mayor  (the  first)  of  the  city.  He  was  many  years 
President  of  the  Merchants'  Hank  and  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  was 
most  exemplary,  a  inoilcl  man  in  both  public  and  private  life. 


SUPPLEMENT    TO 

THE  CRISIS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 


JUNE  1,  1909 


Since  the  publication  of  tliis  work,  some  additional  facts  and  a  few  trillinR  errata  have 
been  discovered  which  seem  to  inal<e  it  advisable  to  issnc  this  as  a  supplement. 

Uut  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  author  that  no  serious  error  has  as  yet  been 
ilcteclcd  by  any  critic — a  newspaper  discussion  of  a  few  years  ago  regardint^  the  number 
of  Andre's  captors  failing  to  upset  his  statement  that  there  were  eight  of  them  instead  of 
the  commonly-received   seven. 

CHANGES  AND  ADDITIONS 

Page    4.  The   South   Carolina   Gencaloj^ical  and  Historical  Mnj^acinc  of  July,  1902,  says:  Bel- 
I'cderc  was  only  the  name  of  a  plantation,  not  a  town,  and  her  father  was  John 
(iordon,  of  Charleston. 
Page  13.   (Map  opposite.)     Note   14.     The  cannon-ball  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  R.  IJ. 

Contant,  of  Tarrytown. 
Page  y).  John  I.   Ilouton  should  he  John  F. 
Page  39.  Note  2.     "  .Andrew  "   Anderson   should  be  .Me.xanilcr. 
Page  48.  James  Cox  should  be  Cock. 

Page  49.  One  of  the    .\ndrt'  captors'  medals  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  New  York  His- 
torical  Society. 
r*age  57.  The  diagram  is  wrong  as  to  the  window  in  the  north  wall.     It  should  be  'vest  of 
the  fire-place,  not  east. 
The   building   is   now    (1909)    repaired  and  in  good  condition. 
Page  84.  The  monument  and  its  site  are  now  owned    by   the    American    Scenic    and    Historic 

Preservation    Society. 
Page  107.  Add    after    No.    194:     "His   Captors  to  Andre. 

And  after  No.  K/i:     196  a  Trifles  in  Verse,  by  a  Young  SoMicr.    (J.  Marjoribanks.) 
Kelso,  Scotland,   1784.     Contains  poem,  "Andre  to  Washington." 
196  &  Andre's  Ghost  {The  Family  Tabid).     Ed.  by  Rev.  Dr.  .\biel  Holmes  (father 
of  O.  W.  Holmes)    Doston,   1796. 
Page  108.  Add   to   No.    199:     Horatio   HubbcU,  Phila.,  1847. 
Add  after  No.  201.     "  I'.oston,  1852." 
Add  to  No.  201  0.-    Andre,  by  Rev.   \V.  \V.  Lord.    N.  Y.,  .Scribncr,  1852. 

FICTION  ADDED 

No.  2020  Secrets  of  Arnold's  Treason;  or  Victors  and  Victims,  by  Charles  P.  Sumner,  N.  Y., 
Hilton  &  Co.,  n.  d. 
202  &  A   Great   Treason,   by    Mary   A.    M.  Hoppus,  N.  Y.     Macniillan,  1883. 
202  c  The   Eventful   Nine   Days.     Tarrytown  Argus.    Dec.  19,  1885. 
2050  Sad  Tales  and  Glad  Tales,  by  "Reginald  Reverie"   (Grenville  Mellen),  Boston,  .S. 
G.  Goodrich,   1828.     Contains  "  The  Spy  and  the  Traitor,"  50  pp. 
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also  in  New  York  Tribune,  May  24,  1875,  and  Jones'  A'..-.'  York  in  Revolution.  Vol.  i, 
p" -jy  A  section  of  it  is  lacking  in  that  given  by  Lord  Mahon  {//istory  0/ /ingtam/. 
Vol.  7),  and  reprinted  in  Memorials,  Historical  Society,  etc.  (.see  No.  62,  ante). 

74.    TriuunE.     New  York,  May  24,  1875. 

75    United  States,  Cuua  and  Canada,  The.     Hon.  H.  A.  Murray.     London,  1857. 

^6.  Winterbotuam's,  Rev.  George,  Geographical,  Commercial,  etc..  View  of  I'nitkd 
States.    London,  1794. 
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THE    CASE    OF    MAJOR  ANDRE. 

77.  "Till!  Cask  oi'  Majdk  John  Andri':,  Adjutant  Gkneral  to  tiik  Hkitish  Army,  who 

WAS  I'l'T   TO   DKATll    HV  THIv    RKMKLS,  OCTOBKK  2,    I780,   CANUIDI.Y  RiU'RKSKNTKD  :    WITH 

Ri;makks  ON  Till!  SAID  Cask."     New  York  :  Kiviiif^ton,  17X0.     410,  pji.  27. 

This  is  in  the  Brown  l.,iljrary,  Providence.  It  was  probably  never  pul)hshed,  for  this 
cdjiy,  the  only  one  known  to  exist,  is  made  up  of  the  printer's  proofs.  It  was  miques- 
tionably  drawn  up  under  Clinton's  supervi.sion,  and  my  own  opinion,  after  a  very  careful 
examination  of  it,  is  that  it  was  written  by  Clinton  himself —  intended  by  him  to  Ije 
])nblished  as  an  offset  to  the  "Proceedings  of  a  Board,"  issued  t)y  the  Americans,  but 
withdrawn  from  the  press  l)y  him  after  the  tyjx-'s  liad  lieen  set  up  and  the  first  proofs 
taken.  {Sei:  Afaga::inf  0/  .Imiriiaii  Hisloiy,  Deceml»r,  1879,  p.  742.)  It  is  in  Sargent, 
p.  274.  It  states  that  the  gallows  was  "placed  in  full  view  of  the  windows  of 
Washington's  headquarters,  as  if  the  sight  afforded  him  pleasure." 

ANDRE'S    TRIAL. 

78.  Amurican  Criminal  Triaij;.     P.  W.  Chandler.     \'ol.  2.     Boston,  1S61. 

79.  Bovnton's  History  01'  Wkst  Point,  pp.   127-147,  contains /((«/;«//(■  of  the  proceedings. 

(It  is  rather  a  manifesto  than  a  report  of  the  trial.     It  does  not  contain  Andre's  statement, 
which  is  ill  Sargcnl,  \t.  149.) 

80.  Gknkraus  or  thK  Amkkicwn  Rkvouution  (contains  biographies  of   the  members  of  the 

Board  of  Officers).     Supposed  to  Ix;  by  Geo.  Bancroft. 

81.  Gkntlkman's  Magazine.     London,  lySo,  e/ st't/. 

82.  Grkknk,  General  N.,  Life  of.     By  G.  W.  Greene.     P.  234. 
83. ,  Life  of.     By  —  Johnson.     Vol.  r.     Note  on  p.  208. 

84.  Ha.mii.ton,  Life  of.     By  John  C.  Hamilton.     \'ol.  i,  pp.  271-3.     Contains  Andre's  .state- 

ment to  H. 

85.    ,  Writings  oi-.     Contain  •.  letters  by  Hamilton  to  Laurens,  Sears,  and  Miss  Schuyler. 

86.  iNTKKN.vrioNAi,  Law.     Halkck.     Pp.  407-9. 

87.  LossiNi;,  I'"ie!.i)-Book.     Vol.  i,  p.  770. 

88.  Memorials,  Historical  Society  Peniia.     Vol.  6,  pp.  341,  398,  etc. 

89.  Prockkdings  of   a   Board  of   Gknkrai,  Officers,  etc.      8vo,  p.    21.      Philadelphia: 

Krancis  Bailey,  1780.     (Reprinted  in  Boynton,  pp.  127-147.) 

90.  Sargent.     Pp.    347-360.     Both   contain   Washington's   letter,    September   29,    as    well  as 

other  letters.     (Also  p.  380.) 

91.  Si'ARKS,  Life  of  Washington.     Vol.  7. 

92.  Steuiien,  Life  of.     3y  Kapp, 

93.  Rhode  Island  Historical  Collections.     Vol.  6.     Revolutionary  Corrkspondbncb 

(Greene's  letters).  . 

94.   Colonial  Records.     Vol.  9,  p.  246. 

95.  State   Pai'ER   Office,  London  —  Amkrica.v'   and   West    Indies.     Vol.  126.     Contains 

Clinton's  official  despatches,  his  letters,  Octofx;r  11,  12,  16,  30.     (Also  u.sed  by  Sparks  and 
Sargent. ) 

96.  Traditions  of  thi!  Riuohtion.     Johnson.     Pp.  255-7. 

97.  Troy  Morning  Whig,  April  — ,   1H79,  contains  a  letter  from  Tallmadge   to  Webb,  Sep- 

temlx;r  30,  1780.     (Part  of  it  is  in  No.  88,  above.) 
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ANDRE'S    EXECUTION    AND    BURIAL 

98.  Barhkr  and  Howij's  Historical  Cou.kctions,  Nkw  Jkrsky.    P.  77.    (Also  in  Snixni/, 

V-  396-) 

99.  Bland  Papers.    Vol.  2,  p.  33. 

100.    Chicago  Evening  Journal,  August  27,  1879. 

loi.    Child,  Mrs.  L.  M.,  Lktti!r.s  prom  New  Yokk. 

102.    Christian     Journal     and    Literary    Rkc.lster.     Vol.    5.      New    York,     1S21    (dis- 

interment). 
103     City  and  Country,  Nyack,  N.  Y.,  ScptcmbL-r  26,  1879.     (C.  M.  01)lL-iiis'  letter. ) 
104!    Connecticut  Courant,  Octolxir  24,  i7,So.     (Reprinted  in  New  York  ll^orM,  September  14 

and  16,  1879.) 

105.  Continental    Journal.     Boston,   October    26,     1780.     (See    New   hnghind  AUigazine, 

No.  122,  below.) 

106.  Courier,  Canajoliarie,  N.  i'.,  September  27,  1879. 

107.  Dewkes'   (Sam'l)  Lipe  and  Services.     Baltimore,  1844,  pp.  208-24. 

108.  Evangelist,  New  Y'ork,  January  30,  1879,  February  27,  1879. 

109.  Evening  Post,  New  York,  August  11,  1831. 

no.  Farmer  and  Moore's  Coj,lection.s.     Vol.  3,  p.  288. 

III.  Harper's  Magazine,  August,  1855. 

112  Heath's  Memoirs  (General  \Vm.  Heath). 

113  Historical  Collections  op  New  York,  p.  479.     (Reprinted  in  Sarg:e„i,  p.  396.) 

114.  History  of  Masonic  Lodge,  No.  61,  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa.     By  Harvey. 

115.  Joel  Barlow,  LiER  OF.    By  Todd. 

116  Knickerbocker  Magazine.     Vol.16.     1840.     Editor's  Table. 

117  Magazine  of  American  Hi.story.     September,   1877,  p.  573;  December,  1879,  p.  754. 

(Ct.  Sargent,  pp.  408-411.)     September,  1879,  p.  574;  July,  1880,  p.  59. 
,18.    Mag.\zine    op    N.vtural    History.      J.    C.    Loudon.      Vol     4.     Lond.ju,     1831,    pp. 

1 12-114. 

119.  Memorials,  Historical  Society  Peuna.     Vol.  6,  pp.  372-5- 

120.  Military  Journal.     Timelier.     8vo.     Boston,  1827,  p.  225. 

121!    National  Intelligencer.     January  14,  February  25,  March  4,  1817. 

122.  New  England  Magazine.     Boston,  May,  1834.     Vol.  6,  p.  358. 

123.  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Proceedings,  1875. 

124  New  Y'ork  Evangelist.     January  30,  1879;  February  27,  1879. 

125,  Evening  Po.st.     Octolier  15.  1879;  August  11,  1821  (disinterment). 

J26  Times.     October  20  and  22,  1879. 

,27^  World.     September   8,   14  (two),   21   (two),  10,  15,  16;  August  30,  Sei-tember  19, 

and  21,  Septeml)er  23,  Septeniljer  29,  October  12,  1879. 

128  Pennsylvania  Gazette.     October  i  i  ,  i  780. 

,2y  Journal.     October   18,    1780.     (Reprinted  in  Life  of  Hamilton.   New  York,   1834. 

Vol.  I,  p.  273.) 

,30     Packet.     October  10,  1780;  Octol)er  14,  1780. 

131     SiiREVE,  John,  Narrative.     Afaga^ine  American  History,  September,  1S79,  p.  574- 

132.  Stanley,  A.  P.,  Historical   Memorials  of   Westminster   Abbey.     London,   1876, 

pp.  256-7. 

133.  Tallm.\dgE  — Letter.     Reprinted    in    Magazine    American    History,    December,    1879, 

P-  754- 
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1,^4.    Tau.madgk  — Mrmoirs.     New  York,  1858,  p.  36. 

135.  iNiTij)  Skuvick  Journal.     London,  November,  1833  (disinterment). 

136.  Wii.KKs  Barrk  (Pa.)  Gleaner.     February  21   and  29,    1817.     (Reprinted  in  A'alwiial 

/iiklligiiiccr,  Marcli  4,  1817.) 

137.    Daily  Union  I<kai)Ek.     June  16,  1880.     (Reprint  of  June  21,  1870.) 

138.  VoNKKK.s  CiAZETTK.     March  24,  1866. 

ANDRfe'S    WATCH. 

139.  American  Historical  Record.     October,  1874,  p.  470.     See  also  for  March,  1874. 

140.  Arnold,  Lii'E  01'.     >Sparks.     P.  230. 

141.  Graphic,  New  York,  July  25,  1876. 

142.  Kven;ni;  Post,  New  York,  October  20,  1879  ;  Octolx;r  15,  1879. 

143.  SuNNYSiDK  Press,  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  September  18,  1880. 

144.  Vindication  of  the  Captors,  Etc.     Benson.     New  York,  1817. 

ANDRfe'S    WILL. 

145.  Recorded  in  Surrogate's  Office,  New  York  ;  probated  October  12,  1780  (Seaton  and  White, 

witnesses).     Potter's  American  Monthly,  September,    1876,   p.    172  ;  Sabine's   Amerimii 
Loyalists,  Vol.  2,  pp.  273,  418  (Seaton  and  White). 

146.  Stevkns'  Collection  op   Records   of   New   York    Chamber   op    Com.merce.     8vo. 

New  York,  1867.     (Notice  of  H.  White.) 


JOSHUA    HETT    SMITH. 

147.  Arnold.     Sparks.     Preface. 

148.  Authentic  Narrative,  Etc.     By  Smith,     London,  1808  ;  New  York,  1809. 

149.  Gentleman's  Magazine.     London,  1780,  supplement,  p.  610;  July,  1801. 

150.  Herald,  New  York,  1842. 

151.  Historical  Magazine,  1866;  supplements  i  and  2. 

152.  Magazine  of  American  History.     Vol.  6.     July,  1880;  April,  1881,  p.  279. 

153.  Record  OP  THE  Trial  OP  J.  H.  Smith.     Edited  by  Henry  B.  Dawson.    8vo.     Morrisania, 

New  York,  1866.     (See  No.  310  for  Smith  s  pedigree.) 

THE    CAPTORS. 

154.  American   Historical   Record.     September,   1872,  p.    407;    December,   1873,  Vol.    3, 

pp.  47'.  5 '5. 

155.  American  Loyalists.    Sabine.    Vol.  2,  p.  194. 

156.  Analectic  Magazine.    Vol.  10. 

157.  Arnold.     Sparks.     Pp.  222-6. 

158.  Bolton,  History  of  Westchester  County.     Vol.  i,  pp.  80-213. 

159.  Centennial  Souvenir.     M.  D.  Raymond.     Tarrytown,  N.  Y. ,  t8So. 
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16.1.    City  anm)  Country,  Nyack,  N.  Y.,  Octolx-r  lo,  1879. 

161.  FiKi.D-UooK  OK  Tiiii  Rkvoi.ution.     LossiiiK.     Vol.  I,  p.  75,s. 

162.  C.KAMiic,  New  York,  October  6,  1879. 

163.  Grueni'oint  (N.  Y.)  Globe,  Octoter  11,  1879. 

164.  Historical  Maoazink.     November,  1857;  June,  rSfi.s. 

165.  History  ok  Schoiiarik  Co.     Siinms.     8vo.     New  York,  1X45,  p.  646. 

166.  Hoii.SK  ok  RkprE-skntativks  Journals,  1817  (TallnmdKc'.s  Siieech). 

167.  Maoazink  ok  American  History.     I'ebruary,  1887,  page  168. 

168.  New  Youk  in  the  Revolution.     Jones.     Vol.  i,  p.  734- 

169.  Ni!W  York  Commercial  Advertiser.     August  30,  October  3,   1879. 

170.   Courrier  dks  Stats-Unis.     Octolier  4,  1879. 

171.   Evening  Express.     Octobers,  1879. 

172. Evening  Mail.     October  4,  1879. 

173.  -     -  Evening  Post.     January  8,  1879;  September  16,   1879;  October  i,  3,  4,  20,  1879; 
November  21,  1879. 

174. Evening  Telegram.     October  4,  1879. 

175.  Herald.     Octoter  3,  1879. 

176. .Star.     October  3,  1879. 

177. Sun.     vSeptember  29;  October  i,  2,  3,  4,  6,  12,  13,  15,  1879- 

178.  Sunday  Mercury.     Octobers,  1879. 

lyg.  Times.     Octobers,  4,  1879;  November  23,  1879;  September  23,  1S80. 

180. Trihune.     October  3,  7,  1879. 

181. World.     September  23,  October  7,  8,   1S79. 

182.  Potter'f  A.merican  Monthly.     Augu.st  and  September,  1876. 

183.  Puck,  New  York.     October  22,  1879. 

184.  Rockland  County  Journal,  Nyack,  N.  Y.     October  11,  1K79. 

185.  SiiAw,  Samuel,  Journals  OK.     Edited  by  Josiah  Quincy.     Boston,  1847. 

186.  Sunnyside  Press,  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.     .September  11,  1880. 

187.  Telegraph,  Pittsburgh.     June  11,  17,  25,  1879. 

188.  Vindication  of  the   Captors  of  Major  Andri;.     Benson,  N.  Y.,  1819.     Reprinted, 

(Sabin  reprints.  No.  3)  New  York,  1865,  and  elsewhere. 
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POEMS    AND    BALLADS. 

Brave  Paulding  and  the  Spy.  In  Moore's  Soni^s  and  Ballads  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, \\  316.     (Various  others  may  be  found  in  Sargent.) 

British  Hero  in  Captivity,  The.     Puddicombe.     4to.     1783. 

Incident  of  Andrij's  Capture,  An.  John  Banvard  {Commercial  Advertiser,  New  York. 
September,  1880). 

192.  JoTRNAL  ok  Original  and  Authentic  Occurrences  During  the  American  War. 

By  Sergeant  R.  Lamb,  Royal  Welch  Fusiliers.     Dublin,  1809,  p.  ii?>. 

193.  Memoires,  Count  DE  MoRfe.     Paris,   1828.     (Contains  some  French  verses. )     Sec  Pont- 

gibaud.  No.  218. 

194.  Poem.     —Miller.     (Not  found.— w.  a.) 

195.   .     N.  P.  Willis.     (See  Chapter  V.) 

196.  Potter's   American   Monthly.     August,  September,   1876.     Contains  the  Monody,  by 


Miss  Seward. 
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DRAMAS. 

A.Nniii:.     By  William  Diiiilap.     London,  1799. 


igS.  .     (5  acts).      1798.     Believed  to  be  by  Dr.  Eliliu  H.  Smith. 

199.  Arnold.  A  TRAcsEnv.     By . 

200.  Arnold  and  AndrA.     By  Geo.  H.  Calvert.     1840. 

201.  Highland  Treason.     By  lUiliu  G.  Holland.     {l\\  Ma  /Cssaj's.) 

FICTION. 

202.  Andric.     (Theodore  S.  Fay  i.s  •  lid,  on  riuthority  of  the  Ne7i'   York  Mirror,  to  have  been 

engaged,  in  1838,  on  a  novel  .so-called.)     It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  pnblishcd. 

203.  Hugh  WVNNK.     Dr.  S.  W.  Mitchell.     Philadelphia,  1897.     (Introduces  Audre.) 

204.  PemberTon.     By   Henry  Peterson.     Philadelphia,    1873.     (Reprinted   with    illustrations, 

1898.) 

205.  Sir    Henry's    Ward  — A    Tale    of    the    Revolution.     Mrs.    Ann   S.    Stephens,    in 

(halinm's  Magazine,  1846. 

THE    COW-CHACE. 

206.  Originally  printed  in  Rivington's  Royal  Gazette,  New  York,  1780.     Canto  I.,  Augu.st  if) ; 

Canto  11.,  August  30;  Canto  III.,  September  23. 

After  his  death,  it  was  published  by  Rivington  in  book-form,  8vo,  pp.  6g,  and  by 

I'iclding,  London,  1781,  4to,  pp.  32,  with  "explanatory  notes  by  the  Ivlitor." 

It  also  apiJears  in  Dunlap's  Andre  (London,  1799)  in  Los.sing'.s  Field-Book,  Vol.  2, 

p.  684,   and  Hudson  from  the    Wilderness  to  the  Sea,  Moore's  Songs  and  Ballads  0/  the 

Revolution.     It  was  also  published  in  Cincinnati,  1869,  8vo,  pp.  32. 

An  original  MS.  copy,  in  And.^'s  writing,  dated  Elizabethtown,  August  i,  1780,  is 

in  the  Sprague  (Albany,  N.  Y.)  collection  of  autographs.     Lossiug  reprints  it. 

Another  autograph  copy  seems  to  te  extant,  for  Sargent  does  not  mention  the  above. 

(See  pp.  234  and  235.) 

CONTEMPORARY    RECORDS. 

207.  Alhany  Daily  Advertiser.     1839.     (See  Potter's  ^;«fwa«  ^/i?«////)',  September,  1876.) 

208.  Ai.MON's  Remembrancer,  London,   1780.     Vol.   10,  pp.  76,77-     (Andre  at  Charleston.) 

209.  American  Hlstorical  Record.     March,  1874,  p.  115;  Vol.  i,  p.  436. 

210.  Arnold.     Sparks.     Pp.  233,  235,  255. 

211.  Barhkr  &  Howe's  Historical  Collections  or  New  Jersey. 

212.   Historical  Collections  of  New  York. 

213.  Blake's  History  of  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.     1849.     i2ino. 

214.  Bolton's  Westchester  County.     Vol.  i,  pp.  215-223. 

215.  Boynton's  Wk.st  Point,     i  10-120. 

216.  Case  of  Major  Andre.     P.  18. 

217.  FiELD-BooK.     Lossing.     Vol.  i,  pp.  721,  764,  765. 
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220. 
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228. 


I  Of) 

Fkuxcii  Vou-NTHi'R  IN  WAR  OP  iNDnPENDENCE.     PontRibaud  or  Mor6s.     Pari-;,   1S21  : 

New  York,  1S98. 
IIisTOKiCAi.  Magazine,  Ne\"  York.     OcIoWt,  1857;  NovemU-r,  1862,  p.  293. 
Hours  With  Livinc;  Men  and  Women  oe  the  Revou'Tion.     LossIiik. 

221.  Laeayette's  Memoirs.     American  Ivditioii.     Yol.  i,  pi>.  253-257,  264,  349. 

222.  Magazini'  op  American  History.     Yol.    3,    w.    748.    756;    December,    1S79.    p.    758. 

Yol.  5,  pp.  57,  58,  103-112,  July,  1880. 

223.  New  York  I'a-emng  Po.st.     vSeptember  if',  1879. 

224.   Star.     Octolicr  12,  1879. 

225.  Tunes.     October  3,  1879. 
226. World.     vSeptember  28,  1880. 

Original  and   Autiiicntic  Journal  oe  Occurrences  During  the  Late  Ami;rican 
War.     SerRi-aiit  R.  Lamb,  Royal  Welch  Fusiliers.     Dublin,  iSog. 

Pi;NNSYI,VANIA     ^lAGAZINE     OE     HISTORY     AND     BIOGRAPHY.       Yol.    4,    p.    f)l.       (H.     Ln's 

letter,  about  capture  and  execution.) 

229.  Potter's  American  Monthly.     Septeml)er,  1876. 

230.  Proceedings  Board  oi-  General  Officers.     (Boynton's  U'cs/  Pohi/,  p.  149.) 

231.  Recollections.     vS.  O.  Goodrich.     New  York,  1S56. 

232.  Sahine's  American  Loyalists.     1864.    Yol.  2,  p.  3,=i5. 

233.  Sparks'  Lu'e  and  Writings  of  Washington.     Yol.  7. 

234.  St.  Clair  Papers. 

235.  Sunday  Herald,  Boston.     vSeptemlicr  14,  1879- 

236.  SuNNYSiDE  Press,  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.     September  18,  1S80. 

237.  Tallmadge's  Memoirs. 

238.  Tarlkton'S  CampAign.s.     London,  1787.     (Andre  in  South  Carolina.) 

239.  Washington,  Irving's  Life  OF.     Yol  4,  chap.  n. 

239a.  Wehb,   Samuel  B.,  Life  and  Correspondence  of.     PMited  by  W.  C.  Pord,  N.  \., 

1886. 
2_^gb, Journals  .\nd  Reminiscences.     By  his  sou,  J.  Watson  Webb. 

240.  WoMEiT  of  the  Revolution.     Mrs.  EUet.     18  v9.     Yol.  2. 

241.  Writings  of  Hamilton. 

242.  Yonkkrs  Gazette.    June  7,  1865. 

MAPS,   PLANS    AND  VIEWS. 

243.  Arnold.     Sparks.     P.  i77-     (Not  fully  accurate.) 

244.  Atlas  New  York  and  Vicinity.     New  York  :  Beers,  lillis  &  Sonic,  1868 

245.  Battles  of  the  Revolution.     Carrington.     P.  512. 

246.  Battles  of  the  United  States.     Dawson. 

247.  Bolton's  History  of  Westchester  County. 

248.  BovNioN's  We.st  Point.     /vVi/ edition. 

249.  CoMPi.oT  d'Arnoi.d.     Marbois. 

250.  PiiiLD-BooK.     Lossing. 

251.  Harper's  Magazine.     May,  1876. 
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Wkhb,  Captain  John,   14,  $0. 

Colonel  S.  1!.,  14,  22. 

JOSKIMI,  22. 

Wki.i.s,  Lieuleiiant  Colonel  Jonathan,  36. 
Wkst  Point,  42,  43,  52,  53. 
White  Plains,  21,  24. 
Williams,  Aiiraham,  27. 

David,  27,  28,  29,  30,  33,  36,  80. 

Colonel,   I. 

Waynk,  General  Anthony,   11,59. 
White,  Henry,  81. 
Whittemork,  Henry  (note),  84. 
Willis,  N.  P.   (Poem),  6. 

Ykrks,  John,  27,  32. 
Youngs,  Samuel,  35. 
Young's  Tavern,  25. 

Zedwitz,  Major,  7. 
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